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L E T T E R I. 

- Evelina to theRev. JTfr. ViUart. 

. Iftiward GnTC, Kent, May le. 

OU R houfe has been enlivened to- 
day, by the arrival of a London vi- 
0tor i and the neceffity I have been 
under of coijcealing the pneafinefs of my 
iniridi has made, nj^ exert myfelf fo effec- 
tually, that I .eveti thiijk it is really dimi- 
niilicd ; or, at 'leaft, my tlioughts are not fa 
totally, fo very anxioufly occupied by one 
Only fubjeift; as they lately were. 

I vias ftrollin^. this morning with Mils 
Silrvaii, down alanpabput a mii^ from th^ 
S.T'^ri y**^*^ wc fieard" the trainpling of - 
A 2 horfes; 
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horfcs ; and, fearing the narrowneis of the 
paffage, we were turning haftily back, but 
flopped upon- hearing a'vokc call oer, 
*' Pray, Ladies, don't be frightened, for I 
will walk my horfe." We turned again, 
and then faw Sir Clement Willoughby. He 
difmounted, an^ apprvachmg uSj with the 
ieins in his hand, prcfently recoUefted tis. 
" Good Heaven,'* cried he, with his ufual 
quicknefs, " do I fee Mifs Anville ?— and 
you too, Mifs Mirvan ?" 

He immediately onlered his fervant to 
take charge of his horfe, and then, ad- 
vancing to us, took a hand of each, which 
he prefted to his lips, and faid a thoufand 
fine things concernmg his gpod fortune, our 
improved looks, and the charms of the 
country, whtfn inhabited by fuch rural dei- 
ties. ',The town, Ladues, .has languished 
fmce your abfence,— or, at leaft, I have 
fo much languilhed myfelf, as to be ab^^ 
folutely infenfible to all it had to offer; . 
One refrelhing breeze, fuch as I now en- 
joy, awakens me to new vigour, life, and 
fpirit. But I never before had the good 
luck to fee the country in iTuch' perfec- 
tion." 

" Has not almoft every body left town. 
Sir?" faid Mifs Mirvan. 

" 1 am aftiamed to anfwer you. Madam— 

but indeed it is as full as ever, ^d *ill 

. ' contimie' 






tontinue fo, tUl aft« the births-day. How- 
ever, you Ladies were fo little fcen, that 
there arc' but few who know what it has 
loft. For my oWn part, I felt^ it too fen- 
fibly, to be able to endure the place any 
Idngeir." : . 

- Is there any body remaining thcre^ 
that- we were acquainted with !" cried I. 

'* O yes. Ma'am." And then he named 
- twt) &r three pcrfons we have fcen when with 
him-, but he'did not ntention iMrdOr-i' 
ville, 'and r Would .no^alk 4iim, left he 
ihcAild think: ^tf curious. Perhaps, if he 
tttifi beti: fottie time, be 'may ipe^oJF hint 
by 'actident. ■■ - -i ■ 
- - He was proceeding in thfs complimentary 
ftyfe, w4i!cn- We were-met by the Captain y 
wbo^ioJoohtf perceived Sir Cloncnc, thani 
he haftened up to him, 'gave i(tt/i a hearty 
ftiake i^^ei'nand, a oDrdial flap on the 
back^indforhe other equkUy geotte tokeod 
of fadsfadlonr; : aftbrmg him <)f iins ';g[ttt 
joy iit- his vilit, and ^cl^ing ht was as 
glad to fee lum as if' he Ind been » mef- 
ienger- who brought news' that a French 
Ibip was ftink, Sir.Cleibeht, on the-othec 
fide, exprclTed hifnfelf with equal warmth, 
and preteftodi^Iie had been fda^r to pay 
his r^r^eib to Capcain Mircan, that he 
had letc London in its full luftre, and a. 
A 3 thoufknd 
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thoufend eiwiBeiWHWB Mnwifwerad, meijsly. 
to .aiv.e himfcit that ipleafuec. 

We rlhaU hfivje 'rare fpuwt;" .faid itha 
Captain, " ford* yeuikww rhciold^reoch- 
wosMorisiaaning-Wj? /itoBt^Gcoag^-IbMfl 
icarce made any ufe of her yet, byrsafoQ 
Iht/rf faindinobody with niie that'Oouki en- 
joy a jpke .: 'hnwlonwver, it ,&ftll ^ . hut) 
huitwc'Uihave feme dtwFfiQn.pow." 

Sk -Ctofwot very imiftb at^prov«d ef tlw 
propofidi and'weihQn^wcQtiinCQ ibe.hpHfq, 
wJierefficrhftd a r«yigwiyexecfptioii frpTO 
Urq^ Miini»n<i who :ie-b« ao~rnMat»j{tb)i&A 
iritJkltis.Y^t, voixd a lp«k pf a)vch'fiiij««[f^ 
tent from Madame Duval, who 6ui toMfi 
in « flow wcH«e, *' I'd as faoo have>feen<Qld 
Ki«k:fts that man. tfor ,^s the nwA jm^ 
pertinen(ea ipet(bn;ii^.-di^/Wotkl. .»ui.is>n'« 
BCTOTici' «y fide--" .nv . o, • 
1 The>C^ain:u«a}« ^£bually iK:(^>ifiA in 
foeniyii^'i9ivt:4bhem0'whBih, 'he-laj^y » 
f9^i«y^4tf-^M<>^'>A apdi(hBi^;iiq4 
^lighned is he at tlHddca,rxhar he can fnree^ 
ly- conftmin'hiMiilpcures fuffieicnel^r to can- 
eealiiis defigitt eveo fromberTelf. i.wiihi 
fconevfer* fincpJ,dD nDt:<.darepuiliM«dac(ie 
Pmral tipkut Isr.^rd,' that he hnhchr (teU^ 
caqt'.iiDtto floi|iuuntnie wiehlhis:iftient(pa, : 
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Le T T E K II. 

EveUna in CMthtualiM.' 

M«7 131I1. 

THE Captain's operations are bemln, 
— ^nd, I hope, ended 1 for incKed, 
psor -Madame Duval hai already but too 
much feafon to regret Sir Clement's vilit to 
Howard Grave. 

Yeiterdayunoming, dnringbiEakfaft, as' 
the -Capuun n&'s reading toe ocws-^papor,' 
Sir Ostnsnt &ddenly b^ged to look .at 
it, iaytqg ihe wanted to know if -diere wu 
any.accoant -of .« tran&fikioa, at whadhiie' 
haA ilxra, pieTtbt the enienin; iieforc tfiS' 
journey hither, cOnceaning b mar Frehch- 
maiv 'i^ci had got onto -a Ibrape which 
might coft him his life. 

then Sir Clement told a long ftory, of beit^ 
with -fi parry df xtouhtry fnondt, oit the 
Tenner, -and liejioBg ^^mbi..!!!^ out .for! 
merfy in fuencfa ( :»id.ifhnt when be eo- 
quiied into ch£ occ^Qomof .hirdiArds, hgi 
was informed, that he had been taken 1^; 
upon iii^icios ' of .iileltfohifale pra&ices 
againft iIk.' govormnent. " The poor fel- 
low," CiHilinucd he, " n« foonoT fi)nni| 
that I fpoke Eiscnch, dian iie bdought we 
A 4 to 



....Coogic 



t. EVELINA, 

to hear him, protefting chat h.e had no evil 
defigns ; that he had be%n but a ihort time 
in Ejigtand, and only waited the ^return of 
a Lady from the country, to quit it for 
ever." 

Madame Duval changed colour, and Uf-' 
tened with thcucmott attention. . 
. " Now, though I. by no means approve 
of fo many foreigners continually flocking 
into our country," added he, addrefling- 
himfelf to the Captain, " yet I could not 
help pitying the poor wretch, becaufe he 
did not know enough of Engliih to make : 
his defence : ' however, I found it impoffible ' 
to aflid him, for the mob would not fu%r 
me'to interfere. In truth, I am afraid he. 
was but roi^hly handled." 

." Why, did -they duck hira?" laid the 
Captain, 

Sometfuog of that hri," anfwered 
he. ■..■■■.;■;- 

*' So much thC' better ! lb much the 
better!" Cried the Captain, ** an imptident 
French puppy !— I'll bet you what you wilt 
be was a rafcal. 1 only wiAi all his coun- 
trymen were fcrved thd fame." 

** I wifh you had been in bis pla<^ with 
all my foul 1" cried Madame Duval, warm- 
ly i— " but pray. Sir, did n't nobody know 
who this poor gentleman was. t" 

" Why. , 
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** Why, I did hear his name," anfwer- 
ed Sir Cleme«, *^ but I cannot recpUed 
it." 

•' It was n't, — it was n't— Du- Bois V* 
ftammered out Madame Duval. 

** The very name t" anfwered hej ** yes^ 
Du Bois, 1 remember it now." 

Madame Duval's cup fell from her hand, 
as ihe repeated ** Dti Bois ! MonGeur Du 
Bois, did you fay ?*! , 

** Du B(Ms ! why that's mjr friend," cried, 
the Captain, " that's Monfeer SUppery^ i'n't 
it ? — Why he's plaguy fond of foufing 
work i howfomever, I'll be fworn they gave 
him his fill of it." 

" And ril be fworn," cried Madame 
Duval, " that you're a— but I don't believe 
nothing about it, fo you need n't be fo over- 
joyed, for I dare fay it was no mw* Mpn- 
fieur Du Bois than I am." ' 

** I thought at the time," faid Sir Cle- 
ment, very gravely, '* that I had fecn the 
Matleman before, and now I recolleft, I 
m'lnkit was in company with you, Ma> 
dam." 

" With msi Sir I" cried Madame Du- 
val. 

** Say you fo T* faid the Captain^ *' why 
then, it muft be he, as fure as you're 
alive !^— Well but, my good friendj what 
*ai ihey do -with poor Minfm-?\ 

As "If 
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. " It is -difficult to fay," aniwcwd Sir 
Clemenf, ,very thqughrfully, "but J ihoudd 
fuppofc, that if lie nas not good friends to 
•ppear forrhim, he will iie-jn a .veiyon- 
pleafant fituationi for.thefe are ferious Ibrt 
of affairs.'*' 

** Why do^ou think they'll han_g him ?" 
demanded the Captain. 

Sir Clement Ihook. bis head, but made 
no anfwer. 

I^adameDuKalcpuld lio longer. contain 
tcr agitation ,i the -Aacwd from har chaic, 
repeating, with a voice -hajf choakcd, 
" Uaoghim !" — they C3n*t;,>'™they Ihan'l,'-" 
let them at their peril !— •however, it's all 
£alfe, and I wpnt believea word of it j— 
l^ut I'll^o to town .this very mofncn^, and 
fee M. tDu Bois myfelf j^-f wont wait ifor 
Qothi^g." 

Mrs. Mirvan bc^edlhiardipt to^bc ^lanih- 
ed ; but fhe flew out of the .-room, and-up 
flairs into her oiwn appartment. Lady How- 
ard rblamed both the gentlemen for hayjng 
been fo abrupt, and followed :h(!C Irwouild 
have accompanied her, but the Capcaia 
flopped mej and, :bavit)g;grftJiiqgbed very 
.heartily, faid he was going to read his cofflr 
miflion to his fhip's company. 

" Now, .do yeu fee," faid he, ** as «o 
Lady IJoward, . J iha'nt pretend for to en- 
iift her into.niiyiCTyi<;e, .snd.feAjfliaU e'so 
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leave iier ca mal^eic out las .well ^ibe caD> 
but as to all you, I pxpe^ obeeUeoqe and 
fubmiffion to ordets ^ I am ^ojy , upp^i' a 
hazardous expedition, iiaviog ufldpKaJi,eD to 
coavoy a ciazy ycflH to the fbare of Mor- 
tificatioa i fo, d*ye fee, if a^y pf you !have 
zay thing to propofe, that .will fonw^d the 
•enierprizq,— why fpc^k aid welconae; but 
if any of you, that are of my chofcn £rew, 
capitulate, or entf r iato ^y - tccsty ',>Yith 
the enemy, — I flxaU look lipoh you as ,iiiV*- 
tinying, and turn you Adrirt," - . i • 

Having finiflied, this harangue* which 
was interlarded with .qiany exp^eflions, -and 
lea-phrafcs, that I camiot recoiled, he gave 
Sir Clement a wink of inteUigence|,; antTlrfc 
us to ourfelves. ■ , j 

Indeed, notwithftandiog the attempts I 
fo frequently make of wilting forae of xhg 
Captain's converfaiion, I can only give yoi^ 
a faint idea of his language ; Jor .almoA 
Eweryother word he utters, is accompanied 
by an -oath, which, I am fure, would be 
as unpleafant for you t* read, as for me to 
write. And, ,befides, he makes ufe of a 
chc^fand fea-^terms, which are to .me quite 
Mijintelligible. , 

Poor Madame Duval lent toenquire at 

^I'probable places, whether ihe could b^ 

conveyed to town in any Itage-coacb : but 

t^ Captain's l^v^^ broiight .her for a^r 

A 6 fwer, 
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/Wer, that no London ftage would' pafs near 
Howard Grove till to-daf. She then fenc 
to order a chaife; but was fiwn affured* 
that no horfes could' be procured. Shewas 
to much inflamed' by chete difappointments,. 
. that ffic threatened" to fetourror town on 
foot, and it was with- difficulty that Lady 
Howard difluadicd her from this maa 
fcheme. 

The whole morning- was filled up with 
theft enquiries. But, when we were all" 
aifembled to dinner, fhe cndeavoared to 
appear perftftly unconcerned, and repeat- 
edly proteffed that Ihc gave not any credit 
to the report^ as far as it regarded M. Dir 
Bbis, being very certain that be was not the 
perfon in queftlon. 

The Captain vied the moft proToking ef- 
forts to convince her that Ihe deceived ner- 
felfj while Sir Clement, with more arti 
though not left maline; aSfefted to be rf 
her- opinion ; but, at the fame time that be 
pretended to relieve her uneafinefs, by fay- 
ing that he doubted not having miftaken 
the name, he took care to enlarge upon the 
danger to which the- unkiiovm gentleman was 
expolcd, and exprefltd great concern at bis- 
perilous fituatlon. 

Dinner was hardly Tcmoved, when a let* 

ter was delivered to Madame Duval. The 

Btoowac Ihe had rc%d it, Ihe haftily de> 

mandcd 
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inanded from whom ic cwne ? *^ A couno^ . 
boy brought it," anfwered the fervanc; 
•' but ho would not wait." 

*' Run after him this inftant !** cried 
Ihe, " 7mA be fure you bring him back. 
MeaDkict quelavanimret fue firai-Je ?" '■ 

" What's the matter ? what's the mat- 
ter?" faid the Captain. 

*' Why nothing,— nothing's the matter. 
O meh Dieu f" 

And Ihe rofe, and walked about the 
room. ■ 

*' Why, what— has Monfier fcnt t« 
you ?'* continued the Captain : " is that 
there letter from him ?'* 

** No,— ^t i*n*t J— befides, if it is, it's 
nothing to you." 

" O then, I'm fare it is J Pray bow;. 
Madame, dbn^t be fo rfofe j come^ tell us- 
atl a^uc itj^what does he fay ? how did 
he rclifli the horfe-pond ?— which did he 
find beft, foufing _^agle or ^uhle /—'Fore 
George, 'twas plaguy unlijcky you was not 
witlvTiim 1" 

** Ill's no ibeh a thing, Sir,** cried Oie; 
■very angrily, " and if you're fo very fond 
of a horfe-pond, I wifli you'd put yourfdf 
into one, and not be always a thinking 
about other people's beinjg wrved fo." 

The man then came in, to acquaint he'e 

shey ' could not OTCrtake the boy. She 

fcolded 
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iboUBd vjohnttir, «n4 -«M'! in-fuch jsettur- 
bacion, that Lady iHoward interferqd> and 
begged to know the caufe of 'her urteafi- 
lie^ And whei!hei'.lherattutd,a'flltftiier? 

MedBine Duval oaft her egros i^pon the 
Captain and £ir xCleiheac, and laid fbc 
Ihoutd be glad, to jpeak to her I^adylhip, 
without (o many wimeffis. 

" Well, then, Mift Anville," faid the 
Captain, turning to me, " do you and 
Moliqr go. into another Footiij and ftay there 
till Mrs. Duval has opened her mind t(^ 
tw." 

" So jou may think, Sir," cried Ihe, 
*' but who's fool then ? no, no, you 
nflcd ;n't trouble your-fctf to maJtc a nmny 
of me, neither, for I'm not lb <afily taken 
in, rUsffurcyou." 

Lady Howard then inviced her into the 
dreOing-rooau and I>vwa defifed to attend 
her. 

As -fooa 43 we had fiiut the door, *' O 
my Ladji," ca^Iaimed -Madame Duval, 
*' here's the moft cruelleft thing in the 
jworld.has liappened [-'— iwt thatCirptarn is 
£uch a ibe^, I can't i»y nothing beibv 
liim,-~-i>a£Jt's aU.-true ! ipoQr M. I>v BoU 
istookeii jup !" 

Lady Howard ibogged <her -to be 'Com- 

feaed,ia]«ngihat,:asM. Oat Bek mw cer- 

taiiUy 
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tainbf jnnooent, tbcre could be no doubt 
of hi^, ability -to clear Eiijcn&lf. 

** To bcifurc, iiiyXad)^,'*aDfwcred fhe» 
V if know he is innaccntj. anii tote fure 
tU^'U newer be fo lyicked as to Jiang hin) 
foriiiothing?" 

'*, Certainly not j" replied Lady How- 
ard, *' you fiave no je^on to be uneafy. 
This js not :a (country where puDiOioient' Is 
inflii^Ed without prppf.'* 

" Very true,' Kiy X-ady j but the. worlt 
thing is,tttis> I pannot bear that thatiel- 
low, the Captain, fliould know .about it ; 
for if -he doe*, I flia'n't never hear the 
Jaft of itj— no more won't popr. M. Hu 
Bois." 

'* Well, welU" laid Xady Howard, 
" Jheiw voe -the letter, and I will endeavour 
to advife you." 

Xheictter -was then jiroduced. It was 
figned by -the. clerk of a country jufticci 
wnp acquainted -her, that .a prifoner, then 
upon -trial for fufpicion of treafonabk prac- 
tices againft'the government, was juft -upon 
^ poipt of ^ing committed to jail, but 
having declared that he was known to her, 
^ this derJc had been prevailed uppnto write, 
i^ order to enquire -if itieTeally couldfpeajc 
tathe chantfter and family of a Frenchman 
whfi'CMted hfnxCclf Fierre Da Spis. 

When 
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When I heard the Icttarv I was quite- 
amazed at its fucccfs. So improbable 'dyt 
it ftem, that a fbreigrier. ffiould ' be taken 
before a eeuittry juftice of; peace, for a 
crime of fo dangerous 'a nature, chat I can- 
not imagine how Madame Duval Could bt 
alarmed, even for a moment. But, with, 
all her vioience of temper, I fee that flit ■ 
is eafily frightened, and, tn faft, mort cow- 
ardly than many who have not hatf her 
fpirit;' and fo iittie does (he refleift upOR. 
circumftanccs, or probability, that llie iy 
continually the dupe- of her own— I ought 
not to lay i^»W(W«, bat yet, I can thinic 
of na other word. - - 

I believe .thajt Lady Howard, from the- 
beginning oythetranfaftion, fiifpefted fome 
contrivance of the Captain, and this letter, 
I am fure, muft confirm her fufpicion r 
however, though ihe is not at all pleafed 
with his frolick, yet ftie wouH not hazard- 
the confequence of difcovering his de^-' 
figns : her looks, her manner, and her cha- 
rafter, made me draw this conclufion from- 
her apparent perplexity j for not a word did 
ftic fayi that implied any doubt of the au- 
thenticity of the letter. Indeed there feem* 
to be a fort of tacit agreement between 
her and the Ctfptain, that flie ftiouW -not 
appear to be acquainted with his fcbcmes ^ 
by 
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by which tixzni fhe at once avoids quar- 
jasy and fuppotts her dignity. 

While Qlc was conlidering what to pFO- 
pofe, Madame Duval begged to have the 
ufe of her Ladjrfliip's chariot, chat Jhe 
might go immediately to the affiftancc of 
her friend. Lady Howard politely afliircft 
her, that it would be extremely at her fer- 
vice; and then Madame Duval befought 
iier not to own to the Captain what Had 
happened, protefting that fhc could not 
endure be ihould know poor M. da Boi» 
had met with io unfominate an accident; 
Lady Howard coul4 not help fmiling^ 
though fhe readily proniifed hot to inferm 
the Captain of the affair. As to mc^ ihe 
defired myattendahce ; which I' was by no 
means rejcHced at, as I was- certain Ihe was 
going upon a fruitiefs errand. 

1 war theii cotn^ifllbncd 'to <x6er ihc^ 
•chariot. ■ ' 

At the foot c^ the ftair» I met the Cap- 
tain, who was moft impatiently waiting tM. 
refult of the conference. In an inllant we 
were joined by Sir Clement. A thoufand 
enquiries were then made concerning Ma- 
dame Duval's opinion (^ the letter, and her 
intentions upon it : and when I would have 
left them. Sir Clement, pretending equal ' 
eagerocGi with the Captiun, caught my 
■ ' * " 3^ 



hand, and repeattdly oetuned me, 

fomc 



fome .frtvc^oiM <quoftian> ta t^ anfnor of 
which he m»& be tot«Ux indifforeot. JU 
lea^th, hoift>v«r, I broke fiom them ;they 
Feared iatOifbeparJour, aod I execuKd my 
oomntifnon. 

Tiw carriage wss foon feady, and^ib- 
daRKlDuKslJwMingibcggedXad; Howivxi 
to fay iHe was not well, ftole foftly dqw» 
ftatra, dtfiriflg me no ,f«j3tow her. . Tbe 
chariot was. 'ordered ai (the. garden-ideor « 
and vHben iwewercfeattdjfAte told. the maiia 
aefiardifigw ^<el«rk\s dbit&tans, to drave 
K9 tMc JiulUse TitrceU*«, aAiqg, at the 
fidiKilime* ;h9w-DBfinir.i)alcsrflff'heiivod!? ■■ . 

I ^pofted be would bawAn^eredthiit 
he.Knw «f /bo jfodlipntbiii laut, 'to my 
greait iftuprifc, ihctfaid, ** Why 'Sqwire Ty- 
kU Iwa .afccrat. .niiU; aiules iteywd -«be 
park." 

: :* Jbi«eofaA,/ditn.V Kuied.iflte». " 4nd 
you ftia'n't be no worfe for it." .■•■ ^ ;, 

Dxitttig-'OHr] vdci: wliikV: VMS .eHtrvArly 
IttdiouS, iflK-Aomiwtaii Itanftdf with artbffN^ 
faod fears ipr .M. }9io Snis' :&fcty v an4 
piqDfld -hcrrdf Ateiy jnoch wpon havit>g 
cfcs^ed un&cfl ■ by tibe.Captiun, ngt .ooly 
that £be aTi»d«djhifi otiutnph, :fcniit(be£aufe 
ibe iktuew .^imjojbit &> ouich M. 'ii>ij Bods' 
enemy, that&e -was -SancM would preiu> 
dtde tthe il^il^ice ^gainft him, .and endee^ 
vniu- itg jEske <wirAy w ia ii&. ^vr :0iy pact, 
I was 
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X was .^uite. afliacptd -of bcuig .engsgcii in 
fo riciiculoiis' in aifiir, and could onLjr 
thinlc of the abfurd appearance we fiioula 
make ^p©n our aioval at Mr. TyxcU'i. 

■WhenweJiadiMten out.nw -iwoJiQUia, 
iriii .es^jefted syciy pvpn\eptto ftop at xhs 
'^Ufiei'.of ^r deuinatioii, ,1 obferved xbac 
Lad^ Hawvd'B Tervant;,..whoaftividcd.uji 
«B.hQrffibftok, rode on forward fill he wa^ 
Oltt flf JSght *n^ -foop after Tcturning, 
came .up to tbe .chariotiwiodaw, and de- 
livering a noteto Madame Dufal, faid he 
had.meta boy,, wiorwas jfift pjainingwith 
tt to Howatd Cttiiie, iroiri the Clerk of 

. Syhite flie was,res^i%i^^KideictoT(a 
. to the other jwindJMr,- an4. .making a $g^ 
fon.fccj-efy, ^Ut jnto m^ h»n4 a Siip lof 
pa|icr|^ ,gp ,ip(bU;h^a« -s^tt^O, l"V?ilj90Ter 
hippins, Kf ,nQt;alaii(^rr?pr wij.wei^Sj _ 

. I rpa4ilT:iDMgined:t^$pCk[np;(ting]ft 
be the 'audior^f :tbis jjooe, .whjcK .pr-^pait^ 
mc to expert forac^if^reeable adveniure : 
but r had no 'titiie^ to ponder upon It;^ for 
Mada,me, Pa'xal had nOj;fooqei; ccfd'her 
own lwer,'tHap,,inraq[a:^ryf.SQhe,ftnroic«j 
fhe exclaimed, " Why n6w'*wliat ^' thlrjg- 
18 ihijs ! ^cr£ -we're coqac ,aih iljif wayfor 
o6tmn2T'" ...... 
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eh gave 

fornied her, ttiat fhe need not trouble her'' 
felf to go to Mf. Tyrrell's as the prifoner 
had'hadthe addrefs to efcape. I congra- 
tulated her iroon this fort:una,te incident; 
but fhe was'ro much coftcerne'd at having 
i^e fo far irt vain, that Ihe'fefemed leu 
bleafcd than provoked. However, flic or- 
dered the man to make what hafte he coulJ 
home, as fhe hoped, at leaft, to return be- 
fore the Captaiji fhould fufpeft what' had 
paffcd.- ■ ■■■ • p - ' ■■■• ; ■ - '■■--■■ 
. The cairriisc'^thed ■abijuti artd we jour- 
neyed fo-quictly fWr hear an Koiii-, that I bfcgan 
to flatty nmelf we ihould be goffered to 
{jfiicced to HbwftfffiGrbvewithmit further 
molellation, whni foddenlf, '^hc footmatf' 
called oii;, .**■ John, arfc we goitig ■right ?'* ' 

;**'but'PnJ-af?a'nrwe ttifned-wrori^/'' 

" WhariioyQu rtieih by that. Sirrah i^ 
faid''Madame Duval, ** why if yoii fofe 
yoor way,' "we (hall be all in the dark."" " 

•* I think weihould turn tothe left," faici 
the footman. 

•To ihe lift'!" anfwtrtd the btHcr,- 
** No, lio, I'm i)krtlj^Tur?;'*vc"fK6uld turri 
t6 tht right." -'■■'■' ' . ;■■ 

" ■Youhad better' make foriie enquiry,'*' 

&idl. ■■ • 

" Ma 
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" Mafm" cried Madame Duval, " we're 
in a fine hole, here ! — they neither of theni 
jknow no more than the ppft.. However, J'll 
tell my Liady, as fure as you're borri, fo 
yotf d better find the way.*^ 
' '** Let's try this Jane," /aid the'footman.,^ 

**. No,",f^id th? coachman,' *^ that's tlje 
co^d to Canterbury ; we had belt go ftratghc 
on.": 

'** V^hy that's the'dire^Londoh. road,'* 
returned the foothiah, '** ind wiU. lead us 
twenty miles about." ■ ■• 

** ParS,'* cried "Madame puva], ** why 
they won't go one waj nor t'other ! an^ 
now we're come all this jaunt for nothing, 
I fuppofe wf flian't get home to-night !'* 

' Lct's^ go back to the public-houfe," 
faid the footman, *' afid a(k for a guide." 

"■ No,-no," faid the other, " ff we ftay 
here a few minutes, fomebody or other 
will pafs byi and the hprfes are almoft 
knocked up already." 

" Well, I proteft," cried Madame Du- 
val, ** I'd give a guinea to fee them fots, 
both horfc-whippcd 1 As fure as I'm alive, 
they're drunk! Ten to one but they'll 
overturn us next!" ^ 

After much debating, they, at length,. 

agreed to go on, till we came to fome inn, 

or met with a pallenger who could direct 

^s. We foon arrived at a fmall farm-hourc,. 

and 
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JUtd the footman alighted, and went into 

if; 

lA a few minutes'he returned, and' told 
lis we might proceed, for that he had pro- 
cured a direftioiii ^ But," added h^ 
•'it ftem&. there irefome thieves." hore- 
abbut&i and To the beft way will be for 
you to leave your watched ancf piirles witH. 
the.farmep, wholknow very. w?U, sad whd' 
is- an ndiieft. man, ''ahd' a * tenatit ' of oi; 

t'ady'sr- -■ '\:"'l ': '■ -■ 

** Xhieves, !" cried Madame Duyal.-.looK- 
ing aghalft, "" the Lord' Kelp us t^^I'Ve no 
doubt' But we fiiall be all'murcferccl'!'* 

The farmer came up to us, and we ^V9 
him alT'we were wor'rii,, and" the ' ftiVants 
fcrflbwed pur example. We.thefi prpcecded* 
and. PtfadaTne Duval's ahget fo entirely flib- 
fided, that, in the mildeft matincr im^in- 
ablb, flie intreated them to niake hafte, and 
promifed to tell their Lady How-diligent and 
obliging thejr .had beep. She perpetually' 
ft'Opped tjieni, io aOt if they apprehended 
any danger ^ and was, at length,. fo nsiiclii 
Overpowered by her fears, tfikt,me tii^de the 
footman fatten Kis horfe j^ the back of the 
caxriage, , and then come arid' feat himfelf 
\*ithin it. My endeavours to cncoiarage 
Ile'r'were, fi'iiitlefs; fKc latin the middlfci. 
Kcl3 the' man by thei'arm, and pnactfed' 
that ff'fe did' but fave W life, fflc would' 
make 
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make^ his fortune. Het uneafimfs g^ivc 
miE imich concern, and it was with- the 
utRioft difficulty I forbore to acquaint bn* 
that ihe was impofitd upoti ; .bub the mu- 
mial &M of the Captaia*s tefentmont 10 
me, and a£ her. own to him^. neither of 
^^cH'WOuld liawe: aiw modenattwf, 'deiri> 
Md.nfc„ .Aatoccbs taataiBB^ hawosievit- 
dentlyin torture from re&raindi^jhtsilauglu- 
tbiv .audi L chiaryxd:. tAarliB w^ fnic^ently 
ofaiigcd'. toi Aialvs niofti hordtf ' griinticest 
finrn: pccteudedifBai^-in (BdcctctiocnceBihis. 
rifibllity. 

Very- fooii afrav *' The: roibbers arc 
oomingjf*' aaicd) die coBcfiman; 

Tiie-> fbdtman. (qteratd the dooi^ and 
jimiipedout'C^ ^'.iihu-iaEtL 
. Madame lJ)uKaLgavic.a.laud^iiin)am, 

I could no longer preferve mf filence. 
** Eor Hcavarit lake,, my dear. Madam," 
ibid J), " dorfti bcalarmedi— T-you arc in" no 
daofgcn-ffou .arer quite; fa^,-^--ihBre ia no" 
lirinpbiltT— " . 

J&re. tksr. oharibtwasi IXopped, by tim 
meOt injiHBfks^ who^-'ai^eaahifidcvpuiuini 
tfaeirhrads, as ifforodnpuricB. Madame 
Buval funic tathe bottom of the chariot,^ 
aind' implored their mercy. I- fbrieked in- 
wtluBCatily, although- prepared for the at-', 
tack: one of chemitidd-^ofdft,,wbiIe.the 
other 
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other tore poor Madame Duval out of the 
carriage^ in fpice of ber cries, threats, and 
refiftance. 

i was really frightened, and trembled ex- 
ceedingly. My angel !" cried the man 
who held me, ' you cannot furely be 
alarmed,— ^o you not know me f^l fball 
hold myfelf in eternal abhoirence, if 1 have 
realty terrified you," 

" Indeed, Sir Clement, you have,* 
cried I,—'* but, for Heaven's fake, where 
is Madame Duval i — r why is Ihe forced 
aw^ i" 

She is perfeftly Cife ; the Captain has 
her in charge : but fufier me liow, my 
adored MHs AnviUe, to take the only op- 
portunity that is flowed me, m ^ak' 
upon another, a msch dearer^ much fweeter 
fubjcft." 

And then he haftily came into the cha- 
riot, and feated himfelf next to me. 1- 
would faja have difengaged mylelf fromi 
him, but he would not let liieT ** Deny; 
me not, mofl cKarming of women,'* cried 
lie, " deny, me not this only moment that: 
is lent me, to pour forth nly foul into your 
gentle ears, — to tell you how ' much I fuf- 
fcr from your abfenee, — how much I dread 
yourdtfplcafure,-7-andhaw cfuellylamaf- 
fefted by your coldodsV* ■ ,' .- , 

"OSir, 
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O Sir, this is no time for fuch Ian- 
age, — pray leave mc, pray go to the re- 
lef of Madame DuvaJ, — I cannot bear 
that (he fhould be treated with fuch indig- 
nity." 

And will you,— can you command 
my abfence ?— When may I fpeak to you, 
if not now ?— does the Captain fuffer me 
to breathe a moment out of his fight ?— and 
arc not a thoufand impertinent people for. 
ever at your elbow." 

" Indeed, Sir Clement, you muft change 
your .ftyle, or I will not hear you. The 
io^ertinent people you mean, are among my 
beft friencfs, and you would not, if you 
really wHhed me well, fpeak of them fa . 
difrefoeafuUy." 

" Wifti you well ! — O Mifs Anville, 
point but out to me how, in what man- 
ner I may convince you c£ the fervour of 
my pafEon,-^tell me but what fervices you 
will accept from me,— and you ftiall find 
my life, my fortune, my wholefoulac your 
devotion.** 

** I want nothing. Sir, that you can of- 
fer j — I beg you not to talk, to me fo — fo 
ftrangcjy.- JPray leave me, and pray aflure 
yourfclf, you cannot take any method fo 
uiecefsjefs to Ihew any regard for me, as 
entering into fchemcs fo frightful to Mu- 
VoL.lL B dame 
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dame Duval, and Sa dilagrecable to iny- 

fclf." 

. " The fchemc was the Captain's -, I even 

oppofed it : though, I own, I could not 

retule myfelf the ib-long-wilhed-fbr hap- 

pinefs, of fpeaking to you once more, 

without fo many of~~yo\iT fijends to watch 

inc. And I had flattered myfclf, that the 

note I charged the footman to give you 

ivould have prevented the alarm you have 

rccefved." 

, " Well, Sir, you have now, I hope, faid 

enough ; and, if you will not go yourfelf to 

fee fyi Madame Duval, at leaft fuSer me 

to enquire what is become of her." 

• " And when cnay 1 fpcak to you a- 

gaih?" 

'* No matter when,— I don*t know,— 
perhaps—'* 

" Perhaps what, my angel ?" 

** Perhaps »n«r. Sir,— if you torment 
me thus." 

" Never! O Mi& Anville, how cruel, 
how piercine to my foul is that icy word ! 
—Indeed, f cannot endure fuch difplea- 
fure." 

" Then, Sir, you muft not provoke it. 
Pray leave me dlreaiy." 

I will. Madam : but let me, at 'eaft, 

make a merit of my obedience,— allow me 

CO hope that you will, in future, be Icfs 

averic 
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aTcrfe to trufting yourfelf for a few mo- 
ments alone with me." 

I was fufpriicd at the freedom of this 
requeft ; but, while I hefitateii how to an- 
fwer it, the other mafk came up to the 
chariot-door, and, in a voice aJmoft ftifled 
with laughter, faid, ** I've done for her ! 
—the old buck is fafe -, — but we muft 
flieer off directly, or we Ihall be all a- 
ground." 

Sir Clement inftantly left me, mounted 
his horfe, and rode off. The Captain, hav- 
ing given fome dire^tons to the Cervants, 
followed him, 

I was both uneafy and impatient to know 
the fate of Madame Duval, and imme- 
diately got out of the chariot to feek 
her. I defired the footman to fliew me 
which way Ihe was gone j he pointed with 
his finger, by way of anfwer, and I faw that 
he dared not truft his voice to make any 
other. I waited on, a very quick pace, 
and foon, to my great conlcernatton, pcr-< 
ceived the poor lady, feated upright in a 
ditch. I .flew to her,, with unfei^ied con- 
cern at her fituation. She was fobbing, 
nay, almoft roaring,- and in the utmou 
agony of rage and terror. As foon as fhe 
faw me, fhe rtdoublcd her cries, but her 
voice was fo broken, I could not vader- 
ftand a word fhe faid. I was fo much 
Ba Ihock«I, 



fiiocked, that it was with difficulty I for- 
bore exclaiming agalnft the cruelty o£ the 
Captain, for thus wantonly iH-treating herj 
and I could not forgive myfclf for having, 
paffively fuffered the decep'tion. . I uled my 
utmoft endeavours to comfort her, afiuring 
her of our prefent fafety, and begging her 

- to rife, and return to thecharibc. 

Almoft burftingwith paflion, fhe pointed 
to her feet, and with frightful violence, flic 
a^ually beat the ground with her hands. 
I then faw, that licr feet were tied togc- 

. ther with a ftrong rope, which was faftencd 
to the upper branch of a tree, even with an 

■ hedge which ran along the ditch where ftie 
fat. I endeavoured to untie the kpot, but 
foon' found it was infinitely beyond my 
ftrength. I was, therefore, obliged to ap- 
ply to the foounan •, but being very un- 
willing to add to his mirth, by the light 
of Madame Duval's fituation,,! iJefircd him 
to. lend me a knife ; I returned with it, 
and cut the rope. Her feet were foon dif- 
entanglcd, and then^ though with great 
difficulty I ainfted her to rife. But what 
was my altonifliment, when, the moment 
(he was up, Ihc hit rac a violent flap on 
the face ! I retreated from her with preci- 
t9tion and dread, and Oie thgn loaded me 
with reproaghes, which,' though almbit un- 
intelligible, convinced me that fiie Imagined 
Ihad 
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I had voluntarily deferted her i but Ihe 
ieemcd not to have the flighteft fufpicion 
that fhe had not been attacked by real 
robbers. 

I was fo ^uch furprifed and confounded 
'at the How, that, for fome time, I fufFercd 
her to rave without making any anfwer', 
but her extreme teication, and real fufier- 
ing, foon difpelled my anger, which all 
turned into compaflion. I then told her, 
that I had been forcibly detained from fol- 
lowing her, and aflured her of. my real for- 
Tow at her rll ufage. 

She began to be fomewhat appeaftd ; 
-xnA I again entreated her to return to the 
TCarriage, or give me leave to order that it 
■fhould draw up to the place where wc 
flood. She made no anfwcr» lill I told her", 
that the longer we remained ftill,' the 
greater would be the danger of our ride 
home. Struck with this hint, flic fad- 
^thfy, and with hafty fteps, moved lor- 

•■^Hcr drcfs Was in fucK diforder, tliat t 
""^^ quite forry to have her figure expofed 
tSiihe fervants, who all of them, in irnitar 
tion of their mafter, hold her in derifion: 
however, the difgrace was unavoidable. 

The diirh, happily, was almoft quite 
dry, or ihe muft have fiiftercd ftill more 
Icridufly -, yet, fo forlorn, fo miferible 'a, • 
B3 figure. 
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figyrc, I never before faw. Her ■ head- 
drefs had fallen off; her linen was torn} 
her negligee had not a pin left in it j her 
petticoats fhc was obliged to hold on i and 
iier fhoes were perpetualFy flipping off. 
She was covered with dirt, weeds, and filth, 
and her face was really horrible, for the 
pomatum and powder trom her head, and 
the duft from the road, were quite pafted on 
her fltin by her tears, which, with her reuge, 

. made fo frightful a mixture, that flie hardly 
looked human. 

The fcrvants were ready to die with 
laughter, the moment they faw here but 
not all my rcmonftrances could prevail 
upon her to get into the carriage, till Sae 
had moft vehemently reproached them 
both, for not refcuing her/ The footman, 
Szinc his eyes on the ground, as if fearr 
ful oT again trulling hlmfclf co loolc at her, 
proteftcd that the robbers had vowed they 
would Ihoot him, if he moved an incK 
and that one of them had ftayed to watch 
the chariot, while the other carried her off; 

. adding, that the reafon of their behaving 
fo barbaroufly, was to revenge our having 
fecured- our-purfes. NotwimftandiDg her 
anger, Ihe gave immediate credit to what 
he faid, ana really imagined that her want 
of money had irritated the pretended rob- 
bers to treat her with fuch cruelty. I de- 
termined^ 
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termined, therefore, to be carefully upon 
my guard, not to betray the impofitionj 
wMch could now anfwcr no other purpofe^ 
than occaBoning an irreparable breach be- 
tween her and the Captain. 

Juft as we were feated in the chariot, (he 
difcovered the lofs which her head had fuf- 
tained, and called out, *' My God 1 what is 
becomed of my hair ?— why the villain hat 
ftolc all my curls I" 

She then ordered the man to run and iee 
if he could find any of them in the ditch; 
He went, . and prelencly returning, pro^ 
duced a great quantity of hair, in fuch 
a nafly condition, that I was amazed the 
would take it i and the man, as he deli- 
vered it to her, found it impofliblc to keep 
his countenance; which flie no &oner ob- 
ferred, than all her ftormy paflions were a- 
gain raJfed. She Aung the battered curls 
tn his face, faying, " Sirrah, what do you 
grin for ? I wim you'd been ferved fo 
yourfclf, and you would n't have found it 
no fuch joke : you are the impudentcft fel- 
low ever I fee, and if I find you dare grin 
at me any more, I Ihall make no ceremony 
of boxing your cars." 

.Satisfied with the threat, the man haftily 

retired, and we drove on. 

. Her anger now fubfidi'ng into grief, Ihe 

(Kgan molt forrowfully to lament her cafe; 

B 4 " I be- 
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, ■** I believe," ftie cried, ** never aobody 
was fo unlucky as I am ! and lb :here, be* 
cauft I ha'nt had misfortunes eoongh al- 
ready, thw -puppy has made me iofe my 
curls !— Why, -I can't fee" nobody -without 
them ;*-— only look at me,— I was never fo 
had ofF in my life before. Par&t if I'd 
kiTOw'd as much,- I'd have brought two or 
threefetswichme: -but I'd never a thought 
of fuch a thing as this." 

Finding her now fomewhat pacified, I 
ventured to afk an account of her adven- 
ture, which I will endeavour to write In 
her own words. 

" Why, child, all this misfortune comei 
of that puppy's making us leave our mo- 
ney bdiind us ; for as foon as the roldicr &e 
I did not put nothing in his hands, he 
lugged me out of the chariot by main 
force, and I verily thought he'd have mur- 
dered me. He was as ftrong as a lion ; I 
was no more in his hands than a child. 
But I believe never nobody was fo abufed 
before, for he dragged me down the road, 
pulling and hawltng me all the way, as if 
I'd no more. feeling than a horfe. I'm fure 

•I wifh I could fee that man cut up and 
quartered alive ! however, he'll come to 
the gallows, that's one good thing. So, as 
fooaaa we'd got out of fight of the cha- 
riot,— though he ne^ n't have been afraid^ 
for 

L. 
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Jbr if he*d beat mc to a jnummy, thofc 
cowardly fellows would n't have faid no- 
thing to it.-^So, when I was got there, 
what does he do. Bur, all of a iudden, he 
takes me by both the Ihoulders, and h? 
gives me fuch a fhake I — M?« Dteu ! I 
mail never forget it, if I live to be an hun- 
dred. I'm fure I dare fay I'm out of joinp 
all over. And, though I made as much 
noife as ever I could, he took no mor? 
notice of it than nothing at all, but there 
he ftood, (haking lYie in that manner, as if 
he was doing it for a wager. I'm deter- 
mined, if it cofts me all my fortune, I'll fee 
that villain hanged. He Ihall be found 
out, if there's e'er a juftice in Ehgland. Sq 
when he had Ihook me till he was tired, 
and I felt all over like a jelly, without fay- 
ing never a worc^, he takes and pops me 
into the ditch ! I'm fure I thought he'd 
haVe murdered me, as much as I ever 
thought' any tiling in my life, for he kept 
bumping me about, as if he thought no- 
thing too bad for ■ mc. However, I'm re- 
folved I'll never leave my purfe behind me 
again, the longeft day I have to live. So 
wTien he could n'tftand over me no longer, 
lib holds out his liands again for my mo- 
ney ; but he was as cunning as could be,, 
for he woiild n't fpeak a word, becaufe I 
&ouid n't fwear to his voice j however, 
B5 that 
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that Iba'nc Tave him, for I'll fwear to htna, 
any day in the year, if I can but catch 
him. So, when I told him I had no mor 
ney, he fell tojerking me aMin, juft as if 
lie had but that moment begun \ And, 
after that, he got me clofe by a tree, and 
out of his pocket he pulls a great cord !— 
It's a wonder I did not fwoon away, for as 
fure as you're alive, he was going to hang' 
me to that tree. I fcreamed like any tWng 
mad, and told him if he would but fpare 
my life, I'd never profecute him, nor tell 
nobody what he'd done to me : fo he ftood 
fome time, quit© in a brown ftudy, a think- 

, ing what he fhould do. And ib, aftec 
that, he forced me to fit down in the ditch, 
and- he tied- my feet together, juft as you . 
lee them, and then, as if he had not done 
enough, he twitched off my cap, and,, 
without faying nothing^ got on his horfe, 
and left me in that condfiiOn, thinking, t 
fuppole, that I might He there, andipe? 
rifh-." 

Though- thi^ aarrative almoin compelled' 
me to laugh, yet I was really irritated with. 

■ the Captain-, for canyi'ng his love of tor- 
menting.—^dT/i he calls itj-^-to fucKbar-. 
barous and unjuftifikble extremes. I con.^ 
Ibted and foothed^her aswellas Twas ablCa. 
and told, her that, fince M. Du Bois had; 
dca{>^ 

.D.5„:s.., Google 
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ticaped, I hoped when fiie recovered from 
her fright, all would end well. 

** rrighty child!" repeated Ihe, " vihy 
that'i not half ;— I promife you, I wifli it 
was ; but here I'm bruifed from top to toe, 
and it's well if ever I have the right ufe of 
my limbs ^ain. However, I'm glad the 
villain got nothing but his trouble for his 
pains. But here the worft is to come, for 
I caa't go out, becaule I've got no curls, 
and fo he'll be efcaped,, before I can get to 
the Juftice to flop nim. I'm refolvcd I'll 
tell Lady Howard how her man ferved me, 
for if he had n't made me fiing *em away, 
1 dare fay I could have pinned them up 
well enough for the country." 

" Perhaps Lady Howard may be able 
to lend you a cap that will wear without 

" Lady Howard^ indeed ! why, do you 
diink I'd wear one of her dowdies ? No,, 
I'U-ppomili: you, Ilha'nt put od no fuch' ~ 
difgulfemcnt.. It's the unluckiefl thing in 
the world, that £ did not make the man 
pick, up' the curls again ;: but he put me in. 
luch' a palHon,. I could not think of no- 
thing.. 1 know I can't get none at Howard 
Grove for love nor money, for of all the 
flupid places ever I fee, that Howard 
Grove is the woril ! there's never no get*- 
ting nothing one wants." 

B6, This 
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This fort of converfation laffed till we 
arrived at our journey's end ; and then, a 
new diftrefs occurred j Madame Duval was 
eager to fpeak to Lady Howard and Mrt. 
Mirvan, and to relate her misfortunes, but 
ihe could not endure that Sir Clement or 
the Captain fhould (ee her in fuch diforder, 
for ftic faid they wcre^fo ill-natured, that 
inftead of pitying her, they would only 
make a jeft of her difaftcrs. She therefore 
fent me firft into the houfe, to wait for an 
cpportunity of their being out of the way, 
that flie might fteal up ftairs unobferved. 
In this I fucceeded, as the gentlemen 
thought it moft prudent not to feem watch- 
ing for her; though they both contrived 
to divert themfelvcs with peeping at her as 
flie paffed. 

She went immediately to bed, where ffie 
had herfupper. Lady Howard and Mrs. 
Mirvan both of them very kindly fat 
with her, and iiftened to her tale with 
compaffionate nttcntion ; While Mifs Mir- 
van and I retired to our 'own room, whei"c 
■ I was very glad to end the trpublra of the 
day in a comfortable cdnveriation. ■ 

The Captain's raptures, during flipper, 
at the fuccefs of his plan, were boiindlels. 
I fpoke, afterwards, to Mrs. Mirvan, with 
the opennefs which her kindnefs encou- 
ragesj and beg^d hgr co remenftratc with 
him 
... ...Google ■ 



EVELINA; 37 

him upon the cruelty of tormenting Ma- 
dame Duval fo caufelcfsly. She promifcd 
to take the firft opportunity of ftarting the 
fubjeft, but faid he was, at prefent, fo 
much elated' that he wourd not Iiften to her 
with any paramce. However, ftiould he 
make any new efforts to moleft her, I can 
by no means confent to be paffive. Had! 
imagined he would have been fo violent, 
■I would have rilked his anger in her defence 
much fooner. 

She has kept her bed all day, and de- 
clares ftie is almoft bruifed to death. 

Adieu, dear Sir. "What a long letter , 
have I written ! I could almoft fancy I fent 
it you from London ! 



LETTER lil. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Howard Grove, M<7 i^tlij 

THIS infaiiable Captain, if left tb 
himfelf, would' not, I believe, reft, 
till- he had tormented Madame Duval into 
a fever. He fecm» to have no delight but 
in terrifying or provoking her, and all his 
thoughts apparently -turn upon inventing 
■ * fucK 
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fuch methods as may do it moft eScc- 
tuallf. 

She had her breakfaft ^in in bed yes- 
terday morning i but during ours, the 
Captain^ with a very lignificant look ac Sir 
Clement, gave us to underftand,. that he- 
thought fbe had now refted loi^ enough to- 
bear the hardfhips of a frefli campaign. 

His meaning was obvious, and, there- 
fore, 1 refolved to endeavour immediately 
to put a ftop to his intended exploits. 
When breakf^ was- over, I followed Mrs. 
Mirvan out of the parlour, and begged her 
to ^ofe no time in pleading the caule o£ 
Madame Duval with the Captain.. *' My 
love,"" anfwered Ihe, ** I have already ex- 
poftulated with him; but all I can fay is. 
fruitlefs, while his favourite Sir Clement. 
contrives to urge him on." 

" Then I will gp and fpcak to Sir Gle-, 
ment," ftid I, ** for t know he will defift„ 
if 1 requeft him.** 

" Have a carc^ my deari** faid flie^ 
foiiling, *' it is fometimes dangerous to 
make nequefts to men, who ate too defirous 
^of receiving them." 

*' Well tnen, my dear Madam, will you 
give me leave to fpcak myfelf to die Cap- 
tain ?'* 

" Willingly ; nay, I will, accompany you 
to him." 

z I thanked. 
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I thanked her, and we went to feek hitn. 
He was walking in the garden with Sir 
Clement. Mrs. Mirvan moft obligingly 
made an opening for my purpoft^ by lay- 
ing, " Mr. Mirvan, I have brought a pe- 
Qtioner with me." 

'* Why what's the matter now ?" cried he. 

I was fearful of making him angry, an4 
ftammered very much, when I told hiifi, I 
hoped he had no new plan for alarming 
Madame Duval, 

" New plan!" cried he, " why, you 
don't fuppofe the old one would do again, 
do you I Not but what it was a very good 
one, only 1 doubt fhc would n't bite." 

" Ind«d, Sir^' laid 1, " Ihe has al- 
Ecady fuffered too much, and I hope you 
will pardon me, if I take the liberty of 
telling you, that I think it my duty to 
do air in ray power to prevent her titing 
iagain fo much terrified." 

A fullen gloominefs inltantly clouded hfa 
face, and, turning fhort from me, he faid, 
I might do as. I pleaied, but that I Ihould 
much fooner repent than repair my ofH> 
cioufnefs. 

. I was too much difconcerted at this 
rebuflT, to attempt making any anfwer, and, 
finding that Sir Clement warmly efpoufed 
my caufe, I walked away, and left them 
U) difcufs the point together. 

Mra. Mirvan,, who never Ipeaks to the 
Cajtain. 
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Captain when he is out pf humonr, was 
glad to folIoMr me, and with her ufual 
uveetnefs, made a thoufand apologies for 
her hulband's ill-manners. 

When I left her, I went to Madame 
Duval, who was juft rifen, and Employed 
in examining the cloaths fhc had on the 
day of her ill ufage. 

Here's a 6ght !'*" cried fhe. "Come 
here, child,— only loQk^^Pardi, fo long 
as I've live'd, I never fee fo' much before ! 
Why, all my things ar'e fpoih, aiVd, what's 
worfe, my facque was ta good as new. 
Here's thefecond negligee I've had ufed in 
this mannerl — I am uirc I was a fool to put 
it on, in fuch a lonelbme place as this ; how- 
ever, if I ftay here thefe ten years, V\\ 
' never put on another good gowri, that Vtn 
refolvra." 

*• Will you let thft maid tiy if file caii 
iron it out, or clean it, Ma'alii ? 

'* No, fiie'U only make bad worfe.— 
But look here, no*, here's a (Jloak ! Mo» 
Dim! *hy, ic looks like adlfh-clout! OF 
all the unmckineilfes, that ever I met', this 
is the worft 1 for, do you know, I bought it 
but the day before I feft Paris s'-^-Befidcs, 
into the bargain, my ca^'s qiiire gone ; 
where the villain twitched it, I don't know, 
but I never fee no mbre or ii, from that 
time to this. Now you muft know this 
was tht becothingeft Cap 1 had iti the 
- ' i,',no^^lfforld. 
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world, for I've never another with pirik 
ribbon in it ; and, to tell you the truth) 
if I had n't thought to have feen M. Du 
Bois, I'd no more have put it on than 
I'd have flown ; for as to what one wears 
in fuch a ftupid place as this, it ^gnificlT 
710 more than nothing at all.** 

She then told me, that ffae had been 
chinking all night of a contrivance to hin- 
der che Captain irom finding out her lofs of 
carls; which wu, havii^ a large gauze 
huidkerchief fUnned on her head as a hood, 
and &ying ifaeihad the tooch-sch. 

" To tell you the truth," added fhft, 
*' I believe that Captain is one of the 
worft men in the world ; he*> always makii^ 
a joke of me ; and as to his being a gentle- 
man, he has no more manners than a bear, 
for he's always upon the grin when ODe*! 
in diftre& 1 sad, I declare, I'd rather be 
done any thing to than laugh'd at, for* 
to my mindi it's one or other th« diifagree>i> 
ableft thing in the world." 

Mrs. Mirvab, I found. Had b«en en* 
deavouring to dilTuade her from the de- 
sign fhe had formed,, of having recourft 
to the law, in order to find out the ft^t 
pofed rol^rs^ for iHe dreads a difcovery 
of the Captdin, during Madame Duval s 
ftay at Howard- Grove, as it could not 
fail being, prodoftive of infinite commo- 
tion. 
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-lion. She has, therefore, taken great pains 
tolhew the inutility' of applying tojuftice^ 
unlefs flic were more abic to defcribe the 
offenders ^ainft whom fhe would appear, 
and has auiired her, that as Die iieither 
heard their voices, nor faw their faces, fhe 
cannot poflibly fwear to their perfons> or 
obtain any redrefs. 

' Madame Duval, in telling me this, ex- 
tremely lamented her hard fate, that ihe 
■was thus prevented from revenging her in- 
juries ; which, however, flic vowed fhe 
would not be perfuaded to pocket iMulf, 
*' becaufe," added fhe, " if fuch villains as 
thefe are let to have their own way, and 
nobody takes no notice of their impudence,, 
they'll make no more ado than nottung at 
all of tying people in ditches, and fuch 
chings' as that : however, I fball confult 
with M. : Du Bois, as foon as I can ferret 
out iriiere he's hid himfelf. I'm fure I've 
a right to hjs advice, for it's all along of 
his gaping abotlt at the Tower that I've 
met with thefe misfbrtunes." 

" M. Du Bois, faid I, will, I am fure> 
be very forry when he hears what has hap- 
pened." 

" And what good will that do now P— * 

that won't unfpoil all my cloaths; I can 

tell him, I a'n't much obliged to hitli,. 

though it's no fault ^ his;— -yet it i'n*t 

the : 
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the \e& provokinger for that. ' I'm fure, if 
he had been there, to have feen me ferved 
in that manner, and put neck and heels into 
a ditch, he'd no more have thought it was 
me, than the Pope of Rome, I'll promile 
you, whatever you may think of it, I ftu*nt 
have no reft, night nor day, ull I find out 
that roBue." 

'* I nave no doubt. Madam, but you 
will {bon difcover him." . 

** Pardi, if I do, I'll hang him, as fure 
as fate I— but what's the oddeft, is that he 
Jhould take fuch a 'fpecial fpiK a^inft me^ 
above all the reft 1 it was as much for net- 
thing, as could be, for I don't know what 
I had done, fo particular bad, to be uled 
in that manner : I'm fure, I had n't given 
him no ofience, as I know of, for I never 
fee his face all the time ; and as to fcream- 
ing a little, I think it's very bard, if one 
muft n't do fuch a thing at that, when one*s 
-put in fear of one's life. 

During this converfation, (he endeavour- 
ed to adjuft her head drefs, but could apt 
at all pleafe herfelf. ~ Indeed, had I not 
been prefent, I Ihould have thought it im- 
polfible for a woman at her time of life to 
be fo very difficult in rfegatd to drefs. 
What (he may have in view, I cannot ima- 

§ine, but the labour of the toilette feeAis 
le chief burine(s of her life. 

When 
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WKen I left her, m my way down ftairs, 
I met Sir Clement, who, with great ear- 
neftnefs, faid he muH not be denied the 
honour of a mom-ni's converfation with 
mej and then, without waitiftg for an 
anfwer, he ted me to the garden, at' the 
door of which, however, I abfolutely in- 
lifted upon (topping. 

He ieemcd very fcrious, and faidj iii a 
grave tone of .voice, " At length, MJfe 
Anyille, I flatter myfdf I have hit \ipon 
•un expedient that will obliige you, aftd 
therefore,' tiioug^ it is death to myfelf, I 
-will put it in pradicci'* ' 

I begge<4 him ta explain Hmfelf, 

*' I faw yoijr defire of faving Madame 
-Duval, and fcarce 'could I refrain giving 
the brutal Captain my real opinion of his 
lavage condud ; but I am unwilling to 
quarrel mth him, lefl I fhould be denied 
entrance ihto a houfe which you inhabit : 
I have been endeavouring to prevail wit6 
him to give uphis abftjrd new fcheme, but 
I find him impenetrable :— ^I have therefort 
determined to make a pretence for fuddenly 
leaving this place, dear as it is to me, and 
containing all 1 moft 'admire arid adore j— 
And I willftay ih tdwh till the violence of 
this boobylfli humoilr is abated." 
■ He ftopped j ftut I was fileht, for i kne* 
not what 1 oWght to fay. He took my . 
hand. 
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' . hand, which he preiled to his lips, faying, 
" And muft I, then, ^ifs Anvilk, muft 
I qiit you — facrifice voluntsrily, ray greaxcft 
felicity, — and yet not be honoured with 
one word, one look of approbation ?" 

I withdrew my hajid, and faid, with a 
half laugh, " You know fo well. Sir Cle- 
ment, the value of the favours you confer, 
that ic would be iuperfluous for me to 
point it out." 

" Charming, charminc girl 1 how does 
your wit, your underftanding rife upon me 
daily ! and muft I, can I part with you ?— ' 
will no other "methodrr-" 

" O Sir, do you lb foon repent the good 
office you had planned for Madame Du- 
val ?" 

'* For Madame Puya] !— cryel creature, 
and will you not even fufFer me to place 
to your account the facrifice. I am about to 
make ?" 

" You muft place it. Sir, to what ac- . 
count you plca&jj but lam coo. much in 
hafte now to ftay here anf longer." 

And then I would have left him, but 
he. held me, and, rather impatiently,' faid, 
** If, then, I cannot be fo happy as to, 
oblige jrwzt Mifs Anville, you muft not be 
furprifed, ftiould I feek to oblige myfelf. 
If my fcheme is not honoured with your 
approbatjion, for which alone it was form- ' 
cd. 
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ed, why (hould I, to my own. infinite dij(> 
fatisfa&ion, purfue it i" 

Wc were then, for a few minutes, both 
filent ; I was really unwilling he Ihould 

five up a plan which would fo e^dually 
reak into the Captain's defigns, and, at 
the fame time, fave me the pain of difo- 
bliging him i and I fiioutd inftantly and 
thankiully have accepted his offered civi- 
lity, had not Mrs. Mirvan's caution made . 
me fearful. However, when he prefled 
me to fpeak, I faid, in an ironical voice, , 
** I had thought, Sir, that the very ftrong 
fenfe you have yourfelf of the favour you 
propofc to me, would fufficiently have re- 
paid you, but, as I was miftaken, I muft 
thank you myfelf. And now, making a 
low court'fy, "I hope. Sir, you are fa- 
tisficd." 

*' Lovclieft of thy fex— " he began, 
but I forced myfelf from him, and ran up ■ 
flairs. 

Soon after, Miis Mirvan told me that < 
Sir Clement had juft received a letter, 
which obliged him inftantly to leave the 
Grove, and that he had aftually ordered ' 
achaife. I then acquainted her with the 
real ftate of the affair. Indeed, I conceal 
nothing from her, Ihe is fo gentle and fweet- 
tempered, that it gives me great pleafure 
to pkcc an entire confidence la her. . 

^t 
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At dinner, I muft own, we all milled 
him i for chough the flightinefs of bis be- 
haviour to me, when we are by ourfelves, 
is vecy dillrefnng, yet, in large companies, 
and general converfation, he is extremely 
entenaining and agreeable. As to the Cap- 
uin, he has been lo much chagrined at hia 
departure, that he has fcarce fpoken a word 
fincc he went: but Madame Duval, who 
made her firfl: public appearance fince 
her accident, was quite in raptures that flie 
cfcaped feeing him. 

The money which we left at the farm- 
houfc, has been returned to us. What 
pains the Captain muft have talcen to ar- 
range and man^ the adventures which 
he chofe we ihould meet with ! Yet he 
muft certunly be difcovered, for Madame 
Duval is already very much perplexed, 
at having received a letter this morning 
from M. Du Bois, in which he makes no 
mention of his imprifonment. However, 
flie has fo little fufpicion, that fhe imput» 
his filcnce upon the fubjcd:, to his fears 
that the letter might be intercepted. 

Not one opportunity could I meet with, 
while Sir Clement was here, to' enquire 
after his friend Lord Orville : but 1 think- 
it was ftrange he Ihould never mention him 
unaflced. Indeed, I rather wonder that 
Mrs. Mirvan hcifelf did not introduce tho 
fubjeft. 
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fubjeft, for Iho always feemed particalarly 
attentive lo him. . ! 

And now, once more, all my thoughts^ ■ 
involuntarily turn upon the letter I fo (oon 
expeft from Paris. This vifit of Sir Cle- 
ment has, however, fomewhat diverted my 
fears, and therefore I am very glad he made 
it ac this time. Adieu, my dear Sir. 



LETTER IV. 

Sir John Belmont to tA^y Hovaard. 

Puis, Mejr ii. 

Madam, 

I Have this mooient the honour of your 
Ladylhlp's letter, and I will noc wait 
another, betbre. I return an anfwer. 

It felck>m happens that a man, though 
extolled as a fainc, is really without ble- 
miih i or that another, though reviled as 
a.dcvil, is. really, without humanity. Per-- 
baps the time is not very diftant, when E 
may have the honour to convince your La- 
dylbip of this truth, in regard to Mr. Vil- 
Urs and myfelf. 

As to the young lady, whom Mr. Vilhirs 

£) obligingly propo&s prelenting to me, I 

wifli hoiall.the-happiaeu-tD which, by your 

Ladyfhip's 
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X.adylhip*s account, flie ieems endtled ; and, 
if flic has a third part of the merit of her 
.to whom you compare her, 1 doubt not 
but Mr. Viliars will be more fuccefsful in 
every other application he may make for 
her advant^, than he can ever be in any 
with which he may be pleafed to favour 
mc. 

I have the honour to be, 
Madam, 
your Ladyship's moft humble 
and molt obedient fervant 
JoHif Belmoht. 



L E T T E R V, 

Evelina to the Rev. M-. ViUars'. 

Howard GroR, May it> 

WELL, my dear Sir, all is now 
over ! the letter fo anxioufly ex- 
■ pefted, is at length arrived, and wy^ doom 
U fixed. The various feelings which ,op-' 
prefs me, I have not language to dcfcribet 
noF need I,— you know my heart, you have 
yourfelf formed it, — and its fenfadons upon 
this occafion, you may but t^o reidily ima- 
gine. 
Vot.n. C Outcaft- 



,„=„.,GoogIc 



so E V E L I N A. 

■ Outcaft as F am, »nd rejected for ever 
hy- him to whom f a( right belong,— ^liali 
t now implore j-oar continued protcclion ?■** 
lio» no,^I will not odcnd youi' generous 
heart, which, open to diftrefe, has no Willi 
Kut to rtlieve it, with an application that 
woold- ftem to imply a doubt. I am more 
fecure than ever of your, kindncfs, fince 
you now know upon that is my fole de- 
pend,apcc. 

I'cndeavourto bear this ftrokewich com- 
pofure, and in fuch a manner as if I had 
a)ready received your counfel and confola- 
tion. Yet, at times, my emotions are almoft 
too mucfir fbr me. 0"S"r, what a letter for 
a parent to write ! mutt I not myfelf be 
deaf to the voice of Nature,, if I could en- 
dure to be thus abfotutely abandoned, with- 
out regret ! I d«re not even to you, nor 
would I, could I help it, to mylelf, ac- 
knc^ledge all that I tktnk ; for, indeed, X 
IjAve, fometimes, fentinnents upon this re- 
jefVipn, which iny' ftrongeft fcrtfe of" dXiiy 
can fcarcely corrfc^. Tet, fuffer itle toaflc, 
"—might not this anfwer have ban fof- 
tened ?— was it not enough to difclaim me 
flt>r over, without treating me with con- 
t^pt, and wounding me with detilion? 

But» while I am thus thinking of myfelf, 
I" forget how much more he is the objeft' of 
S^tov, .th»a I am ! Alas/ what iUnends can- 
he 
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hs make hhta£l^» forthe Mguilh he h hoard- 
ftigr.up far rime to-cArw \ My hear? WeetM 
Ibc bim, whenever this rcfieftion occura to 
nc 

Wh« is isid of jiffw, my proteftor, mjt 
fiicnd, my beie&ftor ? — I dare not truft 
myfelf to comment upon. Grackms Hm- 
Ten I what a rfe£um' ror g^sbdnefs fo unpa- 
talkled ! 

I would fain endeavour to diTcrt my 
chougbcs from this- &bjed» but even' that 
U not in my power -, for, afflidtine as this- 
letter is to me, I fold that it will not be 
^loumj to conclude the afiair, though it 
does air nny exp^ftations : ftir Madam* 
Ddval has determined not m let it. rift 
Jteiv. She, heard the letter in great wrath^- 
3Ad piboefted fhe would not be fo ealily an- 
fiKred. ; {he regretted' her facility in having 
been prevailed upon to yield the direfiion 
of this a^r to tholi: who knew not how 
to manage* it, and vowed Ihe would herfelf 
W)4^n:ak!e' and conduct it in future. 
- Ww in vain, th^ I have pleaded agvnfti 
her ^^tation, and beibughther to forbear 
an attack, wlverc flie has nodiing to cxpz& 
hat reftnnnenr •, efpecirily as there fccms to 
btf a-hinC, ihjt Lady Howard will oae day 
Ibe-' fticU^ openly dealr with : flie will not 
Imk me^ fhc is fuviouHy bent upon' a pro- 
jttft whidi u oembk co thini of^r^for flie 
C 2 means 
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means to go herfelf to Paris, take me with 
her, and there, /iw< to face^ demand juftice ' 
< How to appeafe or to perfuade her, I 
know not ; but for the univcrfe would I not 
be dragged, in fucha manner, to an inter- 
view fo awful, with a parent I have never 
yet beheld I 

- Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan are both 
of them infinitely Ibocked at the' pr^fent 
iituadon of affairs, and they Teem to be 
even more kind to me than ever \ and my 
dear Maria, who is the friend of my heart^ 
tifes her utmoft efibrts to confole me, and^ 
when ihc fails in her defign, with ftill greater 
kindnefs, fhe fympathifes is my fofrow. 

I very much rejoice^ however, that Sir 
Clement WiUoughby had left us before this 
letter arrived. Yam fure the general con- 
fufion of the houfe would, otho-wifc, have 
betrayed to him the whole of a tale which 
] now^ more than ever, wifh to have buried 
in oblivion. 

Lady Howard thinks I ought not to dif-. 
oblige 'Madame Duval^ yet Ihe ackhow- 
ledges the.impmpriety of my accompanying 
her abroad upon fuch an enterprize. In- 
deed I would rather die, than force myfelf 
into his prefencc. But fo vehement is Ma- 
dame Duval, that fhe would inftandy have 
compelled me to attend her to town, in her 
way to Paris, had apt Lady Howard fo far 
exerted 

.; ...Google 
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exerted herfelf, as to declare Ilie could by 
no means confent to my quitting her houfe, 
till (he gave me up to you, by whofe per- 
miflion I had entered it. 

She was extremely angry at this denial ; 
and the Captain, by his meers and raillery, 
fo much encreafcd her rage, that Ihe has 
poQtively declared, fhould your next letter 
difputc her authority to guide me by her 
own [Jleafurc, Ihe will, without hefitation, 
make a journey to Berry Hill, and teach 
ym to know vobo fie is. . 

Should Ihe put this threat in execution, 
nothing could give me greater uncafinefs,- 
fov her violence and volubility would al- 
moft diftraA you. 

Unable as I am to aA for myfelf, or to> 
judge what-conduift I ought to {uu-fue,- 
how grateful do I feel my^lf, that I have 
foch a guide and director to counfel and 
inftruA mc as yourfelf I 
. Adieu, my deareft Sir 1 Heaven, I tnift, 
will never, lee me live to be repulfed and 
derid^ by you^ to whom I may now Ggn 
myfelf 

Wholly your 

Evelina. 
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L E T T E R Vr. 

LET not my Evelina be deprefitd ty 
9L ftroke of fortune for wtvct ibe is 
not refponlibie. Np brench of duty on 
your port, has iocurrcd the luiSdflaiiefs 
which has been fhewn yout jioribavc you, 
by 4ny 9&. o£ imprudeaoe, provakcd.cKher 
(;earure or reproach. Let ine cacrev jkhx, 
' thcxefore.inf dearcftchild, tofupportyoivr 
fdf with that courage which your iQiK>*. 
Qcncy ought do iofpire •, and let alt ih^ ^f- 
Ai&too you alknv yourfelf, be for him ooly* 
who, not havjng that lupport, tnuft ope day 
lie biK too lieverely iea£ble iiow awch he 
wants it. ■ 

. Tl)c hjot thrown .«ut coocenung mjnielf, 
i| whc^y iynintel%ible to tne : n^hcarti 
IdarcQvm, fully acquiti ane <rf wice, but 
without blmifij^ 1 have, never ventured to' 
pronounce myfelf. However, it feems hii 
intention to be hetrafter more explicit, and 
f^,-— fhould any thing appear, that has 
on my part, contributed to thole rpisforcuncs 
we lament, let me, at leaft, fay, that the 
moft partial of my friends cannot be fo 
' much 



EVELINA. 55 

much jiftonHhe^ «s 1 ihall ^yleff .be» at 
iuch « difcovery. 

The mention, alfo, of aur /0/iwf <i^/i- 
t4Uums I may nuke, is equally beyond my 
comprdienrion. But \ will not dwell upoa 
a fu^^ which .almoft compels frofti me 
Fcfic^Bons Uuc £2nnpt but be wounding fo 
z heart fp ibrtned for filial tendcrnels as my 
£velina'». There is an air of myftcry 
diroqghout thp letter, the cKplaaauon of* 
which I will await m filence. 

The fchetne of Madame Duval is fuch 
as -ipighc be reafonably e:q>e<^ed from a 
voipan lb lictle Inured to dif^}pointmc;nt, 
and {b totally inpapable of conridering the 
ddic^y of jrour utuocion. . Your averfe- 
nefs to hxx plan gives m( pleafure, for it 
cxaftly correfppnds with my own. Why 
will flie not make the journey Oie projefU 
hf herfe^ i She would not have even the 
vi^ cf an oppoGciqn tp encouhtcr. And 
then, once more, might my child and my- 
felf be left to the quiet enjoyment of that 
peaceful happinefs, which fhe alone has jri-, 
terrupted. As to her coming hither, I't, 
could, indeed, difpenfe with fuch a viiSt j " 
but, if fhe will not be be fatia6ed with my 
refufal by letter, I muft fubmit to the talk 
of giving it her in perfon. 

My impatience for your return is en- 

crealcd by your account of Sir Clement 

C4 Wil- 



56 EVELINA. 

■Willoughby's Tifit to Howard Grove. I 
am but little furprifed at the peifeverance 
of his afiiduitics to intereft you in his fa- 
vour j but I am very much hurt that you" 
fliould be expofed to addrcffes, which, by 
their privacy, have an air that fhocks me. 
You cannot, my love, be too circumfpcil ; 
the Qightefl carelefsnels on your part, will 
be taKcn advantage of, by a man of his 
difpofition. It is not fufficient for you t« 
be refervcd ; his conduft even calls foryour 
(refentment: and Ihould he again, as will 
doubtlefs be his endeavdur, cohtnve tQ fo- 
licit your favour in private, let your dif- 
(lain and difplcafure be fo mafkcd, as tdcon- 
ftrain a change in his behaviour. " Though,' 
indeed, Ihould his vifit be repeated while 
you remain at the Grove, Lady Howard 
muft pardon me if I fliorten your's. 

Adieu, my child. You will always make 
my refpefts to the hofpitable famHy to 
*bkb we are fo much obliged. 
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LETTER VU. 
A&-. ViSars it Lady Howari^ 

Berry HUI^ Mty «7- . 
Dear Madam, 

I Believe your LadyOiip will not be fur- 
prifed at hearing I have had a vifit 
from Madame Duval, as 1 doubt not her. 
having made known her intention before 
flie left Howard Grove. I would gladly 
have excufed myfelf this meeting, could 1- 
have avoided it decently ; but, ^er fo long 
a journey, it was not poflible to refufe her 
admittance. 

She told mc, that Ihe came to Berrv Hill» 
in confequence of a tetter I had fent to her 
grand-daughter, in which I had forbid her 
going to Paris, Very roughly, {he then 
called me to account for the authority 
which I aflumed ; and, had 1 been difpoTed 
to have argocd wich her, flic woiUd very 
angrily have difputed the right by which 
I'ufed it. But I declined all debating. I 
therefore liftened very «[uietly, till fhe had . 
fo much fatigued herfclf with talking, that 
flie was glad, in her turn,, to be filcnt. 
And then, I begged to know the purport 
of her viiit. 

Q S She 



She anfwered, that fhe came to make me 
relinquifh «)ie power I had i^urped orer 
her grand-daughter, and afTured me fhe 
would ;iot qyit the place till fbe fucceeded. 

But I \ml twt troufclc yeur Ladyihip 
with the particulars of this difagreeabfe 
converTatioQ t nofftiould I, but on account 
of the rriult, have chqCen fo unpltafaVit a 
fubjeft for your perufal. However, I will 
be as concife as I poffibly can, that the bet- 
ter occupations of your Ladyfliip's time 
may be tne lefs impeded. 

'When fhe found me inexorable in-refufing; 
Evelina's attending lier to Paris, Ae pe- 
remptorily iniiftedfc that flie fhould, at ieaft^ 
live with her in London* tili Sir John Bel- 
mont's retym. I rempnftrated againft-this 
jfchcme with all the energy in my power ; 
but the coiMieft was vain ; (he \c& her pa- 
tience, and I my time She declared ttiac 
if I was eeioLute in oppofing her, Ihe would 
inftantly make a wil!» in which (he would 
leave all her fortune to ftrangers, though^ 
otherwife^ (be intended her grand-daughter 
for hcp Gale heirefs. 

■ To mc^ I own, this, threat feemed of lit- 
tle confequence i. I have long accuftomed 
nrefelf to think, that, with a competency,, 
of^ which (he is fure, my child might be as 
happy as in Ae po(refnon of millions : but 
the mccrtjtude of her future fate, deters me 
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from followiog impltcinr the dlfhites of my 
prefent judgment. The conneftions fl^ 
mzj hereafter fonn, the ftyle of life for 
which Ok may be deftined, and the future 
family to which Ihe may belong, are con- 
fiderations which mve but too much weight 
to the menaces of Madame Duval. In 
fhort» Madam, after a diicourfe i/ifinitely 
tedious, I was o'bligedjlhoDgh very reluc- 
tantly, to compFQmile with this ungovcrn* 
able woman, by confcnting that Evelina 
fliould pafs one month with her. 

1 never made a conceflion with fo bad a 
grace, or fo much rcgcot. The yiple;nce 
and vu^Mity of this womao» her total igtifi- 
cance of propriety, the family to whLch flic 
is related, and the company ftte is likely to 
keep, arc oibje&ions fo forcible to her hav> 
log ihe (jhar^ of this dear child, that m>> 
tKing lefs -than my diffidence of die rij^t I 
kave of dc^.iv^ng her of fo lai^e a farm 
tune, would have induced me to tiftcn to 
her propofal. Indeed we parted, at laR^ 
equally difcontenoed, Ibe, at what I bad 
refilled, I, at what I had granted. 

il now only remain^ ror me u> rctura. 
your Ladyfhip my humble acknowledge, 
meats for the kindflds which you have fo 
liberdly fitewn to my ward ; and to beg 
^ou would have the goodnefs to part with 
her, when Madame Duval thinks proper 
' C6 ' Uk 
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to claim the promife which fhe has extorted 
from me. I am. 

Dear Madam, &c. 

Arthur VitL'ARs. 



LETTER VIII. 

Mr, YiUoFi to EveUna, 

Benr Hill, Mrr 28. 

WI T H a reluftance which occafions 
me inexprcflible uneafinefs, I have 
been simoft compelled to confent that my 
Evelina fiiould quit the proteftion of the 
hofpitable and refpcAable Lady Howard, 
and accompany Madame Duval to a city 
which I had hoped flic would never again 
have ratered. But alas, my o ar child, we 
arc the Haves of cuftom, the dupes of preju- 
dice, and dare not ftcm the torrent of an 
oppofing world,, even though our judg- 
ments condemn our compliance 1 however, 
fince the die is caft, we muft endeavour to 
make the bcft of it. 

You will have occafion, in the couHe of 
the month you are to pafs with Madame 
Duvd, For all the circumfpedion and pru- 
dence you cao call to your aid : fhe wil) 
not. 
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not, I know, propofe any thin^ to you 
which (he thinks wrong herfelf*, but you 
mufl: learn not only to Judge but to aU for 
yourfelf: if any fcbecnes are ftarted, any 
engagements made, which your underftand- 
ing reprefents to you as improper, exert 
yourfelf refolutety in avoiding them, and do 
not, by a too paflive facility, rifk the ceo- 
furc of the world, or your own future rc-» 
grct. 

You Cannot too affiduouHy attend to 
Madame Duval herfelf ; but ] would wifli 
you to mix as little as polfible with her af- 
iociates, who are not likely to be among 
thofe whofe acquaintance would refieft cre- 
dit upon you. Remember, my dear Eve- 
lina, nothing is fo delicate as the reputa- - 
cion of a woman : it is, at once, the moft 
beautiful and moft brittle of all human 
things. 

Adieu, my beloved child ; I Ihall be 
but ill at eafe till this month is elapfed. 

A. V, 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R IX. 
Ev^aa to tbt Rtv. Mr. V^fl^s. 

London, Jan« 5. 
N C E more, m^ deardl Sir* I write 
_ CO fou from clii> great ciey^. Tef- 
teiday morning, .with tbe criwft concern, I 
quitted the dear inhabitants of Howard 
Grove, and moft unpatientlj; fliaJl I -count 
the days till I fee them aeaig. X^A^ 
Howard and Mrs. Mirvao tocSc kare of mr 
with themoft Battoring kiodBcf*; but LB* 
deed 1 knew hoc how to part witk Mftrift, 
whofe own appacent Ibrcow redoubled mine, 
.She mode me promife to ^d her a letter 
every poft, And I &all write to iier with 
the Gtme freedom* and aJxnoft. the fatos 
confidence, you allow me to make .ufe of 
to'ybur&lf. 

TheCapuin was very £inl to jme, hut 
he wrangled with poor Madame Duval ta 
the laft moment: ; and, taking me aGde, Jufi 
before we got into the chaife, he faid^ 
** Hark'ee, Mifs Anville, I've a favour for 
to aik of you, which is this v that you 
wilJ write us word how the old gentlewo- 
man finds herfelf, when fhe fees it was all 
a trick : and what the French lubber fayft 
to it^ and all about it.'* 
... I an- 
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I anAnced chat I would obiey him, though 
X was very little plea&d with the commifr 
£«D, which, to me, was highly improper i, 
butiie will either treat me as an informer^ 
or make me a patty jn his frolic* 

As iboD as I we (kove away, Madame 
PiiVal, widi cmieh fatisiraftion, exclaimed 
" Ditu Merci, we've got off ^ Jatt I Pin 
fure i neyerde6rc to fee that place uain. 
It's a wonder Pre got away aiive; for I 
bdieve I've had the worft luck ever was 
known, from the time I fetiiiy foot upon 
the threAiold. i know I wtm I'd iiever 
a .gone. Beftdes, into the bargain, it's t^e 
mofl duUeft place in ^1 CbrijAeadom ; 
there's never no divdrfiona, nor noihiog at 
all." 

Then fhe bewailed M. Du Bom,, coo^ 
cenung'wfacrfe adventures fhs commued ta 
make variotzs conjedunes during the reft c^ 
aurjourneji. 

When I a&ed her what part of' London. 
&e jhould re&de in» ihe com me that Mr. 
Branghton was to meet us at an inn, and< 
woula condud us Co a lod^og. Accord- 
ingly, we proceeded to a houfe iq fiilhopf* 
gatC'^rtet, and wcfele^ by a.' vakic ihta 
a room were we found Mr. Branghton; ■ 

He r&eivcd os veryciviily;- fertfeemcd 

ratfacr furprized atfceihg me, faying ".Why 

i did 



64 E V EL I N a; ■ 

I did n't think of your brii^iiq; ~Mi& } 
however ihe*s very welcome." 

" Hi tell you how it was," faid Madams 
Duval i '' you muft know I've a mind to 
take the girl to Paris, that ffae may fee 
Ibmcthing of the world, and improve her- 
fetf a little ; befides, I've another rea&n, . 
that ^u and I will talk more about ; btit 
do you know, that medling old parfon as 
I told you of, would not let her go : how- 
ever, I*m refolvcd I'll be even with him* 
for I ihall take her on with me, without 
faying never a word more to nobody." 

I narted at diis intimation, which very 
much furprifed me.- But I am- very glad 
fhe has difcovered her intention, as I Ihall' 
be carrfully upon mv guard not to venture, 
from town with her. 

Mr. Branghton then hoped we hacipafied < 
our time agreeably in the country. 

" O Lord, Coufin," -cried fhe, *' I've, 
been the miferableft' creature in the world I 
I'm furc all the horfcs in London flia'n't 
drag me into the country again of one 
while: why how do you think I've been 
ferved h — only guefe." 

** Indeed Coufin, I can't pretend to da 
that." 

" Why then I'll tell you. Do you 

know, I've. been robbed l^-that is, tht: 

6 vUUia 
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Tillain would have robbfed me if he Coald» 
only I*d fecured all my money." 

** Why then, Coufin, I think your Mi 
,can*t have been very great." 

" O Lord, you- don't know what you're 
a faying i you're talking in the unthinlvngeft' 
manner in the world : why it was all along 
of not having no money,- that I met with, 
that misfortune.'' 

" How's that, Coufin ? I don't fee what, 
great misfortune yoii can have met with, if 
you'd fecured all your money." 

** That's becaufe you don't know nothing 
of the matter ; for there the villain came 
to the chaife, aad becaufe we had n't got 
nothing to give him, though he'd no more 
right to our money than the man in the 
moon, yet, do you know, he fell into the 
grcateft paffion ever you fee, and abufcd 
me in fuch 3 manner, and put me- in a 
ditch, and got a rojjc, o' purpofe to hang 
me,— and I'm fure, if that was.n't misfor-. 
tune enough, why I don't know what is." 

**This is a hard cafe indeed, Coufin. 
fiut why don't you go to Juftice Fielding ?'* 
O, as to that, I'm a going to him di- 
reftly i but only I want firft to fee poor 
M. Du Bois, for the oddeft thing of all 
is, that he has wrote to me, and never £aid 
nothing of where he is, nor Sat's become 
of him, nor nothing ^\&." ^ , 

" M. Du 
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. ^ M. Du fiois i why iie'A At my iaA 
at this very <ime." 

** :M. Du Bois at ftiar haufel well, I 
declare this is the iurprifiogcftnart-of ail ! 
bowcfcr, I afiunc you, I <hiok -ht <iiitght 
have coined for me, as well .as yov^ ex»&> 
fidering what I have gone chroi^ on ibig 
account } for, to teU .you the cru^ k.waa 
all along of him that I met with that acci* 
deac ■, lo 1 don't take it very kind of him, 
I promife you." 

" Well bu^ Coufio, tdl ma ioae «f 
the particulars of this al&ir." 

'* As to die payticulars, I'm iart du^M 
make youriiair itand aa cod co Jiear th^\ 
howtver, the begisuungpf k all was through 
dte fault of M. Du fiois : .but I'll aflure 
jnu, he may cake caic of himfelf in future^ 
llttce he don't lb owch as cx»ne to ibe if 
I'jn dead or alive^i-MMit t^eae I Hcnt- ibr 
him to a juiUoe oE peace, and rode all out 
of the way, and <wl evei^ chiog ta the 
world, aiKl'Vas ufed wor&r than a dog, 
and all for the ialceof ferving o£ him, and 
now, you &e, he don't (b much-^^-well, I 
was a fool for my pains,— 'howcTer, he may 
get Ibmebody e& to be created fe another 
ame, for if he's taken up every day in the 
areek. Til never go after him no wotCi'* 
. Thia occaCioned an cxplanadoo, in the 
courje of which, Mad,4ine Duval, to her 
uttec 
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vttcr wnazctnenr, hetrd tttat M. Dm Bois 
had ncYcr left Loodm during her abfence * 
iK>r. did Mr. Brai^ton JKlieve that he h«d 
c,vcr -been to the Tower, ' or awt with any 
kind of accident. 

Almoft inftantly, the whole mith of the 
tnmfadtion feetned to ru/b i^aK her mnd^ 
and her wrath was tnconcQivtbly violeot. - 
She idked me a thoufand queftwns in & 
breath, but, fortunatelf , was too vtbement 
to attend to my embarreflmem, which 
muft, othcrwifc, iia»c betrajrcd my know- 
l^l^ of the' deceit. JR.eyenge ww her ficft 
wim, and ihe vowed fhe would go the -neac . 
xnocn)^ CO' J«Aic£ Fielding, -arid esquire 
i^cpuhiJhincnttfbe might layrf^illy inttdt 
upon the CapCain for hU alTaulc. 

I bdtert we were an hoiH- in Biflio^ate- 
itxeet, before poor Madaofie Duval oould 
ajlpw i^y ctdng to 1?e mentioned bgt her 
osm ftwyi stt ioigth, however, Mr. 
Branghton told heE. that M. Dd Bois, 
apd Ull -jbis tojTO famftyj, were, waiting for 
her «t; his .houfc. A hackoey-coach was 
then xallod, aod we proceeded to Snow- 
hiU. 

, Mr. fii«Hghcon*« houfe is final! and in- 
' ceovenient^ though hts fliop, which tald i 
ia' all the gibuad ^tor, is-iarge and com-. 
dHKboua. .1 believe I told you before that 
he is a filver-fhuth. 

We 
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We were conduced up two pair of 
flairs ; for the dining-room,- Mr. BrangKcon 
told us, was let. His two daughters, their 
brother, M. Du Bois, and a young man, 
were at tea. They had waited fome timc' 
for Madame Duval, but I found they had 
not any expeAation that I fhould accom^i 
pany her', and the young ladies, I be-' 
iieve, were rather more furpr^d than 
pleafed when I made my appearance ; for 
they feemed hurt that I would fee their^ 
aipartment. Indeed I would wiUingly have 
.faved them that pain, had it been in my 
power. 

The firit perfon who faw me was M.Da 
Bois : " yft, Mm Ditu /'-* exclaimed be>. 
*' votlA Maitmeifelle /** . 

*' Goodncfs," cried young Branghton, 
•* ifthereis n'tMifs!" 

'* Lord, fo there is," faid Mifs Polly j ■ 
*• well, I'm fure I Ihould aeyer h»Te> 
** dreamed (rfMifs's coming." ^ .'■.', 

** Nor I ncithec, I'm fure," cried Mift.- 
Branghton, " or elfe I would not have i 
been in this room to fee her i, I'm quite 
alhamed about it,— only not thinking 6S. 
feeing any body but my aont— hfiwcver, 
Tom, it's -all yodr fault, for »>u knoW' 
very well I wanted to borrow Mr. Smith**; 
voomi only yo^ were fo grumpy you would. 
not let me." .■ . , . . ,J 

" Lord, 



e V EL I N A. ^9 

** Lord, what fignifies ?" faid the bro- 
ther, " I, dare be fworn Mifs has been up 
two pair of ftairs before now i^Ha'ut you, 
Mifs?" 

I begged that 1 might not give them the 
leaft dillurbance, and aflured them that I 
had not any choice in regard to what room 
we fat in. 

*' Well," faid MiG Polly, *' when you 
come next, Mifs,' we'U have Mr. Smith's 
room ; and it's a very pretty one, and only 
up one pair of ftairs, and nicely furnifhed, 
and every thing." 

*' To fay the truth," faid Mils Brangh- 
con, '* 1 thought that my cotifm^ would 
not, upon any account,- have come to town 
in (he fummer-dme ; for it's not at all the 
fafi}ffmy-~-iot to be furc, thinks I, Ibc'U 
ftay till September, when the phy-houfes 
open." 

. This was my reception, which I believe 
fou will not call a very cordial one. Ma- 
(kme Duval, who, after having feverely . 
reprimanded M. Du Bois for his negli- 
gence, was juft entering upon the ftory of 
her misfortunes, now wholly engaged the 
comjpany. 

M. Du Bois liftened to her wtih a look 

of the utmoft horror, repeatedly lifting up , 

fais eyes and hands, and exclaiming O 

tifl! quel harbare !"_ The young ladies gave . 

her" 
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litr tRe mofl ejtrtitrft attention •,- but their 
Kr6tfker, and riie young man, kepc a broad 
grin- upon -^eir faces daring - nte Tvliole^ 
recital. She was, however, too much en-- 
gaged to obfcrve them : but, when flic 
mentioned having been tied in a ditch, 
young Brang^torr,.. no longer able to con- 
urain himfeU', burft into a loud laugh',' 
declaring that he' had never heard' any 
thing (a famty in his life ! His lai^h was- 
heartily re-echoed by his friend ; the Mifs 
Branghtons could not refifl: the example; 
and poor Madame Duval, to her extreme 
amazement, was ' abfolutely ~ overpowered 
and flopped by the viotence of their 
mirth. ' ; . .. 

For fbnie minutes the room feemed 
quite in- an uproar ; the n^ of Madame . 
Dural, the aironiftment of M. t>a Bois, 
and the' angry interrogatories of Mr.- 
ffi^ne^on;' on one fide j the- conrulftve 
tnttnng- of the fiftcrs, and the* loud IW^C 
of the young mcn^ on the other,, occafiortttf' 
facb rtoife, paffion, and- confifioni ■''tFtti!= 
had any one' fh)pped an inftant on' the 
Ifarrs, he mrlft have" concluded himfelf in 
Bedlam. , At length, however, the father' 
brought them^to order; and, half laogh- 
iiigi ^half frightened', they riiadfe' Macfamc''' 
IHval i^BW'vehritwk'Aard apologies.' Bdf 
ffie vtouW' ntit bept^tailftj opoii ftr con*-- 
tinuc 
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»8ue K«r nan-ittttiM; ctU tftcjr bid protbAed 
tt)^«fire laughittg at did Captain, wd not 
It her. Appea&d by this^ fhe rcAmxd he t 
ttopf } which, by the help of ftuifing hamW 
kerehiefs into their mouths, the young 
people heard with tnlerable decency. 
' Every body agreed, tbac the ill ufagt the? 
€aptBNi< had given her was eiHonatkt andj 
Mt. BraitehEon &id he wax lure ihe might 
ft£ovep wnat dunagM Ibe pleafed, finee-flie 
fi«J been" put in. fear of her lift. 

She then, with greac delight, declared^ 
that ihe. would lofe no time in fatisfying 
her revengCj and vowed Ihe would not be 
dontemtrd with lefk than half his fortune : 
*' For though," faid' file, " I don't put nO' 
Ttflue uport the mcraj, becaufe, Utawmtrd; 
t ha^t no want of it, yet I don't wiOtfor 
itotKittg fb much a$ to punilh that fellow t. 
f»r, Pm fure> whawvn^s the-caufe of i^ hct 
owes mea'-gFcat^nA^ andl kaowno-nfore- 
what it's for than you do, but he's aBvwjtJ: 
lietinkingaiGiitieffitoot o«hw, erccfintc 
KkMWhitrh?* . 

Soon after tea, Mif$ BrahgbtDtt to<^- ani 
offMrtumtp^ tO'teUf me,^ in s wifaifper,. that 
the young man I faw was a lover of h^ 
&&.c^r,^as his nefne w^ Btowm, md that 
hi::WM'«i»A>enia(h^,.'withinian)i otfac% pSr- 
tiMhrsf'Of bos oircuibffauKes': and hxmlifr^ 
add^-thOPflndeclaitediU^ unei; srex^orta- 
2 the' 
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the thoaelits of fuch a match } but ifdd^, 
that her filler had no manner of. fpirit or 
ambition, though, fc her part, Ihe :would 
ten times rather die an old maid, than marry 
any perfon but a gentleman. *' And, for that 
matter/' added flie, ** I believe Polly her- 
felf don't care much for him, only fhe's 
in fuch a hurry, becaufe, I fuppofe, fhe's a 
mind to be married before mej however, 
flie's very welcome, for, I'm fure, I don't 
care a pin's point whether 2 ever many at 
all 1— it's ajl one to me." 

Some time after this, Mifs Polly con- 

trived to tell her ftory. She aflurul me, , 

with much tittering, that her fitter was in a 

great fright, Jeft flie fliould be married firft, I 

So I make her believe that I will," con- 

. tinued fiie, " for I love dearly to plsgue her 

. a little i though, I declare, I don't intend 

to have Mr. Brown in reality \ I'm fure X 

don't like him half well enough,— do you, 

Mifs f » 
" It is not poffible for me to judge of 

his merits," faid I» *' as I an> entinely. a 

ftranger to him." 
: '* But, what do you think of him» 

Mifs ?" 

- " Why, really, I— I don't know—" 
-" But do you think him haodfomc? 

Some people reckon him to have a good 

pretty perfon,— but, Pm fure, for my part. 
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I think he's monftrous ugly :— don't you, 
Mifs ?" 

*' I am no judge,— but I think his pcc- 
fbn is very — very well." 

" Very well ! — Why, pray, Mifs," in a 
tone of- vexation, *' what fault can you find 
with it ?" 

*' O, none at alll" 

" I'm fure you mcft be very ill-natured 
if you could. Now there's Biddy fays Ihe 
thinks nothing of him,— but I know its 
all out of fpite. You mutl know, Mifs, it 
makes her as mad as can be, that I Ihould 
• have a lover before her, but flic's fo proud 
that nobody will court her, and I often tell 
her Ihe'll die an old maid. Bur, the thing 
IS, flie has taken it into her head, to have a 
liking for Mr. Smith, as lodges on the firfl: 
floor ; but. Lord, he'll never have her, for 
he's quite a Hne gentleman -, and befides, 
Mr. Brown heard him fay, one day, that 
he'd never marry as long as he lived, for 
he'd no opinion of matrimony." 

" And did you tell your fitter this ?" 
■ *' O, to be fure, 1 told her diredly; 
but file did not mind me; however, if me 
will be a foo), flie muft." 

This, extreme want of affeftion, and 
good-nature, increafed thcdiftate I already 
felt for ihefe unamiable fitters ; and a con- 
fidence fo entirely unfolicited and unnecef- 
■VoL. II. D faiy. 
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£try, msnifcfted equally their folly a^d 
their want of decency. 

I was very glad when the time for our 
departing arrived. Mr. Branghton faid our 
lodgings were iii Holborn, that we might 
be near his houfc, and neighbourly. He 
accompanied us to them himielf. 

Our rooms are lacge, and not incoove- 
pient ■, our landlord is an hofier. 1 am fure 
I have a thoufand reafons to rejoice that I 
am fo little known i for my prefent fitua-*" 
tion is, in every refpeft, very unenviable j 
snd I would not, for the world, be fcen by 
^y acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan. 

This momiog Madame Duval, attended 
by all the Branghtons, aiflually went to a 
Juftice in the neighbourhood, to report the 
Captatn.'s ill ufage of her. I had great 
dimculiy in excufing myfelf from being 
of the party, which would have given me 
very ferious concern. Indeed, I was ex- 
tremely anxious, though at home, till I 
heard the rcfult of the application ; for I 
dread to think of the onealinefc wliich fuch 
an affair would occafipn the amiable Mrs. 
Mirvan. But, fortunately, Madame Du- 
val has received very little encouragement 
to'proceed in h&r deGgn, for fhe has been 
informed that, as fhe neither heard the 
voice, nor faw the face of the perfon fuf- 
pe£ted, ike will find it difficult to caft 
3 him 
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him upon tot^e^ttrt, and wlU have but 
litcle probability <^ gaining her caufe, un- 
lefs ihe c^i procure witneCes ef the tran^ 
af^ion. Mr. ^anghton, -therefore^ who 
has confidered all the circumtlances of cIk 
affair, is of opinion, that the law-tuit will 
not only be evpenfive, but tedious and 
hazardoiM, and has advifed againft ic. MA- 
dame D»Tid, though very uhwillingly, )\is 
_. scquiefced in his decifion ; ijuc vows that 
if ever file is fo affr(!>nted :^ain, (tie 'will be 
revenged, even .if fte ruihs feerfelf. I aih 
extremely glad that this ridi(:uloas advett- 
ture fcems now likely to end without more 
fcrious cmifequeflces. 

Adieu, my dear^ Sh*. My ditv^ion is 
at Mr. Dawkins's, a hofior in High Hot- 
born. 



L E T T E R X. 

Evelina to A^ Mirvm^ 

I, HAVE no words, my fweet friend, n 
exprefs the thankfnlnefs I feel for the 
unbounded kindnefs which you, your dear 
otot^r, and the much^hpnovicd I^dy 
D 2 HQward, 
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Howard, have fliewnmc •, and ftiU lefs can 
I find language to cell you it'ith what 
.reluftance I parted from fuch dear and ge- 
.nerous friends, whofe goodrjefs refleils, at 
once, fo much honour on their own hearts, 
and on her to whom it has been fo liberally 
bellowed. But I will not repeat what I 
.have already written, tp the kind Mrs. Mir- 
van i I will remember your admonitions, 
. and confine to my own breaft that grati- 
tude with, which' you have filled if, and 
Tteach my pen to dwell upon fubjefts lefs 
painful to my generous correfpondent. 

O Maria, London now icems no longer 
the fame place where I lately enjoyed fo 
tiHich happinefsv- every thing is new and 
-jlrange to me ; even; the town itfelf has 
not the fame afpeft : — my fituation . fo aU 
tered ! my home fo diiferent ! — my com- 
panions fo changed !— But you well know 
my averfenefs to this journey. 

Indeed, to me, London now feems a 
defart j that gay and bufy appearance it fo 
lately wore, is now fucceeded by a look of 
gloom, fatigue, and laQitude •, the air 
Kerns ftagnant, the heat is intenfe, the duft 
in'tolerable, and the inhabitants illiterate 
and under-bred. At leaft, fuch is the 
face of things. in the part of the town 
where 2 at prefent refide. 

Tell me, my dear Maria, do you never 
, . . .• . re-trace 
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rc-trace in your memory the time we pafl: 
here when together ? to mine, it recurs for 
ever ! And yet, I think I rather recolleft 
a dream, or Ibme vifionary fancy, than a 
reality. — TKat I (hould ever have been 
known to Lord Orville,— that I ihould 
have fpoken to-^have danced with him,— 
feems now a romantic it}uiion ; and that 
elegant politenefs, that flattering attention, 
that high-bred delicacy, which fo much 
diftinguiihed him above all other men, and 
which ftruck us with fuch admiration, I 
now re-traCe the remembrance of, rather as 
belonging to an objed of ideal perfefbion, 
formed by my own imagination, than to a 
being of the fame race and nature as thofe 
with whom I atprefent converfe. 

I have no news for you, my dear Mifs 
Mirvan ; for all that I could venture to fay 
of Madanie Duval, I have already written 
to your fweec nwther ; and as to adven-' 
tores, I have none to record. Situated as . 
I now am, I heartily hope I fliall not meet ' 
with any ; my wilh is to remain quiet and 
unnoticed. 

. Adieu ! excufe the gravity of this letter,' 
and bcli?ve me,- 

Your moft fincerely 

^. affedionate and obliged 

Evelina Anville,' 

D3 LETTER 
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L E T T E R XI. 

Evdina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Holborn, Jooe g. 

YESTERDAY morning, wfr received 
Vn invitation to dine and fpend the 
day at Mr. Branghton's ■, and M. Du Bois» 
who WH alio invited, called co condiuft us 
to Snow-hill. 

Young Branghcon received us at the door, 
a|id the firft words he fpoke were, " Do you 
know. Sift(;ra s'n't dreffed ye* ?" 

TIkb* faiwrying us into the houfe, lie 
faid to me, " Come, Mifs, you fhall go up 
ftairs and c»ieh 'emj—-l dare iay tncy'xe 
at the ^6." ..■ ■ ■ 

, He would have taken my kat^, but L < 
declined this civility,; and begged to fiiiUow ; 
Madame Duval. Mr. BranebRm di^n ap- : 
prtred, and fed the way hitnfclf. . We 
went, ai before, ts> two pair of ilairs \ but - 
the moment the father opened the door, 
the daueht)Cf» both gare a l*ud fcream. 
We all uopped, and then Mi& Brangbton 
called outj * Lord, Papa, what do you 
bring the company up here . for ? why, 
Pd^ and I a'n'i hatf drcffed." 

" More ihame for you," anfwered he, 
" here's 
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** here's your aunt, and coufin, and M. 
Du Bois, all waiting, and ne'er a room tq 
take them to.'* 

" Who'd have thought of their coming 
fo foon ?" cried ftie : °* I'm fure for my 
part I thought Mifs was ufcd co nothing 
but quality hours." 

" Why, I (han't be ready this half- 
hour yet," faid Mifs Polly -, can't they 
ftay in the fliop, till we're drel&d ?" 

Mr. Branghton was very angry, and 
fcoHcd them violently ; however, we were 
obliged to dcfccnd, and ftools were pi:o- 
Ctired for us in the. fiiop, where we found 
the brother, who was highly delighted, he 
laid, that his ftftcrs had been catcbed^ and 
he thought proper to entertain me with a 
long account or their tcdioufnefs, and the 
many tjuarrels they all had together. 

When, at length, thcfc ladies were 
equipped to their fatisfaclion, they made 
their appearance j but before any conver- 
fetion was fiiffered to pafs between them 
and us, they had'a long and moft difagrce- 
able dialogue with their father, to whofe 
reprimands, though fo juftly .incurred, they' 
replied with the utmoft p^rtnefs and rude- 
nefs, while their brother, all the time,' 
laughed aloud. 

The moment they perceived this, the/ 

ycre fo much provoked, that, inftead of 
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making any apologies to Madame Duval,' 
they nexc began a quarrel with him. 
*' Tom, what do you laugh for ? I won- 
der what bufinefs you have to be always a 
laughing when Papa fcolds us." 

' Tnen what bufinefs have you to be 
fuch a while getting on your cloaths ? 
You're never ready, you know well e- 
noujgh." 

* L^rd, Sir, I wonder what that's to 
you ! I wifti you'd mind your own affairs, 
and not^ trouble yoyrfelf about ours; How 
ftiDuld a boy like you know any thing ? 

" A boy, indeed ! not fuch a boy, nei- 
ther; rii warrant you'll be glad to be as 
young> when you come to be old maids.'* 

This fort of dialogue we were amufed 
with till dinner was ready, when we again 
mounted up two pair of Hairs. 

In our way, Mi{s Fojly told me that her 
fillerhad alkedMr. Smith for his room to dinC: 
in, but he had refufed to lend it ; " be- 
caufe," Ihe faid, " one day it happened to 
be a little grealed ; however, wefliall have 
It to drink tea in, and then, perhaps, you. 
nay fee him, and I aflure you he's quite 
like one of the quality, and dreifes as fine, 
and goes to balls and dances, and every, 
thing quite in tafte i — and befides, Mifs, 
he keeps a foot-boy of his own, too." 

The dinner was ill-ferved, ill-cooked, 
5 and 
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and ill-managed, The' maid who w»ted 
had fo often to go down ftairs for Iboiething 
that was forgotten, that the .Branghtons 
were perpetually obliged to rife from table 
themtelyes, to get plates, knives and forks, 
bread or beer. Had they been without»r«- 
tenfiom-, all this would have feemed of^na 
conlequence i but they aimed at appearing 
to advantM;e, and even fancied they fuc- 
ceeded. However, the moft difagreeable 
part. of pur fare was, that the whole familjr 
continually difputed whofe turn h'was to 
rife, and whofe to be allowed to fit ftill. 

When this meal was over, Madame Ehi- 
val, ever eager to difcourfe upon hfr traveUy 
entered into an argument wiyi Mr. Branch^ 
ton, and:in broken EngliHj, M. Du Bers, 
concerning the French nation : and Mifs 
Polly, then addrcffing herfelf to me, faid, 
" Don't you think, Mifs, it's very dull Gt. 
ting up ftairs here i" we'd better go down 
4a Jhop^ and then we (hall fee the pe<^le 
go by." 

" Lord, Poll,"faid the Brother, you're 
always wanting to be ftaring and gaping $ 
and I'm fure you need n't be folbnd of 
fliewing yourfelf, for you're ugly enough 
to frighten a horfe." 

" Ugly, indeed f I wonder wWcE is 

"beft, you or me. But, I tell you what, 

Tom, you've no need to give yourfelf fuch 
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sirs, for if you do, I'll tell Mift of you 

know what—.** 

' "Who cares if you do? you may tell 

what ymi will ; I don't mind-—" 

' *' Indeed," cried I, " I do not defire to 

hear any fecrcts." 

" O, but I'm refolded III tell you, be- 
Uaufc Tom's fo very fpiteful. You muft 
know, Mifs, t'other night — " 

** Poll," cried the brother, *' if you tell oi 
that, MHs fhall know all about yourmeeting 
young Brown,' — you know when !— So ril 
be qurts with you, one way oe anothef." 
* Mifs Polly coloured, and again propofed 
Onr going down {fairs till Mr. Smith's room 
was ready £01* our reception. 
■ " Aye, fo itt will," faid Mifs Brangh- 
ton^ *' I'll ftffure you, Coufin, wc have 
fdme very genteel people pafs by our ihop 
fbmetimCE. folly and I always go and ut 
there, when we've cleaned ourfelves." 

•* Yes, Mife,** cried the brother, ** they 
do nothing clfe all day long, when father 
don't fcold them. But the beft ftin is, 
when theyVe got all their dirty things on, 
and all their hair about their ears, fome- 
times I Tend young Brown up ftair^ ed 
them ; and then, .there's fuch -a fufs !— *• 
there they hide thetnfcives, and run away, 
and fqueel and fquall like any thing mad r 
and fo then I puts the two cats into the 
rocHiH 
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room, and I gives 'em a good whipping,, 
and fb that (ca them a fqualling loo; fo 
there's fuch a noife, and iuch an uproar t 
— Lordi you can't think, Miffi,, what fun 
it is!" 

This occafioned a frefh quarrel with the 
filters ; at the end of which, it was, at 
length, decided that we (hould go to thv 
Ihop* , 

In our way down ftairs, Mifs Branghtoa 
fatd aloud, ** I wonder when Mr. Smith's 
room will be ready," 

** So do I,"" anfwfered Polly j " I'm fure 
we ihould not do any harm to it now," 

This hint had not the defircd efFe£t ; for 
we were fufFered to proceed very quiedy. 

As weentered the fliop, I obfcrved a yotmg 
man, in deep mourning, leaning againft the 
wall, with his arms folded, and his eyes Bxed - 
on the ground, apparently in profound and 
tnelancnoly meditation : but the niomenf 
he perceived us, he llarted, and, making ^ 
pauing bow^ very abruptly retired. Ap I 
liound he was permitted to go quite unno- 
ticed, I could not tbrbear enquiring who 
be was. 

*' Lord !" anfwercd Mifs Branghto»< 
" he's nothing but a poor Scotch poet," 

" For my p^t," faid Mifa PoUy, " I 
believe he's juft itarved, for I don'E find he 
has any, thing to live upon.'' 
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" Live upon !" cried the brother, " why 
he*s a poet, you know, fo he may live 
upon learning." 

" Aye, and good enough for him too," 
faid Mil's Branghton, " ftr he's as. proud. 
as he's poor." 

" Like enough," repHed the brother, 
** but, for all that, you won't find he will: 
live without meat and drink : no, no, 
catch a Scotchman at that if you can I 
why, they only come here for what they 
can get." 

." I'm fure," faid Mifs Branghton, " I 
wonder Papa *11 be fuch a fool as to let 
him ftay in the houfe, for I dare fay he'll 
never pay for his bdging." 

" Why, no more he would if he could 
get another Lodger : you know the bill's 
been put up this fortnight. Mifs, if you 
fhould hear of a perfon that wants a room, 
I alTure you it is a very good one, for all 
it's up three pair of ftairs." 

I anfwered that as I had no acquaint- 
ance in London, I had not any chance of 
afllfling them : but both my companion 
and my curiofity were excited for this poor 
young man ; and I afked themTome fur- 
ther particulars concerning him. 

They then acquainted me, that they had 

only known him three months. When he 

firft lodged with them, he agreed to board 

' alfoj 
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alfo -, but had lately told them, he would 
eat by himfelf, though ihey all believed he 
had hardly ever tafted a morfel of meat 
Cncc he left their table. They faid, that 
he had always appeared very low-fpiritcd, 
but, for the latl month, he had been ^Ikr 
than ever, and, all of a fudden, had put 
himfelf into mourning, though they knew 
not for whom, nor for what, but they fup- 
pofed it was only for convenience, as no 

Eerfon had ever been to fee or enquire for 
im fince his refidence amongft them : 
and they were fure he was very poor, as he 
had not paid for his lodgings the lall; three 
weeks: and Bnally, they concluded he was 
a poet, or elfe half-crazy, bccaufe they 
had, at different times, found fcraps of 
poetry in his room. 

They then produced fome unfinilhed 
verfes, written on fmall pieces of paper; 
unconnefted, and of a moil melancholy 
caft. Among them was the fragment of 
an ode, which, at my requeft, they lent mc 
to copy ; and, as you may perhaps like to 
Ice it, I will write it now. 

O LIFE! thon lingering dream of grief, of pain* 
And erery ill tliat Nature can foftain, 
Strange, fflnufale, and wild \ 

Kow 
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Now fiatteriDg with Hope moAfau-r 
De^effiog now wicK fell Defpiur, 

The nnrfc of Guilt, the fla»e of Pride^ 

Tbat, like a wayward chiM, 
Who, tohimleira foe, 
Scci joy ftloBc in whkt'i dnied. 
Id wliat ii granted, woe L 



O thou poor, feeble, fleeting pow^, 
Sy Vice fednc'd, by Folly woo'd. 
By Mit'ry, Shame, Remorfe, pnrfu'd; 
And as thy toiirorac ftepg proceed, 
Secniog to Vouth the faireft flow'r. 
Proving to Aee the lankeft weed, 
A gilded, bat a bitter pill. 
Of rariu, great, and complicated ill I 

Thefe lines are harlh, but they indicate 
an internal wretchednefs which, I own, af- 
fects mc. Surely this young man mufl; be 
involved in oiisfbrtunes of no common na- 
ture : but I cannot imagine what can in- 
duce him to remain with this unfeeling £»• 
mihr, where he is, moft unworthily, de- 
foiled for being poor, and, moit illiberally, 
decefted for being a Scotchnian. He may, 
indeed, have m«ives which he cannot fur^ 
mount, for fubmitting to fuch a lituation. 
Whaccvcr they are, I moft keartily pity 
him, and: cannot but wilh it were in my 
power to afford him fome rditf. 

During this converfation, Mr. Smith's- 

Hxt-boy came to Mils Branghton, and 

informed- 
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informed her, that his mafter faid fhe might 
hare the room now when Ihe liked it, for 
that he was prefently going out. 

This Tcry genteel meffage, though it per- 
f«£tly fatiBfied the Mifs Branghtons, by no 
means added to my defire of being intro- 
duced to this gentleman : and upon their 
rifmg, with intention to accept his offer, I 
begged they would excufe my attending 
them, and faid I would fit with Madame 
Duval till the tea was ready. 

I therefore once more went up two pair of 
ftairs, with young Branghton, wfio in- 
flfted upon accompanying me ; and there 
we remained, till Mr. Smith's foot-boy 
fummoned us to tea, when I followed Ma- 
dame Duval into the dining-room. 

The Mifs &-anghtons were ieated at one 
window, and. Mr. Smith waj tolling indo- 
lently out of the other. They all ap- 
proached us at our entrance, and Mr. 
Smith, probably to fhew he was mafter of 
the apartment, moft ofBciouQy handed me 
;(0 a great ctuir, at the upper end of the 
room, witliout taking any notice of Ma- 
dame Duva], till I rDle,.and offered her my 
own fcxt. 

Leaving the reft of the eompany to 
«ittrtain tnemfdvcs, he, very abruptly, be- 
gan to addreis himfelf to me, in a ftylc of 
gallantry equally new and iifagiwablc to. 






.88 Evelina: 

me. It is true, no man can polTibly pay 
mc greater compliments, or make more . 
fine fpeeches, than Sir Clement Willough- 
by, yet his language, though too flowery, 
is always that of a gentleman, and his ad- 
drefs and manners are fo very fuperior to 
thofeofthe inhabitants of this houfe, th^t 
to make any comparifon between him and 
Mr- Smith would be extremely unjuft. 
This latter feems very detirous of appear- 
ing a man of gaiety and fpirit ; but his 
vivacity is fo low-bred, and his whole be- 
haviour fb forward and difagreeable, that 
I fhould prefer the company of duUnefs it- 
felf, even as that goddefs is defcribed by 
f ope, to that of this fprightfy young man. 

He made many apologies that he had 
not lent his room for our dinner, which, 
he faid, he ftiould ccriainJy have done, had 
he fesn mc firft ; and he affured me, that 
when J came again, he Ihould be very glad 
to oblige me. 

I tola him, and with fmccriiy, that every 
part of the houfe was equally indifferent 
to me. 

*' Why, Ma'am, the truth is, Mifs Biddy 
and Polly take no care of any thing, tMa, 
Pmfure, they ihould be always welcome 
to my room ; for I'm never fo happy as 
in obliging the ladies,— that's my charac- 
ter. Ma'am ;— but, really, the laft time 
they 

D.5„:s.., Google 



EVELINA. 89 

tliey had ir, every thing was made fo 
greafy and fo nafty, that, upon ray word, 
to a man who wiflies to have things a little 
genteel, it was quite cruel. Now, as to 
you. Ma'am, it's quite another thing-, 
for I Ihould not mind if everything I 
had was fpoilt, for the fake of having 
the pleafure to oblige you; and, I aflurc 
you, Ma'am, it makes me quite happy, 
that I have a room good enough to receive 
you." 

I'hia elegant fpeech was followed by 
many others, fo much in the fame ftyle, 
that CO write them would be fuperfluous i 
and, as he did not allow mc a moment to 
fpeak to any other perfon, the reft of the 
evening was confumed in a painful attention 
to this irkfome young man, who feemed to 
intend appearing before me to the utmoft 
adrantage. 

Adieu, my dear*Sir. I fear you will be 
lick of reading about this family; yet I 
muft write of them, or not of any, fince I 
mix with no other. Happy Ihall I be, 
when I quit them all, and again return to 
Berry HiU ! 
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LETTER XII. 

Evelina in cantinuation. 

Jnnt lotk. 

THIS morning, Mr. Smith called, on 
purpofgy he faid, to offer me a ticket 
for the next Hampltead allennbljr. I 
thanked him, but ddired to be ezcitfed 
accepting it ; he would not, however, be 
denied, nor anfwered, and, in a manoer 
both vehement and free^ prefied and urged 
bis olFcr till I was wearied to death : but, 
when he found me rcfblute, he feemed 
thunderftruck with amazement, and thought 
proper to defire I would tell him mj rea- 
ibns. 

. Obrious as thsj rauft, furely, have been 
to any other perfon, they were fuch as i 
knew not how to repeat co him j and, 
when he found I hefitated, he faid, *' In- 
deed, Ma'am, you are too modeft j- 1 affure- 
you the ticket is quite at your fervice, and 
I flull be very happy to dance with you ;. 
fo pray don't be focoy." 

" Indeed, Sir," returned I, " you are 
miftaken i I never fuppofed you would of- 
fer a ticket, without wifliing it fhould be 
accepted ; but it would anfwer no purpofe 
to mention the reafons which make me de- 
cline 
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dine it', fitice they cannot pofllbly be re- 
moved." ■ 

This fpeech feemed very much to mor- 
tify him, which I could not be concerned 
^ as I did not chufe to be treated by him 
with lb much freedom. When he was, at 
I'aft, convinced that his application to me' 
was ineffeiftual, he addreffed himfelf to 
Madame Duval, and begged ihe would 
interfere in his favour, offering, at the fame 
time, to procure another ticket for herfelf. 

** Ma foiy Sir," anfwercd (he, angrily,', 
** you might as well have had the complai- 
fance to aflc me before, for, I affure you, I 
don't approve of no fuch rudcnefs : how- 
everj you may keep yodr tickets to your- 
itrlf, for we don't want none of 'em." 
■ This rebuke almoft overfet him i he 
made mdny apologies, and &id. that he 
diould certainly iaye firft applied to her,, 
but,that he had no notion the yeung lady 
would have refufed him, and,, on the con- 
trary, had concluded that Ihe would have 
dflitted him to perfuade Madame Duval 
herfelf. 

This excufe appeafed her ; and he plead- 
ed his caufe ,fo fuccefsfully, that, to my 
great chagrirt, he gained it; and Madame 
Duval promifed that Ihe would go herfelf, 
and take me to the Hampftead aflembly 
wheaQver he pleafed. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Smith then, approaching me with 
an air of triumph, fatd, " Well, Ma'am, 
now, I think, you can't pofllbly keep to 
your denial." 

I made no anfwer, and he foon took leave, 
though not till he had fo wpnderfuUy gained 
the favour of Madame Duval, that me de- 
clared, when he was gone, he was the pret- 
tied: young man flie had feen fmce Ihc came 
to England. 

As loon as I could find an opportunity, 
I ventured, in the moft humble manner, 
to entreat Madame Duval would ngt'inCft' 
upon my attending her to this baU'; and. 
rcprefented to h^r, as well as I was able, 
the impropriety gf niy accepting any pre- 
fent from a young man fo entirely unknowo 
to me : but flie laughed at my fcruples, 
called mc a foolifli, ignorant country girl,, 
and faid Ihe fhould make it her bufineJs ta 
teach mc fomething of the world. 

This ball is to be next week. I ^mfurc 
it is not more impfoper for, than unpica- . 
fant to me, and I will ufe every pofliblc 
endeavour to avoid it. Perhaps I may ap- 
ply to Mifs Branghton for advice, as I be- 
lieve (he will be willing to aflift me, from, 
difliking, equally with myfeif, that I Ihould 
dance with Mr; Smith. 

. O my 
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July nth. 
- O, my dear Sir ! I hav.e been fiiockcd 
to deathji— and yet, at the fame time, de- 
lighted beyond cxprefllon, in the hope that 
I have happily been the inftrument of faving 
a human creature from deftruftion ! ■ 
', This morning, Madame Duval faid fhe 
would invite the Branghton family to re- 
turn oar vifit co-morrow ; and, not chufing 

' to rile herfelf, — -tbr flie generally fpends 
the morning in- bcdi— fhe defircd me to 
wait upon tnerfiwith her meiTage. M. Du 
Bois, who jufl then called, infilled upon 
attending me. 

■ Mr. Branghton was in the fhop, and told 
US' that his ' Ion and daughters were out j 
but defircd me to ftep up ftairs, as he very 
foon expcifted them home. This 1 did, 
leaving M. Du Bois below. I went into 
the room" where we had dined the day be- 
fore, and, by a wonderful chance, I hap- 
pened fo to feat myfelf, that I had a view . 
of the ftairs, and yet could not be fccn from 
theni. ■ 

In about ten minutes time, I faw, pafling 
by the door, with a look perturbed and 
affrighted, the fame young man I mention- 
ed in my laft lettef. Not heeding, as I 

I Xuppofe, how he went, in turning-the cor-' 
ner 
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ner of the ftairs, which are narrov and 
winding, his foot flipped, and he fell, but 
almoft inftantly rifing, I plainly perceived 
ihe end of a piftol, which ftarccd from hi« 
pocket, by hitting againft the ftaira. , 

I was inexpreffibly Ihocked. All that I 
had heard of his mifery occuring to my 
men>ory, made me conclude, ,that he was I 
at that very moment, meditating fuicide 1 
Struck with the dreadful idea, all my | 
ftrengih feemcd to fail me. He moved oa 
flowly, yec I foon loit fight of him -, X 
fat motionlefs with terror ^ all power of i 
aftion forfook me ; and I grew almoft ftilBF 
with horror: till recollecting that it was 
yet poffibU to prevent the fatal deed, all ] 
my faculties feemed to return, with ttte ! 
hope of faving him. 

My firft thought was to fly to Mr. 
Branghton, but I feared that an inftant of 
time loft, might for ever be rued ; and 
therefore, guided by the impulfc of my 
apprehenfionS) as well as I was able, I foL- | 
lowed, him up ftairs, ftepping very foftly, ' 
and obliged to fupport myfelf by the b»> ; 
nifterS' 

When I came within a few ftairs of tha ] 
landing-place, I flopped, for I could then ' 
fee into hi$ room, as he had not yet fhyi 
the door. 

He ; 
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He had put the piftol upon a table, and 
had his hand in his pocket, whence, in a 
few moments, he took out another : He 
then emptied fomcthing on the table from 
a fmall leather bag; after which, taking 
up both the piftols, one in each hand, he 
dropt haftily upon his knees, and called out 
" O God '.—forgive me !'* 

In a moment, Itrcn^, and courage feem- 
ed lent me as by infpiration : I ftarted, and 
rufhing precipitately into the room, juft 
caught his arm, and then, overcome by 
jny own iears, I fell down at his fide, 
brcathlefs and fenfclefs. My recovery, how- 
ever, was, I believe, almoft inftantaocous i 
and then the fight of this unhappy man, 

Zirding me with a look of umitterable 
nifhment, mixed with concern, prefently 
reftored to mc my recolJeftion. I arofc, 
chough with difficulty i he did the lame; 
the piftols, as I foon faw, were both on the 
door. 

Unwilling to leave them, and, indeed, 
too weak to move, I leant one hand on the 
table, and then ftood perfectly ftill : while 
he, his eyes calt wildly towards me, feemed , 
too infinitely amazed to be capable of ei- 
ther fpeech or aftion. 

i believe we were fome minutes in this ex- 
traordinary ficuation i but as my ftrength 
returned, I felt tnyielf both afliamed and 
awkward. 
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awkward, and moved towards the door.. 
Pale, and motionlefs, he fuffercd me topafj, 
wUliOiit changing his pofture, or uttering a 
fyllable -, and, indeed, 

He looked a bloocllcfi image Of defpaii !* 

"When I reached the door, I turned 
round ; I looked fearfully at the piftols, 
and, impelled by an emotion I eould not 
rcprefs, I haftlly ftepped back, with an in- 
■ tention of carrying them away : but their 
wretched owner, perceiving my dcfign, 
and recovering from his aftonifhment, dart- 
ing fuddenly down, fcized them both him- 
felf. ■ 

Wild with fright, and fcarce knowing 
what I did, I caught, almoft involuntarily 
hold of both his arms, .and _ exclaimed, 
" O Sir ! have mercy on yourfelf !" 

The guilty piftols fell from his hands, 
which, difengaging from me, he fervently 
cTafpedj and cried. Sweet Heaven! is this 
thy angel ?'* 

'. Encouraged by fuch gentlenefs, I again 
stKmpted to take the piftols, but, with a 
look, half frantic, he ^ain prevented me, 
faying, " What would you dp?" 
- " Awaken you,'* I. cried, with a cou- 

• Pope*! Iliai. 

rage 
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n%e I now wonder at, ** to worthier 
thoughts, and rcfcue you from perdition.** 

I then feized the piftols j he laid not a - 

word,— he made no effort «) Hop me ;— I 

' glided quick by him, 'a.rid tottered down- 

K«rs, ere he had recorered from the ex* 

tremeft amazement. 

The moment I reached again the room 
I had fo fearfully left, I threw aw^ die" 
piftols, and flinging myfelf <m the firft 
chair, gave free vent to the feelings I had 
moft painfully ftiSed, in a violent burft' of 
tears, which, indeed, proved a happy relief 
to me. 

In this fituation I remained fome time ; 
but when, at Ict^h, I lifted up my head,' 
the firft objeft I few was the poor man 
who had occafioned my terror, ftanding,. 
as if petrified, at the door, and gazing "at 
mewtth eyes of wild wonder. 

I ftarred from the chair, but trembled 
& cxcefBvely, that I atmofl inAantl^ funk 
again into it. He then, though without 
advancing, and in a faltering voice, faid,' 
** Whoever or whatever you are, relieve' 
nw, I pray you, from the fufpence under 
which my foul labours — and tell me if in- 
deed I do not dream !" 

To this addrefs, fo ftngi^ar and £> Ib-^ 

lemn, I -had not then the prefence of naihd' 

to frame AOf airiwer : bui^ ap I prefc^trtty^ 

. Vol. II. E ■ perceived 
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prrcHyeiJ thyt his ere* tiurncd fro^ me to. 
iAtt.:fatif^ afid^t^ H<!; fFcmed tQiitfeod, 
T|gfliRin0,.them, I excrt^ all my fber^th, 
and-'fayifi^ " O for Heaven's lake for-- 
bfiW. !" I.fflfranpdlpok ihcmn^'ielfc 
-" ©ft i»iy frnfci «lce«vo me !" cried b^ 
** do / live— ? and do ypu ?" 
.'As Iwfpokefc he adw^nced towards Die' 
and I^ flftll-g^a^ding the pKloU, retreated, 
fifing "Nfi, ntr—you ojuft not— mu]ft oat 
mve tlhem 1"-t- 

" Why— for what purpofe, tell me I—; 
dD>70u withhold theiB ?"— 

* To give you time to thinks — to fwa; 
yottfrDm.eti:iTi*l mifeiy,— atwl,, \ ho|)e, *o 
rrfwvc you 'for mcFcy and foi^iveikfe." 

" Wonderful!" cried he, with, qplifted. 
hands and eyes, " moft wondcpful !" 

For fome time, he fcemed wrapped m 
deep thought, till a iuddennoireof tongues. 
b^w, afinetincing the approach of the 
Bruightons, made^ him ftart fFom his res-; . 
wriQ ; be 4>rung haftily forward,— dr«pt' 
oji c«ic knee,— draught hold of my gown,. 
scbiKh he. preiTod to his 1ms, and then,' 
quick a». lightning, he rof^ and fley up 
ftairs.tohis pvoroeai,. 

There was fomething in the whole of 
tl^ «|ti!9(9gdiHBry and Sjocking adrenfitte, 
rfsJIjfttw ^^n^-ti0.l» boffl^ 1 andffo efi-i 
tutdjf:!^*^ 1 ^jOH ojyr^Jwp.aadic^^yfted; 

i- ■" ■ ■■■ ■■ ■ ' . . . WJ 
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my cqun^, tbot, before the ^r;^htgw 
reached me, I h^d funk on tti(; ground,, 
without fcnfc or mptioo. 

' I bt^ev? I njuft ha«< two a ^-^^ horrid , 
fight to 'them,. on. t^f if 'entrance itiEp the, 
room I for^' to all appearahce, 1 feerped to 
haflre iuffen^ a vicjent deai;h>' either by my 
owp rafbii(i(s, or the cn)clc7 of fome muc- 
dftex i ~a6 tH^ ipiftpU h jtd follqi cIqk by my 
fide. 

. How fopp i «cpyercd, I Ifnov not, hvt 
probably, I w3& more indcqted.to the loudr* 
ne{s of their 'Cries, than to their afllftance % 
for they all coQcluded thst twa^ dead, and, 
forfome'timC) did not make any ejTort to 
revive me. 

ScarcelyiOciMld I recoUeft o(i«r^ or, in- , 
deed., v>i>ai I was, ere they poured upon, 
me fucji a torrent of quefluons and enqui- 
ries, that I was almoft ftunned with their 
vociferation. However, as foon and as well. 
as I was able, I endeavoured to fatisfy thetr 
•curioftty, by recounting what had happen- 
ed as clearly as was in my power. They 
alt looked aghaft at the recital, but, not 
l)eing well enough to enter into any difcuf- 
iions, I .bte^ed to have a chair called, and 
;to return iimantly home. 

Before I loft tliem, I recommended, with 

'great earneftncfs, a vigilant obfervance of 

their unhappy lodger, and that they would 

£ 2 uke 
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take care to keep from him, if poffiblei 
aM means 6f (clf-aeftru^tion. 

M. Du.Bots, wJio'feemed extremely con-' 
cerned at my indifpofition, walked^ by the., 
fide of the chair, and fa* me fafe to my 
own apartment. 

The rathnefs and the mifery of this ill- 
faced young man, engrofs all my thoughts. 
If, indeed, he is bent upon deftroying ' 
himfelf, all cffbris to fave him will be 
fruitlefs. How much do I wilh it wete 
in my power to difcover the nature of 
the malady which thus maddens him, and 
t6 oiFer or to procure alleviation to bis fufi 
brings! I am furc, my dcareft Sir, you 
will be much conceriied for this poor man ; '- 
and, were you here, I doubt not but you. 
would find ibme method of awakening 
him from the. error which blinds him, and 
. of pouring the balm of peace and comfort 
into his affiided foul I 
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LETTER Xni. 
Evelina in continuation. 

HoIboni> Jane ijtli, 

YESTERDAY all ttieBrangh tons dined 
here. 
Our converfationwas almofl: wholly con- 
cerning the adventure' of the day before. 
Mr. Branghton faid, that his firft thought 
was inftantly to turn his lodger out of doors, 

" **. Left," continued he, *' nis killing him- 

' felf in my houfe, Ihoutd bring me into any 
trouble i but then, I was afraid I fhould 

'never get the money he owes me, whereas, 
if he dies in my houfe, I have a right to ^1 
be leaves behind him, if he goes oS^ in my 
debt. Indeed, I would put him in prifon, 
—but what 0iQuld Iget by that ? he could 

" not earn any thing there to- pay me.. So I 
confidered abom it fomc tiqie, and then 1 
determined to alk him, point-blank, for 
my money out of hand. And fo I did, 

~ but he told me he*d pay me next week : 
however, I gave him to underftand, that, 
though I was no Scotdiman, yet I did ntjt 

' pke to be over-reached any niore than he ; 
lb* then he gave me a 'ring, which, tff my 
certain kaowledgc, muft be worth ten gut- 
aeas, and told me he would not part with 
E,3 it 
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it for Iiis life, aod a good deal more fuch 
fort-of itMfft bi3l Aat I Mghc keep it till-^ 
he could pay me." 

'* It is left to one.FMcr," faid young 
Br«J^ton, '* if he came fairly by it." 

* very likely not," anfwercd he, " hut 
rti'at will make ho giftat difftfrtrice -, m I 
{ball be able to prove my rig^c to if alt 
*ne." 

What 'pfihti^&s! I coirfd" hardly flay 
Jn* f ht rdtaft. 

." I'm deHermiiitfd," faid tlib foil, ** I'll 
lake fotiit opf^oriun'ity to "a8V6tft Mm Aion, 
■now I khtiw M* poor ht i^, tfecaMft of Ac 
airs he ga;ve hlmlclf to ttie «mcti hfe fitft 
Can^e." 

" And^ray hoW was that, thftd ?" Utd 
Mad'airii Duvai, 

" Why yoii llW^^kI**!ftl't*f>f^ft_Ja 

y6ur 111^ Hi he inade, K6ii^v|fe^ 6'n^'Aily at 
dinnej, toiiiy^Bapfieh^d *0%, (h'dt O^ 
'pbf^ he had fieter \^6t. ftfCfi 'a gOodf 'rtftal 
■jn his nfe, befofe he came to England: 
•Ih^re' he fell in fiiCh a J)aflion as you can't 
thinki but, fbrfifiy bftrt, I t(iok na n6t!<^ 
■.iXf tt,for ib be Ibi'(f,^thinkS ]f,;ht rfiilil needs 
DC ■& gentfcmSiii, Oti'h.t'i titytr g6 to be ^o 
angry about it. , HOwfifrfeV, be -ifroii't pijc 
tiiis tt'Cks upoft th'^ ^in, iii a hurry." 

** Well," ia^ Mm PtfllSr, " he's grd«rii - 
'iqiilt^ i^ol^f^ CKat^e t6' '»b'at Re - Wi$^ 
and 
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-an(llie:(I()es n't ran iv/nf.ftottitvlk', -aM hide 
himfelf, nor any thing ; an4 he*^ as civil 
as can be, and he's always in jtft ihbp, and 

' te faunters abaut the ftairs, and iie looks 
St every body as comes in.** 

" Why you may fee what hc'^ after plain 
enoijgh," laid Mr. BrangHton i he waiKs 

- to fee Mifs again." 

** Ha, ha, ha1 Lord, hbw I fliould htagW*- 
jkid the fon, '" if he flioiild hare fcU in 
Jove with Mifs !" 

" I'm fuie," faid Mife Brangtoon, *' MMs 
is welcome [ but,- for my part, I ihouM be 
quite 'aJhamed of fuch a beggarly con* 

• Such ^is the c^nV'^tfitidn till tta-firiie, 
when the appearance of Mr. Smith'gav^^a 

- iitw tiirti to the difcourft. 

MSTi BntagtHoA deiired.'ae-td 'ftirifMc 
*fth *hat a JhrJirt air, he- ttirtftfJ/ the 
room, and afked n*e_if he had' tt6t^yi#y 
muchaqmlitf'leok? ■ 

** Gome," cried ht, «iivi*cmg'to us, 
" you ladies "rimaft not 'fit togrthfcr j wht^- 
'*wr I ^6, I^l#af»'niakeit« H»le (opart 
the ladies.'* * 

- And (htfh, hand^r^ Mifs BHtn^ton .to 
>Ae next chair,' he 'ftated 'hfenfelf bctfl'trfn 

"«».■■■ •...■.. I.J - 

^ Well, now ladies, I think we fit very 
£ 4 wcU. 
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- well. Wfast fiiy you ? for my part, 1 think 
it was arery good motion." 

" If' my Coufin likes it," laid li^ 
Branghton, ** I'm furc I've no objcition." 
*' O," cried he, " 1 always ftudy what the 
ladies. Itke,^— that's my firft thought. And, 
indeed^ it is but natural that you fhould 
like beft to Be by the gentlemen, for wb^C 
' can yoa find to fay to one another ?" 

,'* Say ?" cried young Branghton, '* O, 
never you think of that, they'll find enough 
. to fay, I'll be fworn. You know the women 
are never tired of talking." 

*' Come, coQie, Tom,!* faid Mr. Smidi, 
** don't be fcvere upon the ladies ; when 
-I'm by,' you kno^w I always take their 
part.** 

Soon after, when Mifs Branghton offered 
' me fo.me-cake, 'this man of g^l^ntry faid, 
. ** Well, ii I was tbai l^dy, Vd never take 
any thing from! a, woman." 
** Why not. Sir ? 

*' Becaufe I ihould be afraid of being 
poifoned for being fo handfotne." 

*- Who is fevere upon the ladies Mwf** 

■fcid i. 

, - ** Why, really; Ma'am, it was a flip of 
fth^.tqn^cjj did not intend to fay fuch 
a tiling } but one can't always be on one's 
..guard."' 
.;., . Soon 
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Soon after, the converfation turning 
upon public places, young Braaghtoa 
afked if t had ever been to Gearg/s at 
Hampftead ? 

" Indeed I never heard the place men- 
tioned." 

*' Did n't you, Mifs ?" cried be, eageriy, 
"why then yqu'vc a dcij of fun to come, 
I'll promife you ; and, I tell you what, 
I'll treat you there fome STunday foori. So 
now, Bid and Poll,, be fure you don't tell 
Mifs about the chairsr and .all that, for - 
I've a mind to furprife bcr^ and if I pay, 
I. think I've a right to have it my own 
way." 

George's at Hampftead !*' repeatcdMri 
Smith, contcmptuoufly, " how came you to 
think the young Lady would like, to go> to 
fuch a low place as that ! But, pray Ma'iun, 
have you ever been to Doa Saltero'& at 
Chelfea." 

"No, Sir."- ■' ' 

' " No! — nay, tficn, I mufl: JnOff ori hav; 
Qig the plealure of condufting yqu there 
before long. I alTure you. Ma'am, many 
genteel people go,, or elfc, I give you-py 
word, Jfliould not ricommend^it^'" . 
■ " Pray, CouQn, faid Mr. BrahghtooJ - 
f* have you been at Sadler's Wells,, yet ?'* 

"No, Sir." _ . ■ 

" No 1 why then you've locA-'hochine>^ 
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" " Pl^y, Mifs»** faid the Son, ** h6w do 
you like the Tower of London V* 
■'■ ** i have ffCver b«rt to it. Sir." 

*• Goodnefs !" exclaimed be, ** not fen 
iJiC Tower r-*^hy may be you ha' n't beco 
O* top of the Monument, neither ?" 
■ *• No, indeed, I have hOt.'* 

" Why then you rfiight as well not have 
ieoMe to London, fbr au^t t fee, for yt>u*ve 
"bten no where.*" 

" Pray, Mifs,- laid Polly, " havi yott 
ban all o«r Paul's Church, yet ?** 

•• No, Ma'afti.'^ 
'■ *• "Well, but, Ma*am," faid Mr. Smith,. 
** how do you like Vauxhall and Mary- 
fcOrte?** 

*' I never faw either, Sir." 
' **No-^^od bicfs mel-^you really fur- 
ftrifc me,^ — why Viuxhall is tht firft plea- 
Itlr* in life !-^ know nothing like it.— 
WelU Ma'am,, you mufl:- have been witli 
flrange people, indeed, not to have takoi' 
you to V^MitiaM. Why you haye feen no* 
thitig of London yet— However,, we muft 
try rt (W taft^ make you amends." 

Ifl the COurft of this tatecbifm:^ many other 
places were fflenrioiied, of which I have for- 
gotten tht nam» } but the looks of fuip rife 
and tx)nti:mpt that ftiy rejieated- negativca' 
incurred, ^ittt vety diverting.. ' 

rCOttK." « Mr. S&a, after te«^ 
^a». 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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** as this Lady has been wfth fdch t tifteir 
fet of peftple, let's lhew'hei''thti3afe<iiferi 
Juppofc we go fomewherc irtf-Highi: J**-! 
love to do tlrings wirh fp?rit!-^Come, 
Ladies, where (hall we go ? For "iUf'-pSit, 
I ftiooldHkeFoote's;— &irtthcL'adKsiiiiafe 
chore 1 I never fpcak myfdf.** , ' . ' 

** Well, Mr. Smith is riways ih Ifefli 
fpit-its !" faid Mifs Branghton- , . ' : ■' 

"Why yes, Ma'am, yts, tharilc Gfdfl» 
pretty good fpiritsi — ^I have 'hot y*f me 
cares or th« World opon mei*— 1' a'fii'-nbt 
married,'— ha, ha, ha, — you'll excdfc ,mfc^ 
■ Ladies,— but I can't hilp laughihg N-'' 

No objefticMi being made, to liiy grteit 
relief, we all proceeded to the^fttle rheatPe 
"mtheHaymarket, where I *us eirttTtfridy 
entertained by the performance of thfeWfinir 
and the Cornniiffary. • '' ' ;' 

They all returned hither to Ttijip^;".' 



LETTER XIV. '. 

XESTERDAT mbrnteg, Madame 
buval again ftnt We to Mt: Brangji- 
atttntl6a eyM. DttBois, ttiaake fame 
■^ E 6 . partf 
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partf /or the evening i becaufe Aehadluuf 
the vapours the preceeding day, from flay- 
ing at home. 

. As.l. entered the Ihop, I perceived the 
unfortunate Nqrth Briton, feaced in a cor- 
jkt; with a book in his hand. He caft 
hw melancholy eyes «p, as we came in, 
^nd, I believe, immediately recollefted my 
face, for he llartrd and changed colour. L 
delivered Madame Duval's me0age to Mr. 
. Branghton ; who told mc I fliouLd Bad 
-, Polly : up ^irs, but that the others were 
gone out.. 

Up flairs, therefore,. I went ; and leated' 
, on a window, with Mr. Brown at her fide,, 
, fat Mils Polly. I felt a liule awkward at 
difturbing them, and much more fe, at 
their behaviour afterwards : for, as foo;i as 
the common enquiries were over, Mr. 
Brown grew fo fond, and fo foolilh, that 
J was extremely difgufted. Polly, all the 
tim^ only rebuked him with " La, now, 
Mr. Brown, .do be quiet^ cant you ?i— »^ 
ytu flioylipot behave fo be&re^ company. 
■—Why now whar will Mifs think of me P"" 
—while her looks plainly fhewed not merely 
the pleafure, but the pride which flie took, 
in his careffes. 

I did not, by. any means, think it ne- 

cef&Ey t© punim myfelf by witneffing. their 

.,|C«demeis,,s^d^tli?rcfore^ teUing them I 

* woulct 
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would (k if Mifs Bran^Eon were returned 
'Borne, I fix>a left them, and again defcendcd 
into die fliop. 

" So, Mi£, you've come again," (aH 
Mr. Branghton^ " what, I fuppofc, you've 
a mitid to fit a little in the uiop^ and fee. 
how the world goes, hay, Mifs V 

I made noanfwcr^ and M. Du Bois in- 
ftantly brought me a chair« 

The unhappy ftranger,. who had rifen at 
.my entrance, ^ain leated himfelf ■. and,, 
though his head leant towards his book, E 
could not help- obferving, that his eyes: 
.WCFC moft intently and earneftly turned to- 
wards Bie. 

M. Du Bois, as well as his broken Eng-^ 
lilh would allow him, endeavoured to en- 
tertain us, till the return of Mifs Branghton' 
and her brother. 

** Loidy how tired I am t" cried the 
former, ** I have not a foot to ftand upon.**' 
And then, without any ceremony, ftie flung. 
herfelf into the chair irom which I had 
rifen to receive her^ 

•* You tired 1" . fwd the brother, " wTiy 

' ^n. what muft I be, that have walked. 

. twice as^fac i" And with equal poJitenefs, 

lie paid the fame compliment to M. Du 

Bois which his Iilter had done to me. 

■Twp<chairs aiid three ftools compleated 

. d^ furniture of ^I^ fl>^>, apd M^r ^^^iP^' 
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ton, who chofe to itetj) his own ftat httft- 
JHf, dcfiird M. 0u Bob to take anothert, 
and then, feeing that, I was. 'witHout any,, 
ttallcd out to the ftranger*. ** Come,. Mr. 
Macartney, lend ns your ftool." 

Shocked at their rudcneft, I declined the 

offer, and appr6achmg'MirsBranghton,faidt. 

'** If you will be fe good as to make room 

for me on your chair, thCrft 'ftr]! be no oC- 

■ eafion to difturbthat^entlrtnan* 

" Lord^ what fignifies that ?" cried thc^ 
brother, " he has had hisfliare of fittings 
Til be fworn."" 

"" And if he has not,*" faid the fiHer^ 
** he has a chair up ftairs ; and the Soop is. 
-our own, I hope.** 

" - This gro'ffhefs fo much difgofted me^ 
that I to^ the Ilool, and carryii^ u back 
to Mr. Macartney myfclf, I returned. him 
' thanks, as civilly' aj^ I could, for his polite'- 
nefs, but faid that I had rather Hand: 

He looked at me as if unaccuflomed ta 
fach atrentton^ bo\wed very rtfpeftfully, but 
neither fpoke, nor yet made ufe of it. 

I fooh fouhd that ] was an objed of de- 

• rifion to iaH trrfen't, cxcfept IVi. C)u i3oIs» 

and, therefore, I be^d Mr. ^raiightOn 

Worfd give me an anfwer for Madinte tJfr- 

. Tal, as I was in hafte to rCtUm. 

"Well, then, Tbrta,— Biddy^*:-*hcr« 

■•'yak yoA'attiiiii tft-gi'to-fiigjit'? yoiir 
' ■ " Aunt 

o,„...Coogic 
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Aunc and Mifs want to be abroad anil 
amoflgft them.* 

" Why then, PapaJ* faid Mifs Brangh- 
ton, ** we'll go to Don Saltcro's. Mr. 
Smith likes that place. So may be he*ll ga 
'along with us.** 

" No, no.* hid the fon, " I'm fbrWhitc- 
Cbnduit Hbufe j fo let's go there.*' 

" White-Conduit Hoiiic» indeed ?** cded 
his filler^ '* no^ Tom, that I wori^t.* 

*' Why then let it alone ; nobody wanlis. 
jrour ■company ;r— we fball do ai well with- 
out you, I*H be fwdrn, and better too." 

" I'll tell you what Tom^, if you don^ 
"hold your tongue, I'll make you repent i^ 
—that I affure you." 

Juft then^ Mr. Smith came into the- 
Jhop, which he feemed to intend pafling 
through i. but when he faw rAe^ be ftoppca 
and began a moH couneous enquiry after 
my health,, protefting that, had he knowiv 
t fras there, he fliould have come dowpi 
fijoner, *' But, blefs nje, Ma*am," added 
he, ** what is the reafon you ftand)** and 
then he flew to bring me the feat frotn 
which I had j«ft partm. 

** ;Mr. Smith, vou are .come iBTcry go^ 
nme,.'' faid Mr. Branghton, " tO end a dis- 
pute between my fon and daughter, about 
where Chey fllall all go to-nlghi. . 
. i! ^ fie* tomrrtilfputc wik i lady f*" 
cric(| 
'\ ■ .,.„,.CougIo 
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cried Mr. Smith, " No%. as fqr me. Par 
■for where you willi provided this young 
Lady . is of the paj-ty,— one place Js the 
fame as. another to me, ftf that it be but 
terceable to the ladTCS,-H[ woultt go- any 
wncre with you. Ma'am," (to me) ** unlefs, 
- indeed, it were to church i— ha, ha, ha, — 
you'll excure me. Ma'am, but, really, I 
never could conquer my fear of a parfpn j 
—ha, ha, ha,— really, ladies, I beg your 
pardon^ for being fo rude» but I can't help 
laughing formy lifel"' 

'I was juft faying, Wr. Smith,*" faid' 
Mils Branghcon, " that t (hould like to go 
to Don S^ltero's ;— now pray where fliomd 
you like to go?" 

" Why reallj^, Mifs Kddy, you know 
^ always let thc'iadics decide; T nevef fix 
any thing myfelf; but I Ibould fuppofclt 
would be rarficr hot at the cofi^;eihoufc,— 
however, pray. Ladies, ftttte it among 
yourfclves, — ^I'm agreeable to whatever you 
chufe.'* 

It was eafy for me to difcover, that thit 
-jnan, with all' his JJarade of cenfermty, ob- 
■jcfls to every "thing that' is riot propofcd 
by himfelf ; but he is fo much- admired, by 
-thisfamily, for his rntf/i'/y; that he thinks 
"himfclf a complete fine gentleman ! 

" Come,'* faid tAr. Bran^tbn, " the 

lieft wa^ will be wput it to, the vote, and 

""''■' then- 
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then every bod? will (peak thar minds. 
Biddy, call Poll down ftairs. We'll ttait 
fair." 

** Lord, Papa," laid Mifs Branghton, 
•* why can't you as well fend Tom ?■— 
you're always fending me of the errands." 
A difpute then enmed, but Mils Brangh- 
ton was obliged to yield. 

When Mr. Brown and Mii^ PoUy made 
their appearance, the latter uttered many 
complaints of having been called, faying 
fhe did not want to come, and was very 
well where Ihe was. 

** Now, Ladies, your, votes j" criod 
Mr. Smith, *' and fo. Ma'am," (to me) 
*■* we'll begin with you. What place fti^ 
you like beft?" and then, in a whifper, he 

. added, ** I alTure you, I fball fay the lame 
as you do, whether I like it or not." 
' I faid, that as I was ignorant-what choice 

,. ufas in my power, • I muft beg to hear their 
.d^iGons firft. This was reliii%intly tS- 
lented toi and then Mifs Braiighton voted 

, for Saltero's Cbffee-houfe; her fiitcr, for a 
party to A&tber Red.Cap't: the brother, for 
White-Conduk Houfe; Mr. Brown, for 
B^ni^e Wells ; ]VIr. Branghton fgr Sad- 
kr*s \^]ls i and Mr. Smith for Vauxhall. 
. *' Well now,: M^'api." faid Mr. Sipith, 
^ we have 'all fpokcn, and fb'you muft give 

' . ' '' ' ' '■ the 
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■the CaiMiig vote. Come, what wllf you 
fee opow ?" 

** Sir," anfwertd I^ " 1 was to ipafe 

• V." 

' , ** 'Well, fo you wMJ,'^ faid Mift Brangh- 

ton, " for We've all fpoke firft." 
' *** Patdbntnc,'' itturficd f," the voting 

has not yet been q\iite gertetal." 

Arid I Icrokcd towards Mr. Macartney, 

to whom I wMhed extremely to fliew that 
■ I was not of the faftie brutal nature with 

thole b^ Whom he was treated fo grofsly. 
. , " Why. pray," faW Mr. Brarghtdn, , 

" who'haTc we left out ? Would you haye 

*he tits and dcgs vote?^ 
■*' No Si^^critd 5, lylih fohrt ijHrit, 

"1 would hive rbat ^/&«fl»,vote,— if, 
~ mdee4> he b not fbperior to joining onr 

' Thtf tdl tobkcd stc thtf, fi if t^«y doubt- 
ed whether ot iiot they Tiad heaal iJw 
:rtghti but. In a f<iw rtiooitlits, their-fi*- 
pnfe gave wayto a rufie bui'ft of laught«'. 

Very much drfpleafed, I told M. ftu | 
Bois thatifh«wasilotfeadJri0go,I <roi4d . 
^ have a coach ealkd for rti/fett i 

O Yts, he laid, he w^ dfw^ys ready io ! 
atteod me. ^ ' . - " 

- Mr. Smith tbeit advUicbg, att^ii]|)l;ed «o 
-"cake my hand, and begged me not to 
leave ; 



>ogk 



• EVE L 1 N A. '115 

■-Y«vt tlitm tin rha5fcfaftdth«ievfciiihg*s . 
■plah.' ' 

•* I 6ave Adthiiig, 'Sir,** laid 1, ** to do 
. 'with ic, as it is my intention to (tay at 
home i and therefore ^r. Bfanghton will 
' he [o good as to fend Madame Duval word 
what place is 'fixed upon, when it is cbn- 
vcriient t6 'hifn." 

Arid theA,' making a flight covktefie, I 
left them. 
' ■ How much does hiy drfguft for thcfe 
"pcopit encreafe my pity for poor Mr, M«- 
carth&^! I will ndt fee them, when T can- 
avoid' fd d<^ng J but' I atri determined to 
tskrf every opportunfty in my po*er, to 
'iKew fcivility to this .unhappy man, Vliofe 
misfortunes, with this family, only rtridcr 
him an objeft of fcorn^Iwas. howcw^ 
■ very well pleaTecf with M. I)u Bois, who, 
iar from joining in their mirth, exprtflcd 
himself -^KintAy ibocked ae their ill- 
breeding. 

We had jtot vraUKd t«n .'yards before we 
were followed by Mr. Smith, who came to 
n*lEf qc^ufcs, -and to aflUre me they were 
aify jokiiigt and ^oppd-J -teobj -nedHfw 4U» 
'{br, if I did, he would iii^e a i^ua'rtVof 
' fthirafelf with the Bran|ht6n», rattier -niiHi 
'1 thOOld'reccivo any" offence. 

i b^^ged 'him not td take' aqy tlfipuble 

'about lo ulimitefial ah aFair,'uid auured 

iiiia 
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him I (hould not mylelf- He.was lb oiS- 
cious, that he would' not be' prevailed upon 
to return home, till he had walked with 
us to Mr. Dawkins*s. 

Madame Duval was very much difpfeafcd 

. that I brought her fo little fatis^ioo. 

'White-Conduit Houfe was, at laft, fixed 
upon; and, notwithftanding my great dii^ 
like of fuch parties and fucn places, I was 
obliged to' accompany them. 

Very difagreeable, and much according 
to my expeftatioDS, the evening provoL 
There were many pec^le all fm^t and gao- 
dy, and fo pert and low-bred, that I could 
hardly endure being amongll: them y bat 

' the party to which, unfortunately* t te- 
longed, fecmed all ai borne. 



:. ., L E T T,E R^ XV. . 
' EviSm ih coHtimatiek. 

Holbon, Jnne 17^.' 

YESTERDAY Mr, Smith carried bjs 
pointy of makiiiK a. parly for VSwx- . 
hall, confining of Madam;e Duval, M..pu- 
Bpis, all the jBraneHtons,' Mr. Brown,, hlm- 
felf,— and mc\-—&t I fiiid all endeavours 
valij 
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vain to efcape iny thing which thefe people 
de6re I fliould: not. 

There were twenty dHputes previous to 
our fetting out ; firit, as to the time of our 
going'; Mr. Bringbion, his fon, and young 
Brown, were for fix o'clock ; dnd alt the 
ladies inrf Mr. Smith were for eightj— 
the latter, howevier, conq\iered. • 

Theijj'as tothcway we fliould go; Tome ' 
■were for a boat, others for a coatfh, arkl 
Mr.'Branghton himfelf wds for walking : ' 
bi^t the bpMi'ai length, was decided upon; - 
Indeed this was the only part of the expedi- ' 
tion that was agreeable to me, for the ' 
Thames was delightfully pleafant. 

The Garden-is very pretty, but too for- > 
mal i 1 Ihouid have been better plea^, 
had it conlifted lefs of ftrait walks, where 

Grave Bodi u gtowt, each alley bu iu brother. 

The trees, the numerous lights, and the 
company in the circle round the orcheftra 
make a moll; brilliant and gay appearance ; ' 
and, had I been with, a party Icfs difagree-. > 
ble to me, I fhould have tboi^ht it a 
place formed for animation and pleafure. 
There was a concert, in the courfe of which, 
a" hautbois concerto was fo charmingly 
played, that -I coQld have thought myMfi 
upon cnduated ground, hid I oad fpirits ; 
more 
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more gfntle to afpstpU/K. yrit^ The haut- 
boy in the open air is heavci^^y. 

Mr/ Smith fiH^fsayqurcd ,f9 9iif^h hiip- 
felf to H»e. wwU-fHfh'ofpcioMR ^djuity^ 
an4 .ipopw^in^nf f^cedpiR, tiMif .V, qmiR 

OBJ^ (T1V1 ,c^ th9 pamc^p. yflpionv volqn-. 
tariljr, I ever aait^&fd t^f^lf. Ije is 
ciy^i and. i^fB*4f»4 *^ I ^Wp fiw?*! 

Hi» BpgUfti i8,veiy. bfid, bqt J ptefer^it to 
fpSi^ing fIravJi W^itf. ^hic^ 1 dfM npt 
Tent»*» -to dp, 1 conyc^fp with hipi ftr- 
qv)<l9tlK* ^^ U dif(;ngr(g(9 ^tnyfelf from 
others, and loobtfge .lyladafne Dvya], who 
isjUvayst gl<^fed .w|)en.he .is, a^JCiidcdta. 

.A«: WBWiew wal^sing #i9iit the orchofti^i, 
I hn^nd a ^li ring, and, fii-.a mc»nei\^ JS^. 
Smith, flying up to me, caught my hand, 
andf vttJoi a motiota ta»,quf$k. .(A :be is- 
lifted, ran away with me many yards bc- 
foic.I had tirca^ toa&: bts metning, tb9Ugh 
1 Aruggkd as wril a* 1 cQuId to gee from 
hvn. At Isft, howcvQT* I in&fted up^p 
ftei^iogt *' Srfippipg, Ms'mt !" .cvi«d ^ 
" why, we muft rufi on, or we fcaU iofc 
the calicadei" 

And thea atg/un, he hurrjed me ayu]^ 
m-xii^ with a crowdof people* ail twinij^ 
with to mudi Telocity, that J coul^ ifctf 
imagine what haA ^ntftd iUcb an .dornu 

. . : . We 
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Wc vcte fopn I^Uowed bjrthe .tfift o£ tke 
party; and my fi^rp/iie- ftncL jgnouncey 
proved a Qv:ac£ of divcdioQ Co. tnoa^ all, 
w^^^h was Qot exhaufte4 ^^^ whole evening. . 
V^uqg Braqghton, in part^Qglji;, iaygtysi , 
till he could'hardly ftand. 

The fcene of the ,cafc»d.c I, tbau^t 
extremely. pretty, and the igcnctal sSm., 
ftriking and lively.. 

fiut-th^ was nojc the only furprife which' 

wa,s .to dtvrrt them at my expense; for 

they kd me about th<t garden* purpofily to 

' cpjoy.my hiJt %hc of vvious other decepr' 

Abput t«a o'clock^ Mr. Smith haviog 
cl^feaa itifjin a very coolplciious pl^«» 
we all .went to fupper. Mgch fault was-^ 
found with every. thing that was ordered, 
though not a morfel ofany thing was left^ 
and the dcarnefs of the provinoos, with 
conjectures upon what profit was made by , 
them. Hipplied difcourle during the whole 
me»l. 

When wine and cydw were brought, Mr- 
Smith faid, "Now let's enjoy ourfelvesi. 
now is the time, or newer. Well, Ma'am, 
and bow do you like Vauxhall ?" 

" Like it!"cri«d young Bran^hton,'Vhjr,. 
how can fhe help liking it ? me ha; never 
fteo fueh- a place before^ that I'll anfwer 

" For 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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~ ** For my part," faid Mifs Branghtoii} I 
like it bocaufe it is not vulgar." 
' ** This muft have been a fine treat for 

rou, Mifs," faid Mr. Branghton j ** why, 
fuppofe you was never fo happy in all your 
life Dcfore?" 

I endeavoured to eicprefs my fatis&ftion 
with fonie pleafure, yet I believe they were 
much amazed at my coldnefs. 

^ Mifs ought to ftay in town till the laft 
night," faid young Branghton, " and then, 
it's my belief, fhe'd fay fomething to it ! 
■ "Why, Lord, it's tht beft night (rf anyi 
there's always a riot, — and there the folks 
run about,''— and then there's fuch fquealing 
and fqualling ! — and there all the lamps are 
broke, — ^ana the women run fkimper fcam- 
per ; — I declare I would not take five gui- 
neas to mifs the laft night !" 

I was very glad when they all grew tired ' 
of fitting, and called for the waiter to pay 
the bill. The Mifs Branghtons iaid they 
would walk on, while the gcntlemai fettled' 
the account, and alked me to accompany 
them i which, however, I declined. 

" You girls may do as you pleafe," faid ■ 
Madame Duval, * but as to me, I pr^ ' 
mife you, I flia'n't go no where without the 
gentlemen." 

" No more, I foppofe, will mjCimfift^ 
■ .. ., fa«i 
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fnid Mifs Branghton, looking reproaehfulJy; 
towards Mr. Smith. 

This refleftion, ^htch I feared wguld. 
Salter his vanity, m^e me, m<^ unfortu- 
nately, requdl Madame Duval's pcrmifCon 
to attend them. She granted jtj and away 
we went, having promifoi to mtet in the 
i:oom. 

To the room therefore, I would imm^, 
di^ely have gone : but t^e fibers agreed 
that they would firft have a little fUaJwet 
3hd they tittered, and talked fo loud, thaK 
the? altrafted univcrfal notice. 

'' Lord, Polly," faid the eldefti"' fup-' 
pofe.we were to take a turn in.ithcd^k 
walks!" 

" Ay, do," anfwered flje, " and then 
we*U hide ourfelves, and then. Mr, Brown 
will think we are loft." - : m 

I remonftrated very warmly ^wnft thi» 
plan, telling them that it wouldendartget 
our mining the reft of the. pai^y aU ,iho 
evening. 

'* O dear," cried Mifs BraRet^, "I 
thought how uneafy Miis wotiHo^, witk<H]ii; 
a beaul" 

This impertinence I dkl not think wwiH 
anfweringi and, quite by compulfton, I 
followed them down a long alley, in which 
there was hardly any light. 

By the time we came near the end» a 
VflV. II. F large 
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Itt^ party of eentkmcn, apparently very 
riotous, and wno were hallowing, leaning 
«n otic atiother, and laughing immode- 
ntc1y,'feemed to rufli fudoeriiy frcHii be- 
hind fome trees, and, meeting us face to 
face, put their arms at their fides, and 
fomriid a kind of -circle, which firft fti^iped 
our proceeding, and then our fetreattng^ 
for wfe wftre prefemly entirety inclofed. 
The M^s Bmnghtens fcreamed aloud, -and 
I was frightened exceedingly : our fcreims 
were aniwtfed with burfts of laughter, and, 
for fome minutes, we were kept prifoners, 
till, -at laft, one of them» rudely, feizing 
iMkl of tncy faid I was a pretty Itttle crea- 
ture. 

Terrified to -death, I ftrsggJed with fuch 
Mhetnence to 4ifengage hiylelf fVom him, 
that I fuccceded, in (piife tJf his eSbrts to 
deUin mHi and imrDedtately, and with a 
ftriftftefs which fear only cOuld have given 
me, I fl(» mtber than iion up the walk, 
hoping to fecure my fafety by returning to 
flie'li^SfeaWd cort^wiy we^iad'fd fodliflily 
feft^: butjitaifiHt; I could ■pafiibly^cwftn- 
plifti my purpofe, I was met by another 
pany df liwn, one of whom placed hintfelf 
h dite^lyin my way, calling out, " IMii- 
ihcr foifaft, nyy love ?"— that I cbutdotily 
jiave proceeded, 'by running into I^ eAns. 

la at wiorMM, ismh ittf liands, by «lif- 
£rHM 
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fercnt perfon3, were caught hold Qfj and 
one of chem, in a moft familiar manner, 
defired, when I ran next, to accompany 
me in a race ; while the reft of ihc party 
ftood ftill and laughed. 

I was almoft diftrafted with terror, and 
fo breathlefs with running, that I could not 
fpeak, till another advancing, faid, I was as 
handfome as an angel, and defired to be of 
.the party. I then juft articulated, " For 
Heaven's fake. Gentlemen, let me pafs!" 

Another, tjien, rulhing fuddenly forward, 
unclaimed, " Heaven and earth ! what voice 
is that ?— " 

" The voice of the prettieft little aftrefs 
I have feen this ^," anfwered one of my 
perfecutors. . 

" Nq,— no,-*!!©,— '' I^«»tei out, "I 
am no aftpefs, — pray let me go, — pray let 
me pafs-f." 

-*' By all that's facrcd," cried the fame 
voice, which I then knew for Sir ClcmcnC 
Willoughby's, " 'tis terfelf I" 

" Sir Clement Wilkjughby !** cried I. 
-" O Sir, afljlb— «ffifl: nie— or I Ihall die 
with terror !— " 

".Gendernen," cried he, difei^ging. 
them all from me in an inftanc, '* pray leave 
this laidy to me.'* 

Loud laughs proceeded from every 

aftHith, and two or three f»d, !* ^Uoughby 

F> baa 
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has all ibe lutk! But one of them, in a 
paflionate manner, vowed he would not give 
me up, for that he had the Hrft right to me, 
and would fupport it. ^ , , 

**■ You are miftaken," faid Sir Clement, 
" this lady is— I will explain myfelf to you 
another time \ but, I alTure you, you are all 
miftaken." 

And then, taking my willing hand, he 
led me oiF, amidfl: the .loud acclamations, 
laughter, and grofs merriment of his im- 
pertinent companions. 

As foon as we had efcaped from them. 
Sir Clement, with a voice of furprife, ex- 
claimed, " My deareft creature, what won- 
der, what ftrange revolution, has brought 
you to fuch a fpot as this ?" 

■ Alhamed of my fituation, and extremely 
mortified to be thus recognized by him, I 
was for fome time filent, and when he re^ 
pcated his queftion, only ftammcred out, 

' I have, — I hardly know how,— loft my- 
felf from my party. — '* 

He caught my hand, and eageply prelTing 
it, in apaffionate voice, faid, " O that I had 
fooner met with thee 1" 

Surprifcd at a freedom fo unexpefled, I 
angrily broke from him, faying, Is this 
the proreftion you give me. Sir Ckr 
jment?'.; 

, . And 
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And then I faw, what the perturbation 
of my mind had prevented my (ooaer no- 
ticing, that he had led me, though I know 
not how, into another of the dark alleys, 
inftead of the place whither I meant to 
go. 

Good God !" } cried, where am I? 
■—What way are you going ? — " 

** Where," anfwered he, " we Ihall be 
Icaft obferved." 

Aftoniflied at this fpeech, I flopped fliorf, 
and declared I would go no further. 

** And why not, my angel ?*' again en- 
deavouring to take my hand. 

My heart beat with refentment; I pulhed 
him away from me with all my ftrength, 
and demanded how he dared treat me with 
'fuch infolence ? 

" Infolence !" repeated he. 
■ ** Yes, Sir Clement, infolence; from you, 
who kno^if :me, I had a claim for protC(Sion, 
^not to fuch treatment as this." 

■ " By heaven," cried he with warmth, 
*' you diftrafl: me, — why, tell me,— why 
do I lee you here? — Is this a place for Mifs 
Anvillc ? — chefe dark walks ! — no party ! 
— no companion ! — ^by all that's good, I can 
fcarce believe my fenies!" 

Extremely- offended at this fpeech, I 
turned angrily from him, and, not deign- 
ing to make any anfwer, walked on- to- 
F 3 - ward* 
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wsrds that part of the garden whence I per- 
ceived the lights and company. 

He followed me ; but we were both fome 
time lUent. 

" So you will noc expl^'n to me ^our 
firuation ?" fald he, at length. 

" No, Sir," anlwcred I, difdainfully. 

" Nor yet— fuSer me to make my own 
interpretation ?— " 

I could not bear this -ftranjge manner of 
fpeaking ; it made my very loul ihuddcr* 
— and fburft intQ tears. 

He flew to mc, and a&ually Bung him- 
felf at my feetj as if r^ardlels who migi^ 
fee him, faying, '* O Miis Anvillc^-love- 
licft of women— forgive m/— my— ^I be- 
fecch you forgive mc i- if I have offended, 
-^ I have hurt yoxi— I could, kill myfelf 
at the thought 1— " 

" No matter. Sir, no matter," cried I, 
** if I can but find my friends,—-! will as- 
Ter (peak to— never fee you again I" 

*' Good God !— good JHeaven !— my dear- 
cCt \i(c^ what it k I have done ?— what is it I 
have faid ?— " 

**' You belLkngw, Sir, v/hat and ifiiy •,— 
but don't hold me here,.— -let me be gone i 
and do you!** 

" Not till you -forgive mc f— -I cannot 
p?rt with you in anger/* 
," For ihame, for ibame. Sir!" cried I 
indignantly. 
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indigoandy, " do you fuppofe I imxo be 
thus compdled ?— ^o you take advanti^ 
of the ab&nce of my friendsi, to affront 
me?" 

'* No, Madam," cried he, fifing, '* I 
would fooncr forfeit my liiv than aft io oiean 
apart. But yoa have Song me into aqwic^ 
nnent unfpoakablt, and you vttU not cen^ 
descend, td: ^bm ta mjr rcquelit of givteg 
me fotae enplAnzaon.'* 

'-* The manner, Su-," faid I, " in which 
yoa {poke, that cequeil:, made, and .vfiU 
make me fcom to anfwer it." 

" S«o»D ! — S wilt own to you, I eju 
pei^»l Aotiuch-difpleafuTe fix>m Mils Aa- 
villc.*'- . . ' 

" Perhaps^ Sir, if you had, you would 
le& voluiMarily have merited it." 

*' My dcareft life,, furely ic muft be 
knowa toi you, tha£ the man doei not 
breathe, wto adoreS'you. fo paffiaaa«eb)r, {it 
fecvently, To teaderky as I do'l—nwhy tiicn 
will you delight in perplening me?— ia 
keeping tne in ru^)ence— in tptcuiing me 
with doubt f— ►" -' '. 

" I, Sir, delight in per^xing youl'^' 
You are much miftaken.— Your fufpeilcet 
your doubts, your perpkxitieSi-^-^rc M your 
Own creuing ; and believe i»e. Sir, they 
may <^hd, but thty can never dt^t^ n^ ?"* 
F + ..but. 






lit EVELINA. 

bli(iiaBi«obhave yourfclf raifcd, you mufl?- 
youifetf farisFy them." 
I *'■ Good tGod ! — that fuch haugbtinefs 
and fuch fwcetnefs can inhabit the fame 
tnanfionl'*, . 

I made no anfwer, but quickening my 
pace; I walked on filemly and fuUenly t 
tilt thiS'inolt impetuous of men, fnatching 
my handt which he giafped with violence^ 
befought me to forgive him, with fuch 
earriettncfs of fupplication, that, merely lo 
elcape his . importunities, I was forced to 
fpeak} and, in fome meafure, to grant the 
pardon herequefted: though it was ac- 
corded "with a very ill grace : but, indeed, 
I kaePf not how to refill the humility of his 
fciilteaties : yet never Ihall I recollcft the 
occafion ht gave meof difpleafurc, without 
^Itng'ic renewed.. 

1 We nDw.-foon arrived in the midft of the 
gencrati crowdj and my own fafety being 
then infored, I grew extremely uneaiy 
tor-'the Mift . Branghtons, whofedangerj 
however: in^udently incurred by their own 
folly, I too well knew how to tremble for. 
To'thtfi confideration aU. my pride of heart 
yielded* snd 1 determined to (eek my party 
wifih the utmoft fpeed -, though not with- 
out a ,iigh did I. recoiled tfae fruitlefs at- 
Mt^pC I had made, after the opera, of con-* 
ccaling from this map my unfortunate coa- 
ncftiona. 
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ne£tions,' which I was now obliged to make 
known. 

I haftened, therefore, to the room, witii 
a view of fending young Branghton to the 
aid of his filters. In a very fEort time, I 
perceived Madame Duval, and the reft, 
looking at one of the paintings. I muft 
own to you, honcftly, my dear Sir, that 
an involuntary repugnance feized me, al 
prefenting fuch a fet to Sir Clement, — he, 
who had been ufed.to fee me in parties fo 
different I — My pace flackcned as 1 apr 
prMched them, — but they prefently per-, 
ceived me. 

" Aby Mademttjelk !" cried M. DuBoie^ 
" ^ejtfuis charms de vcus voir .'" 

** Pray, Mifs," cried Mr. Brown^ 
" Where's Mifs Polly ?" 

" Why, Mifs, you've been a long while 
gone," faid Mr. Branghtoa ; " we thought 
you'd been loft. But what have you done 
with your coufins ?"■ 

I hefuated, — for Sir Clement regarded 
me wicli a look of wonder, 

** Pardi" cried Madame Duval, " I 
llia'n't let you leave me again in a hur-, 
ry. Why, here we've been in fuch a 
fright !— and, all the while, I ■ fuppofe" 
you've been thinking nothing about th«. 
matter." 

;i^-WeU»" faid young Branghton^ " as 
F 5 long 
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long as Mifs is come back, I don*t mmd, 
for as to Bid and Poll, they can take care 
of themfelves. But the beft. joke is» Mr. 
Smith is gone all about a looking ibr 
you." 

Theft fpeeches were made almoft all in 
a breath : bui; when, at laft, they waited 
fbr an anfwer, I told them, that in walking 
up one of the long alleys, we had been 
frightened and feparated. 

* The long alleys !'* repeated Mr, 
Branghton, ** and, pray, what had you to 
do in the long alleys ? why, to be fure,- 
you mult all of you hkve had a mind to be 
affronted !" 

This fpeech was not more impertinent to 
me, than furprifing to Sir Clement, who 
regarded all the party with evident aftonifli- 
ment. However, I told young Branghton 
that no time ought to be loft, for rtiat his 
fifters might require hh immediate protec- 
tion. 

'* But how will they get it ?" cried this 
brutal brotherj " if they've a mind to be- 
have in fuch a manner as that, they oudit 
to proteft themfelves ; and fo they may for 
me.** 

** Welt," faid the fimple Mr. Brown, 
** whether you go or no, 1 think I may as , 
well fee after Mils Polly." 

The father, thcDt interfering, infifted 
disc 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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that his fon ftiould accompany him v-amJ 
away they went. 

It was now that Madame Duval firil' per^ 
ceived Sir Clement •, to whom turning. umA 
a lookof greacdifplcafarr, flic' angrily;' feTa*, 
*' A&/«, fo you are corned hertf,-rf'att 
■ the people! in the world !— I wonder, chjld^ 
you would let fu«h a?— foch iper/oH is that 
keep company with you.'-' 

I am very forry. Madam,*' fttd Sit 
Clement, in a tone offurprife^ '* if .Fhavt 
been Co unfortunate as to offcnd^ifba ; but 
I believe you wril nqt regret tHi^ftonbur I 
now have of attending Mifs Anville,; wh^a 
you hear that I have been fo happy as 
to do her fome fcrvice." 

Juft as Madame Dirral, Wttlr her ufual 
Mdfoi, was beginning to reply, thfe aiteij^ 
tion of Sir Clcmeirt was wholly drawn-ftpm 
her, by the appevance of Mr. Smith, jyho 
coming fuddenly behind me, Sna^freely 
putting his hands on my flwulders, cried, 
' O ho, my little runaway, have I foi^nd 
you at lafi ? I have Been fcampering aft 
over the gardens for you, for I was de^er^- 
mine^i to find you,., if you were ifctove 
, ground/— But haw could you .be ft fpr^ 
as to leave us?"' . ',', 

1 turned round to him, and foofeeij with 

a d^ree of contempt' that J hoped would 

hire quieted him ; but he bm not the 

F 6 ienfe 
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f^Dfe. to vndcriland me ;■ snd, attempting 
to take my hand, he added, '* Such a de- 
mure lookjing'lady as you are, who'd have 
thought of your leading one fuch a dance ? 
7-Coftie, 9pw, don't be fo coy,— only think 
fvliat.a trouble I have had in running after 
you !" ._;;, 

.** TH« trouble. Sir," faid I, '* was of 
your own choice,— not mine." And I 
walke^ roupd to Uie other fide of Madame 

Perhapsr r. was too proud,— but I could 
nQL,pn<)ur<!i that Sir Clement, whofe eyes 
followed hitn with looks of the mofl: fur- 
prifed ccrkricy, ihould witnefs his unwel- 
come familiarity. 

Upon my removal^ fic came up to me, 
wid, in a £ow voice, faid, *' You are nfit, 
Uicnt with the Mirvans i" 
;; .'■• No, Sir." 

",j!i,nd pray — may I alk,— have you 
left jhem long ?" 

'" No»"Sir.» 
'/ ". How unfortunate I ami— but yefter- 
day.I lent fO acquaint the Captain I ihould 
reach tte Grove by to-morrow goon I Hos^- 
eve^ J[rfl)alV,£et ay^ay as faft aspofllbk. 
Shall you be Ring in town ?" 

,** I believe not, Sir." 

" And th«n,-when you leave U.— which 
way 
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way — will you allow me to aik, which way 
you ftiall travel ?" 

" Indeed,— I don't know." 

*' Not know ! — But do you return to 
iHe Mirvans any more ?" 

" I— I can't tell. Sir." 

And then, I addreffeS myfelf to Ma- 
dame Duval, with fuch a pretended ear- 
neftnefs, that he was obliged to be filent. 

As he cannot but obferve the great 
change in my fituation, which he knows 
not how to account for, there is fomethine 
in all thcfe queftions, and this unreftrained 
euriofity, that I . did not expeft from a 
man, who when he pleafes can be fo well- 
bred, as Sir Clement Willoughby. He 
feems difpofed to think that the alteration 
in my companions aythorifes an alteration 
in his manners. It is true, he has always 
treated me with uncommon freedom, but 
never before with fo difrcfpedful an abrupt, 
oefs. This obfervation, which he has 
given me caufe to make, of hh changing, 
with the tide^ has funk him more in my 
opinion, than any other part of his con- 
duft. . 

Yet I could almoft have la.ughed, when 
I looked at Mr, Smith, wKo no fooner 
ikw me addrclTed hy Sk Clement^ than, 
retreating aloof from the company^, he 
feemcd to lofe at oace all hu happy 
felt- 
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felf-fufficiency and conceit j looking nor 
at the baronet, now at himfelf, furvcying, 
with forrowful eyes, his drcfs, ftruck with 
his air, his "geftures, his'cafy gaiety, he 
gazed at him with envious admiration, and 
ftemed himfelf, with confcious inferiority, 
to (brink into nothing. 

Scon after, Mr. Brown, running up to 
us, called out, " La, what, i'n't Mifs 
Polly come yet ?" 

** Come !" faid Mr. Branghton, " why, 
J thought you went to fetch her yourfetf, 
■did n't you ?" 
\ ** Yes, but I could n't find her-, — yet I 
dare fay I've been over half the garden,*' 

** Half I but why did not you go over 
it all ?" 

" Why, fa I will : but only J thought 
I'd iuft come and fee if flie was here 
firft?" 

" But Where's Tom ?** 

** Why, I dop't know; for he would 
not ftay with me, all as ever I could fay ; 
for we met fome young gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, and fo he bid me go and 
looK by myfelf^ for he faid, iays he, 1 cart 
divert myfelf better another way, fay* 
he.'* 

This account being given, away again 

wcne this fiUy young man! and Mr- 

■ 9 Branghton, 
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Branghton, extremdy incenftd, faid he 
woula go and fee afcer them himfelf. 

*'- So now," cried Madame Diival,_ 
** he's gone coo I why, at this rate we (hall 
hare to watt for one or other of them 
all night I" 

Obferving that Sir Clement feemed dif- 
poied to renew his enqurries, I tvrned to- 
ti^rds one of die paintings, and, pretend- 
ing to be very much occupied in looking 
at it, alked M. Du Bots fome queftions 
concerning the figures. 

" O, Mm JDieu!** cried Madame Du- 
val, *' don't alk him 1 your beft way is to 
aflt Mr. Smith, for he*s been here the of- 
teneft. Come, Mr. Smith, I dare fay you 
can tell us all about them,** 

** Why, yes, Ma*am, yes," faid Mr. 
Smith, who, brightening up at this applica- 
tion, advanced towards us, with an air of 
affumed importance, which, however, fat 
very uneaHly upon him, and begged to 
know what he ihould explain firil -, " For 
I have attended," fud he, *' to all thefe 
paintings, and know erciy thing in them 
perfefSly well ; for I sm rather fond of 

figures, Ma'am; and, really, I muft fay, 
think a pretty prftqrc is a— a very— is 
really a very*— is fomeihing very pretty.—'* 
"So do l too/* faid Madame Dtival» 
IJ but pray now. Sir, tell- us who that is 
meant 
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meant for," pointing to a figure cWT Nep^ 
tunc. 

" That! — why that, Ma'am» is, — Lord 
bids me, I can't think how I conie to bt 
fo ftupid, but really I have forgot his. 
name,— and yet, I know it as well as my 
own, too,— •■however, he's a General, Ma'am 
they are all Generals." 
. I faw Sir Clement bite his lips i and, in- 
deed, fo did I mine. 

" Well," faid Madame Duval, " it's the 
oddeft drefs for a General ever I fee?*' 

** He fecrn* fo capital a figure,** faid Sir 

■ Clement to Mr. Smith, " that I imagine 

he muft be Generalijftmo of the whole army." 

" Yes, Sir, yes," anfwered Mr. Smithy 
refpedfully bowing, and highly delighted 
at being thas referred to, ' you are per- 
feftly right,— but I cannot for my lifj 
think ot his. name' j^— perhaps, Sir, you 
, may remember it?" 

" No, really," replied Sir Clement, *' my 
acquaintance among the Generals, is not fo 
extenfivc." 

The ironical tone of voice in which Sir 
Clement fpokc, entirely difconcerted Mr. 
Smith i who, again retiring, to an humble 
diftance, leemed fenfibly mortified at the 
failure of his attempt to cecovcr his confer 
quence. 

. Soon afcer^t; Mr. Branghcon returned^ 
' with- 
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with his youngcft daughter, whom he had 
refcued from a party of infolenr young 
men i but he had not yet been able to find 
the'eldeft. Mifs PoUy was really frighten- 
ed, and declared Ihe would never go mto 
the dark walks again. Her father, leaving 
her with us, went in queft of her filter. 

While" flie. was relating her adventures, 
■ to which nobody liftened more attentively 
than Sir Clement, we law Mr. ftown enter 
the room. '* O la I" cried Mifs Polly, " let 
me hide mylclf, and don'c tell him I'm 
come." 

She dien placed herfelf behind Madame 
Duval, in.iuch a cnaQner that flic could noc 
be feen. 

** So Mifs Polly is not come yet !'* faid 
the fimple fwain; '* well, I can't think 
where flie can be ! I've been a looking;, and 
looking, and looking all about, and f can't ^ 
find, her, all 1 can do." 

" Well but, Mr. Brown," faid Mr. 
Smith, *' lha*nt you go and look for the 
lady again ?** . 

*' Yes, Sir," faid he, fitting down, " but 
I mull reft me a little bit firft. You can't 
think how tired I am." 

" O fie, Mr. Brown, fie," cried Mr. 
Smith, winking at us, '* tired of looking' 
for a lady t Go, go, for'lhame !" 

" So I will. Sir, prefcntlyj but you'd 
be 
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be tired too, if you'd walkfd fo far: bc- 
fides, i think Ihe's gone out of the garden, 
or elfe I muft.have Kcn fometbing or ocfaer 
of her." 

-A he, bty be ! of the tittering P(dly, now 
bctrajied her, and fo ended this ingenkMU 
iittlc artifice. 

At laft ajjpeared Mr. Eh-anghton and 
Mifs Biddy, who, with a face of mixed 
anger and coofuiion, addreffing herfelf to 
me, faui, '* So Mi£s, fd you ran away from 
mc 1 Well, £ec if 1 doa'L da ts much by 
you, fome day or other t But I thought 
ho« it would be, you'd no mind to leave 
^gea^mott thou^ you^d rua ai^y from 
mt." 

I was fo, much furprtfed at this attack, 
thv I could not anfwer her for very amaze- 
meat j and fhe proceeded to tell us how ill 
Ibe had been ufed, and that two young men 
had been making her walk w and down 
the dark walks by abfolute force, and as 
faft as ever they could tear her along ■, and 
.many other particulars, which I will not 
tire you with relating. . In conclufion, 
looking at Mr. Smith, ftie faid, " But, to 
be fure, thought f, at leaft all the com- 
pany will be looking for .mej ia I little 
expired CO find you. all here, talking as 
comfortably as ever you can. , However, I 
know I may thank my coufin for it t" 
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" If you mean m;, Madatin" (aiA I* 
very giuch ihocked^ " I am qu'tce igoo- 
rant ia what manner I caa hwe been accef- - 
fanr to your ditirefs." 

"Why, by running away fo. If you'd 
ftayed with us. 111 anfwcr for it, Mf. 
Smith, and M. X>u Bois would have come 
ta look for us % bot I fuppofe they could . 
Dot leave your ladylhip." 

The folly and unreafonablenefs of thts> 
^eech. would admit of no anfvnr. But 
what a Icenc was thiy^ for Sir Cknwni ! 
^U furprUe waq evident i and, I mtift- 
.ackaoWIcdgc, my confufiod was cqaaUy 
great. , 

We had now to wait for young Brangh- 
ton, who did not appeu for fooie timcv 
a,nd, during this interval, it was with dif-* 
ficulty that I avoided Sir Clement, who 
was on the rack of curiofity* and dying 
to fpeak to me. 

"When, at laft, the hopcfol youth re- 
turned, a long and frightfol quarrel en- 
fued between him and his father^ in which 
his liiters qccafionalty Joined, concerning 
hi^negleift; and ht de^ndedbimlelf only 
by a brutal mirth, which he indulged at 
their expencc; 

Every one, now, feemed inclined K> de- 
part,'— wheoi as ufual, a difpute arofe, 
upon the way of our gwng,. whether in. a 
coach 
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coach or a boat. After much debating, 
it was determined that' we fhould make two 
parties, one by the water and the ether by 
land i for Madaihe Duval declared fhe 
would not, upon any account, go into a 
boat at night. 

Sir Clement then faid, thar-if fee had no 
carriage in waiting, he fhould be happy to 
fee her and me ufe home, as his was in 
Tcadtncfs. 

Fury' flatted into her eyes, and paffion 
inflamed every featiire, asihe anfwered,' 
** PanS, ao— you may take care of your-- 
ffelf, if you ple^e; but-as.to me, I promife 
you I (han't truft myfelf with no-fu£h. 
pcrfon." 

He pretended not to comprehend her 
meaning, yet, to wave a dilcufliwi, ac- 
quiefcea in her refufal. The coach party 
fixed upon confifted of Madame Duval, 
M. Du Bois, Mifs Branghton, and my- 
felf. 

I now began to rejoice, in private, that, 
at leaft, our lodgings would be neither feeji 
nor known by Sir Clement. 'We ibon met 
with an hackney-coach,, into which he 
handed me, and then tt?ok leave. 

Madame Duval, having already given- 
the -coachman her dire£tton, he mounted 
the box, and we were juft driving off, when 
Sir Clement exclaimed, ** By Heaven, this 
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is the very coach I had in waiting, for my- 
felf!" 

" This .'ctiicii, your honour !'* faid the 
man, " no, that it i'n't," 

Sir Clement, however, fwore that it was, 
and, prcfetltly, the man, begging his par- 
don, faid he had really forgotten that he 
was engaged. 

I have no doubt but that this Icheme oc- 
curred to, him at the moment, and that he 
made fome fign to the coachman, which 
'. induced him to fupport it : for there is not 
the leaft probability that the accident really 
happened, as it is moft likely his own cha- 
riot was in waiting. 

The man then opened the coach-door, 
and Sir Clement advancing to it, faid, " I ■ 
don't believe there is another carriage to be 
had, or I would not incommode you ; but, 
as it may be difagreeable to you to wait 
here any longer, I beg you will not get 
out, for you mall be (tt down before I am 
carried home^ if you will be fo good as to 
in'ake,a Jfttie room." 

'. 'And fo faying, in he jumpt, and feated 
Jiimfelf between M. £)u Bois and me,,whilc 
our .aftonifliment at' the whole tranfaftion 
■was too great for Ipeech. He then ordered 
the coacKman to drive on, according to the 
diredlions he had already received. 
, for .the firl^ ten minutes, 116 one uttei^d 
a word J 
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a word i and theiif Madame Duval, no 
longer able to contain herft;l^, ^j^daitncd, 
'* Ma foi^ i( this is n't one ot me ii^pu- 
denteft things ever I lee I" 

Sir Clement, r^ardlefs of this.rebukc, 
attended only to mc ■, however, I anfwered ■ 
nothing he faid, when-I could poSlbly avoid i 
fo doing. Miis Branglicon made feveral 
attempts to attraifb his notice, but in vaioi 
for he would not take the trouble of pay- 
ing her any regard. 

Madame Duval, during the reft of the j 
ride, addrefled herfelf to M. Du Bois in | 
French, and in that language exclaimed 
with great vehemence againft Doldnefs and 
■ffurance. 

I was eitfemely glad when I thought our 
journey muft be nearly at an end, for my 
fituation was very uneafy to me, as Sir de- 
ment Jiert)etually endeavoured to" take my 
hand. 1 looked out of the coach-yrtndow, 
to fee if we were near home ; Sir Clement, 
ftooping over me did the faofie, and thai, 
in a voice of infinite wonder, called eut, 
* 'Where the d — 1 is the man driving to ? 
—why We are in broad St. Giles's!" 

** 'O, he's very right," cried Madame ■ 
fhiVil, *' fo never trouble your head about 
that,' for I Iha'n't go by no dire^ions of 
yours, I ^rbmifc you." 
"j^htn'j at laft, we ftoppcd, at m Bofie^s 
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in High Heliorn.— Sir Clement faid nothing, 
but hii eyes, I few, were very tufily em- 
ployed in viewing the place, and the Htua- 
tion of the houfe. The coach, he faid, be- 
longed to hitn, and therefore -he infifted 
upon paying for it ; and then he took Jeave. 
M. Du Bois walked home with Mifs 
Branghcon, and Madame Duval and I rc- 
cired to our apartments. 

How difagrecable an evening's adven- 
ture ! not one of the party fecmcd fatisfied, 
CKcept Sir Clement, who was in high Ipi- 
rits : but Madame Duval, was enraged at 
metting with him •, Mr. Branghtpn, angry 
with his children 1 the frolic of the Mils 
Branghtons had exceeded their plan, and 
«ndea in their own diftrefs •, their brother 
was provoked that there had been no riot } 
Mr. Brown was tired ; and Mr. Smith 
monified. A% to- myfelf, I muft acknow- 
ledge, nothing could be more dif^rceable 
to ttie, ^^n being ftcn by Sir Clement 
WilloOfehbyWrthapaityaronce fo vulgar 
in themulves, and lo ^miliar to tne. 
A«d yoB, tet^'Any-dettr'Sir, will, I know» 
i be forry diac I have met him; however, 
dattre is no Apprchenfion of his viflting 
hercj as Madame Duval is far too ang^ to 
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LETTER XVI. 

Evelina in- continuati&n. 

Holborn, Jnae iStb, 
ADAME Duval rofe very late this 
_ _ morning, and, at one o'clock, we 
had butjuft breakfafted, when MilsBrangh- 
ton, her brother, Mr. Smith, and Mon- 
fieur Du Bois, called to enquire after our 
healths. 

This civility in young Branghton, I much 
fufpeft, was merely the refuk of his father's 
commands \ but his ftfter and Mr. Smith, 
I foon found, had motives of their own. 
Scarce had they fpokcn to Madame Duval, 
when, advancing eageriy to roe, " Pray, 
Ma'am," faid Mr. Smith, " Who was that 
gentleman ?" 

*' Pray, Coufin," cried Mils Branghton, 
*' was not he the fame gentleiean you ran 
away with that night at me opera ?" 

** Goodnefs ! that he was," fiud young 
Bran^tonj " and, I declare, as foon as 
ever I faw faim, I thought 1 knew his 
face." , . , 

** I*m fure Pll defy you to forget him,'* 

jinftrcred his fitter. ' if once you had fcen 

him: he is the iineft gentleman I ever 

.. .,, . ,; ^ im 
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Sam in my M&i don't yw think fo» Mr. 
Smith ?" 

" Why, you won't give the Lady time 
fO' fpeakj" iaid Mr. Smith.—" Priiy, 
Ma'am, what is the gentleman's name ?" 

" Willoughby, Sir." 

" Willoughby !_ I think I have heard 
the Jiwne. Pray, Ma'am, is he married ,?" 

"Lord, no, th^he is not," criedMifs 
Branghton } he looks too fmart, by a greac 
deal, for a married man. Pray, Coufin, 
how did you g:t acquainted with him ?" 

** Pray, MiTs," faid young Branghton, ia 
the fame breath, ** what's his bufmefi ?" . 

" Indeed I don't know,'* anfwered I. 

" Something yery genteel, I dare fay,'* 
added Mifs Branghton« ** becaufe he drelJes 
fo fine." '. 

*' It ought to be fomething that brings 
in a good income," faid Mr. Smith, *''for 
I'm lure he did no( get that fuit of cloaths 
he had on, under thirty or forty pounds; 
for I know the price of'^cloaths pretty well 5 
—pray, Ma'am, can you tett' me what he 
has a year?" 

, **, pon*t talk- no more about him," cried 
Madame Duva^, "for I don't like to hear 
his .name 1 .1 believe he's orie'of the worft 
perfons in the world ; for though I never 
did himno manner of harm, nor fo much 
as hurt a hair of his head, I know he was 

Vol, II. ; G an 
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■ an uccomplice wifiJi - tlm fellow, Captmn 
Mirvan, to take away my life." 

Everybody but mylen', now crowding 
around her For an exphnratron, a videfli 
rapping at Aeftreet-dcxjr was unheard-, and, 
without any previous notice, inthemidft of 
her narration, Srr Clement Willoughby en- 
tered the room. They ail flarted, and, wkh 
looks of guilty confufion, as if they -feared 
his refentmmt far having liflrned to Ma- 
dame Duval, they fcratnbled for chairs, and, 
in a moment were all formally featetl. . 
' 3ifdcnTent, ifter a general bow, fmgling 
out Madame Duval, laia, with Wfe ufual'earf- 
pefs, ** I have done myfelf ihe ironour of 
waiting on you. Madam, to enq-dire if you 
have any ctfmmands to Howard Grove, whi- 
ther I.am,goingto-morrowmorning." 

then, teeing the ftorm that gathered in 
Ker eyes, brfbre he allowed her time «o^n- 
f»er,1ie addr^ffed bimfcif to me J— ■'*'And 
1^ you, ^'iadam, liiave any with Which you 
VJtl honour me, 1 ftuU be happy to cxecate 

them." . 

. " Npne^ac all. Sir." . - 

* ** None Vt- nSt to . Mlfs Wjrvan-! — no 
mcflagc'l :fto'lkte/!— " ■ .'•'-. 
.; ■*• , I wrdCe to'Mifs Rlirv'ah ^cfterday by 
ihepoft.*' 

*' My app&atiori Ihould have been ear- 
'lier, liSd I fooflcr known your addfds." • 
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*' Mafti,'* ^yied. Madame DUval, Hj;.?- 
veriiTgfrorfl ho- furprife; " I fcrfieyc ncvfflr, 
jiobody faw the iikc_of;thisi"_ 
■■^Of whatl ft4»d?i».1?' crifd the un- 
dauhted^'&ir Cleipetit, turning qoiok tO=- 
Vird<i'4eF, *' i: faope naone.uas,«ff^Qd<:4 
you^" ■ '■'"■' ■■ ■ . 1 ■ ' .' , 
' "you don't iidpc no.fuch a thingJ'* 
cHed'Che, haH'^fioakcd with paflkih, and 
Ytfing from her chair. This mcnion w^ fo]r 
46wed^by the reft,'aiid,>ii a momeac* essi^ 
.body ftood up- .... ' 

-'' Stilt S^r ti^YHctitiWM iipt,.ii^UbedAaf-< 
-ifd£Hiig Ho tA^ke a bow of 'edmefune^gtiHfttt fip 
..th^ company in general, 'he;ikid, " ^ay 
— ^I beg— ^ LAdiesi'-i'GcndcineDj.Tr. pray 
'don't lee me ^ifturb yon^ pr^y Jceep vow 
■fcab(.-" ■. "• ■.■: ■■■-- -■'.■■ ■■ . ; 

■'** Pray,Siri»'ifaitl'*ili6 BHiiighton,.naOT- 
.ing^.chair towards him, "won't you^.ilc 
^own yoirtfttf?-' ' ' r ' [ -V . ' ' 

" You arti extremely ^ood. Ma'am .-r- 
rathw- than make Any difturbance— ^' 

At>d fo iaylng, this Itrangc nan ieated 
'hitnieifj lis did j inan inftaht, everybody 
^elfe,'eveti Maditiie i)uval hei&lf, vh^, 
'Overpowered by his bo^nefs, 'deemed iteo 
ifljli for otterarKc.' ■ ■ 

^e -then, arid with as mucli .compoTute 
.^iif he had liecri "an expefted gueft, began 
ta difcoliricofl the • wcMhet,Wt» uncer- 
^"' G 1 ttinty. 
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taicity,— -the htat of the jpublic places ta. 
lumtner,— the emptinds of the town,— and 
QCber fuch common topics. 

Nobody, howevisr, anfwered himj Mr. 
Smith Jecmcd afraid, youog Branghton 
flfhamed, M. Du Bms amazed, Madame 
Duval enraged, and myfelf determined not 
to interfere. All that he could obuin, 
was the notice of Mifs Branghton, whofe 
■nods, fmiles, and attention^ had fome ap> 
e of eotering into converfation with 



- At length, growing tired, I fuppofe, of 
•etigag^g every body's eyes, and nobody's 
;tongue ; addremng himfelf to Madame Du- 
yal and to me, m faid, " I r^kfd mvfelf 
as peculiarly unfortunate, Ladies, in hav- 
ing fixed upon a time for my vifit m 
Howard Grove, when you areabfcnt from 
it." 

" So I fuppofe. Sir, fo I fuppole," cried 
Madame Duvaf, haftily rifing, and the 
4KXt moment as^ftily fearing herfclf,— 
*' you'll be a wanting^^o^omebody to make 
your game of, and fo. yim may think to 
get ffv there again i— but, I promife you. 
Sir, you won't find it k> eafy a matter to 
maice me a fool : and beftdcs that," raifii^ 
- her. voice, "I've found you out, I affure 
you', fo u ever you go to play your tricks 
upon me again, I'U make no moir ado, 
bur 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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but ^ direftty to a juftice of peace j ib. 
Sir, if you can't think, of nothing but mak- 
ing people ride about the country, at all 
hours of the night, juft for your mverfion, 
why you'll find I know fomejuftices, as 
well as Juftke Tyrrel." 

Sir Clement was evidently embarralled 
at this attack j yet he afiefted a look of 
furprife, and protefted he did not underftand 
her meaning. 

" Y^ell," cried flie, " if I don't wonder 

. where people can art fuch impudence ! if 
you'll fay that, yoi?ll iay any tningj how- 
ever, if you fwear till you're black in the 
face, I fha'n't believe youj for nobody 
flia'n't pcrfuade rae out Of my fenib, that 

_ I'mreiolved." 

" Doubtlefs not,. Madam,** anfwered he 

. irith Ibme hcfitation, " and I hope you do 

. Bpt fufpeft I ever had fuch an intention -, my 
rcfpcift for you—" 

O Sir, you're vaftly polite, all cf a 
fuddenl but I know what it's all fori— " 

. it's only for what you can get !— you could 

. treat me like nobody at Howard Grove*^ 
but now you fee I've a houfe of my own 
you've a mind to wheedle yourfclf into it ;. 
but 1 fees your defign, fo you need n't 
trouble yourfelf to t5cc no more- trouble 
about that, for you fliall never get nothing. 

■ at my hou&,— not fo much as a dilh of- 
' G X tar 
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■tijar-^fonow. Sir, yoO fee I can plj^ ycni 
.tri< t For trick." 

■ ■ There was -fomechin^ fd extrCTnely;gt:oIs 
'fhtHiil'^cfedi,' that- it even difGihcterEalSir 
■Cltnicnt;-i?ft6 ^aS ttxjiriuch CoHfiMiijded lo 
^ake any anfwer. /> 

It w^^ curious to dbferw the effcft Wftich' 
His embafraffment, added to the freeeddoi 
with which Madame Diival ai5"dreflcd hin^, 
had upon the reft of the company : eVeiy 
one, wfto, ijefov^i fefctfterf'S-a loft how, or 
if at all, to 6c«upy-Vch&lV,nio*:iWltM« 
with, the Moff'eaf^ 'cphij&orutfe : ^nU'Mf. 
Smith; whofe counten^ee had exhibited 
the m6ft ftriking pifture of mbrtifi«i ert't^, 
iiow began to retovrt- his uraal ejcf'rdHWn 
of Satisfied conceit.. Young firii^toW, Cob, , 
WftbTiaa'l^n ippartntly aWed % II, prc- 
fence of Vo ' fine a geiitleiMbhi Wai ^sAi 
himfeW, ni'de i'rid- ft'M'Hiai «1^i-;*fis 
mouth was. wide diftended tnto'alWolidgiili, 
at hearing Ms aunt ^fve ihe Viau fuch b trim- 

Madame Duvil kricouVa^d l^ Vhli fut- 
' ceft, lo6li:a around m With'ati 3fr df 'trt- 
iiiripk, 'wid cohtiniied'h'iirffirangi* : *' Arid 
■ to. Sir, i fuppoie youtho'tfciifc to hkv'i h(d 
it all yoii'r bwA way, in'dto havfc cdmid 
here as often ^s^ Joji Jjlealcd, arid to have 
got nie to Howard Gr6?e %ain, on pufr- 
foic to have fcirved trfc ijyoa Aid tfefore j 
5 < ■■ but 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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but you fliall fee I'm as cuoping as you^ ^ 
you may go and find fomebody elfe to ufe 

■ iathac maneer) and to put your maflfoii,! 
and to make a fool of; for as to me, if you 
go to tell me your ftories about the Towfer 

.again, for a month together, I'll never be- 
lieve 'cm no more ; and I'll promife yoU, 
Sir, if you think I like fuch jokes, you*ll 

, find I'm no fuch perfon." 

*' I affure you, Ma'am, — upon rny ho- 
nour — I, really don't comprehendr— I fancy 

_ there is feme mifunderftaadin^— " 

- *' What, 1 fuppofe you'll tell me next you 
don't know nothing of the matter ?" 

*' Not a word, upon my honour."* 

- p Sir Ckmcrit ! thought I, is it thus yow 
..jm'^e your hoflour I 

* S'jfrM,*' cried Madame Puval, *' this 

,,is the naoft provokinacft part of all! why 

- yoai Oaigiit a& well tcU me I don't bo«iw ^y 

ov/n name.** , '■ ' [ 

" Here is certainly fomemiftakei ibr I 

'■ aflure you, Ma'am—" 

** pon't afliijw flie" nbthing," criqj Ma- 
dame iJuval, raifin^^er voice, ** IkLnow 
wJjat I'm faying, ac^ 'fg do you tpoi Ipr 
did not you' tell daie a!l that a^ut Ac 
Tower, and about M. Du Bois ?— whyM. 
Du Bois was n't never there, nor nighit^ 
' and fo it was all *our own invention." 

" Mky there not be two perfons of the 
G 4 fame 
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Same name? the mifiake was but nam- 
lal.— " 

*" Don't tell roc of no mHlake, for it 
. was all on purpofe ; befides, did not you^ 
comr^ all in a maHc, to the chariot-door, 
and help w get mc put in that ditch ?— 
ril promife you, I've had the greatcft mind 
in the- world to take the law of you ever 
fince, and if ever you do as much again, fb 
I will, r aflurc you ! 

Here Mifs Branghton tittered^ Mr. Smith 
fmiled contemptuoully, and young Brangh- 
ton thruft his handkerchief into his moucfa 
to Hop his laughter. 

The fttuation of Sir Clement, who faw - 
all that paffed, became now very awkward, 
even to himfelf, and he ftammered yery 
much in faying, *' Surely, Madam— fare}y 
you— you cannot do me die— the injuftice 
to think—that I had any fhare in the^>the 

• —the misfortune which—" 

" it£t foi. Sir, cried Madaqoe Duval, 
with encrealing paffion, "you'd beft not 
ftand talking to me at tlitt ra» { I^kno^r 
it was you,— and if you ftay there, a pto- 

' voking me in fuch a manner, I'll fend tor a 
conftablc this minute." 

Young Branghton, at thcfe words, in 

" fpite of all his efforts, burfl into a loud 

laugh i Qor could either his fl^er^ or Nh*. 

Smith, 
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3micli, though with nwre inoderatioo,/o)> 
bear Joinmg in his mirth. , 

Sir Clement darted his eyes towards diem,'- 
with looks of the moft angry contempt, 
and then told MadamcDuval, that he would 
not now detain her to make his vindication^. 
but would wait on her fome time when (he 
was alone. 

*' O pardiy Sir," cried flie, " I don't de- 
fire none of your company j and if you 
was n't the moft' boldefl perfOn in the 
world, you would not dare look me in the 
face." 

The ha, ha^ ha's, and he, he, he's, grew 
more and' more uncontroulable, as ii the 
reft^aint. ftom which they Had burft, had 
added to their violence.. Sir Clement could 
no longer endure being the objcA who ex- 
cited ^em, and, having no anfwer ready 
fiir Madame Duval, he haftily ftalked to* 
wards Mr, Smith and young Branghtoii,, 
and fternly demanded what tbey laughed : 
a? 

Struck by the air of importance whicK^ 
he afliJined^ and alarmed at the angry ione~. 
of his voice, their hKrrimenc ccafed, as in-- 
fiantancoully as if it had been directed by-' 
clock work, and they ftaicd foolifHly, nOW' 
-at him, now at-each.otti^r,^ without mak-- 
i'ng any anfwer but a fimplc " Netbif^,- 
Sir!'*, 

G 5 ^ O^wr^ 



*" 6 'pour 7e caup^^'cneh MaclaMe'tJil^fl, 
"this is-fo^o, njiuch ! 'pray, Sir, VWt'BU- 
Tiflels. h^vc youi^'cotrie Here,, i'cv^ttine 
people th^ coipes. ,tb Tee 'nie? 1 iTujipiifc 
'next^. nobody miilt 'laugh but your'felf!" 
:, ** With me, iVTadam," faid Sir Cfemttit, 

■ bowing, ""a lady'triiy do any th'Mg, ahd, 
_.c^ofequcntiy, , i|jere is ,np,liberfy ffl^Vhich 
'1 &ail hot.bc happy tojiidulgc ji?« :— but it 
,'hp ni:vcrT?«n tny cUucm \o give,P^ Parfte 
, licyice io-zfhtlmm." 

Then, " "aavaricHig "to me, who liad fat 
..very quiefly, on a,, window,; during .this 
.fcene, ne'faid, " Mifs AnviTle, I may at 
leafl: acqi/amtjOur frrend^ at Howard Grbv'e, 

■ that 1 Ti'ad tTie hotiiiur'of "leaving you in " 
* good hcaltfi," Aqd tKen, lowering Ills 

. vbi?e^ he^dded, " For Fjleaven's (kke, rrty 
deareft creature, whoare'thefe people ^ ahd 
how came you fo ftraiigely fiiuated ?" 

** I beg my rcfpcds to all the farhify. 
Sir," anfwe'rcd I, aloud, "and 1 Kopfe y6u 
wjUfi^nd them well." , ^ , . . "" 

', ,. ' He looted at hiereprbac^TuTly^^'ut'lcifled" 

■ jny handj^ aii^ then, bowing^ ,'t9 TiTadame 
.,!Duval and Mifs Branghcoh, palled haftny 
. by t^t; men^ and made his exit. 

I fancy he will qotbe very eMjcr'to re- 
.'peathis vifits, forlfhould imagine ,Kc ^as- 
' Trafely; if ever,'been'Beifore'in'a iftiiit^nfo 
. awk,ward and difagresable. 

Madame: 
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exultation ever fince he .xfent, ff^d onjy 
.wilhesCjqjeam Mm-v^h wejild qatt, ti»t:fEe 

might do thefeimthyhim. Mr. Smith, up<9P 
-heaFing that he w«s # 34fooet, .and fe^ioig 
.him drive ojiF ip a v«ry bea^fj^l -etiaim't* 

declared that. be would ^t}qc j^ye Iwigb^fi 
'Upon.anyaccciunt, hsd'he.knp^ti hisrf^{4t> 

and regretted eKtrepi^iy bariflg ffiifled.feftii 

an opportuDity of tn^^ig io ■gaftt$l\&n_i^- 
_^i>i/anee. YouogBfi(wisKten y<ived,'ti>at, 

jf he had known as much, he -would tvuGC 
.mjksdfor iv'jn^ftK.-andhJB rtAerhtsfvuig h|s 

praiies ever fince,pEOfief^ flie^<WMii;4(^ 



LETTER XVIL ■ ( 

.. tEaifilina m emtimfitiott. , . 

Jctia-qt' 

THE laft three evenings have '^alTed 
tolerably quiet,- for the yauxhaiUijl-" 
ventures had given Madame' Duv^ a fur- 
feit of public places : home, however, fodn 
.growing ticefome, fhe deternninetl to night, 

}%S faid, to relitjve- her_ ;«»«/, by romc 
amufenient ■, and' it 'was therefore fettlfed 
that w? Jhoiild call upon the .B?ang«Ons», 

■ ■ ' , G 6' at 

> '-■ V 

. .....Google , 
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u tbdr houfe, and tbence proceed to Ma- 

rybone Gardens. 

But, before we reached Snow-Hitl, we 
were caught in a ftiower of rain : we hur- 
ried into the fhop, where die firft obje& I 
faw was Mn Macartney, with a book in 
his hand, feateti in the iame corner where I 
ftw hint kft }' but his looks were ftill more 
wretched than before, his face yet thinner, 
and his eyes funk almoft hollow into his 
head-. He lifted them up as we entered, 
and I even thought that they emitted a. 

fleam of joy : involuntarily, I made m. 
im my firft courtefie i he rofe and bowed,, 
with a precipitation that manifeftcd furprtfe 
and confufion. 

In a few minutes, we wercjflined-b7-»U 
the family, except Mr. Smith, who fw- 
tunately was.engaged. 

Had all the future profperity ofour lives 
depended upon- the-good or bad weather o£~ 
thn. evening,, it cou3 not have been treated. 
«9 a ftibje& of greater importance. . *' Sure 
never any thing was fo unlucky !-^— •^'** Lord 
how provokif^ !— ^' '*'It might rain for 
ever,, if it would hold' up now-lr--** The(e, 
and fuch czprelBons, with many- anxious 
obfervjuions upon the kennels, Sikd up 
all the. q?nyei£uioa tHl. the bbwet was 
ffrer. 

And tficn a. ver; warm debate noSty , 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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wfaetber we fhould purfue our pliu, w d*- 
£;r it to fome Bner evening ; Mifs Brangh- 
toos were for tbe former ; their father was 
ftire it would rain again ; Madame Duval, 
though fhe detefted returning home* yet 
drea^ tbe dampnefs of the gardens. 

M. Du Bois then propoled going to the 
top of the hoofe, to examine whether the 
clouds looked threatening op peaceabk; 
Mifs Branghton, ftarting at this propofal, 
faid thev might go- to Mr. Macartney^'s 
" jx)om, rf they would, but not to her's. 

This was enough' for the tHtitber; whO» 
with a loud laugh, declared he would have 
fome fuHt and immediately led? the way,, 
calling to us all to follow. His fillers both 
ran after hinn but no one elfe moved. 

In a few minutes, young Branghton, 
coming half way down ftairs,. called 
out, Lord, why don't you aU come? 
why here's^ Poll's things atl about the 
room !" 

Mr. Bran^toti- then went, and Madame- 
"Suval, who cannot bear to be «Ktuded. 
from whatever is going forwardj was hand- 
ed up ftairs by M. Du Boisv 

I hefitated a few moments, whether or- 
AOt to join them-} but, foon perceiving, 
liiat Mr. Macartney had dropped his book,, 
«id that X.cngrofied hU irholc attention, I, 
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■prap&rtdyfroat <|^i««mbarmfllneac,!Coibl- 

As 1 went, i .-heard ^Un move .from HiV 
ictiaif, snd Vf^ £lo«ly -atwr me. .Believing 

'that he <wiA)&d to fpeak to rae, and ear- 
neftly dcfirmg my&if to know if, by your 
means, I cottid poflibly, be of ai>y fcrvice 
ifo hmn, I firft flacJcenttd my .pace,. and then 
tOtfned back. £tiC, though I thus met him 
half-way, ht teemed to want courage or le- 
foiurion to addreis me j fpr when he Taw 
me returning, with a took extremely dif- 

-wrdered, he retreated haftily from mc 
Not knowiitg-what I ought to.do, I went 

-to thcftntet-doof], frher-e I ftood ibmetime, 
hoptna; he tvCitldbe able to recover him- 
felf: btit, on *he contrary, his agitation 
•wicbeafed every moment ; he w.alked up and 

' down the room, in a quick, but unfteady 

■ pace, fecming equally dillreflcd and irrelb- 
Sutei'arid, at leogth, with a deep iigh, he 
flung himfelf into a chair. 

l'\MS'%)inuoh«9e£ted byth^ ^petrance 
of fach eartreme -aaguffh, that i ceuld'K- 

• rmain no Jonger in the room ; I therefore 
glided by him, imd w'ent up ftairs ; but, ere 
I'had'.gonC'fii'e fteps,- he precipitately fcrf- 
krwod'me,'<and, if) a brok^ voice, called 

"■owe, "^Miadamt-*-for Heaven's fake—" 

•&c <ilK)pf^d, '.'biitit I -ia&apii^yr defcewlKl, 
t" ; . { reftraining. 



D.5„:s.., Google 



Rltoiflliy''*''Wa>VI «» 4Ble,•^^tlM- 
time, in painful cxpeftation, for hisTpeafc- 
^Hg:'Ul'ttiil'.i M lltird 6f His jfoverty, 
■4*«fri»g'fo niei" i'Ms tljibn thfc (ibin'fbf 
prcfcnting himTny'pufft, bbt the fear -bf 
- ij,i„m.-J',i,,- efitsamu-ltim-, deterftd me. 



..WPrrrthiflie'cblitinuM Btent, 

_ -..Ifcfljr, '' -bia yoil— Sir, :»iih 

^"ftfljesk-tb'ljfe'f'' "• ■ ^ 

■ "1 aiaP'-ci-iea Be, with tjuicfcnefs, 
*' but now— I cannot !"-^ 



Perhaps, Sir, another tihie,-^— peWiaps 
It you recolleft yourlelf — " 
,.^' Mtter t!te!'':teptifea *e W«iii*i- 



uTTy.- "■kiiis'l'T l<)*'«6t foPWra- t^t^o 
nrfeHr SnB dtfpar !"■■ ' • ■•■■-. . 

. "'O 'Sir," 'crlba I, ekSfeftiay WocltM, 
" i^ou 'ftiuft not fallt tlius !-^if you ftr- 
' H^t'io^rfelf^ 'Eow Canyou eicpcd^-" 

llMpped. " Tell Hie, tell ttic," cried 
■^e, ^^•irh ' ca^eriiefs, " who ^ybu 'Si^ ?— 
■fthence "you ' conie'?'-T^ntl by 'wh;irftraijge 
Vi^ans'you'feem to be ai-bitrefs.anti rqlcr'of 
"tKe dtftitiy of filch a wretch as I 3^?*" ' 
''■ '"Wiuld to Heaven," cried I, '"I c6ild 
* ""Icrtfe you !" 

"Wucin!* ■ • 

, " And how ? pray tell nfie'h'ow?*' ' 

-'■ ''t(Jt'e|l"yc!ui^h'deatK lo hie V yet I 

■ "feViaf fctiM ■'HJ^^e V ngfit to VWr ililft- 

' ■'■""' - ancc, 

.....Couglo 
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aace.'-you have dcpdvedme of tfae em];re»- 
Iburce to which- 1 could apply,'— «nd there* 
. fore-'* 

** Prayi pray, fpcak ;*' cried I,, ptittu^, 
faiy hand into my pocket, " they will be- 
down ftairs in 'a moment I" 
. "I will, ^ladam.— Can you— will yom 
—I think you will h— may I dien— ^' he 
ftoppcd and paufed, " fay, willyou— — ** 
then fuddenly turning from mc, " Great 
Heaven ! I cannot ipeak !* and he went 
back to the (hop. ' . 

Inowputmy.puric in ray hand, and foK 
lowing him, faid, " If indeed, Sir, I can^ 
. afiift you, why ftiould you deny me fo great 
afatbfa&ion f Will you permit nwto-r-*' 

I dared not go on ; but with a counte- 
nance-very much foftenedi he approached? 
mc, and. faid, " Your voice, Mad3m,uis. 
the voice of compaflion !-^uch a voice asc 
tbefe ears have long been ftrangcrs to !" ' 
■ Juft then, young Branghton called out^ 
vehemently to me,, to come up ftairs j. I 
fcized the opportunity of haftening away :: 
and therrfbre feying, " Heaven, Sir, pro- 
ttft and comfort you!" I let fall my 
purfe upon the ground, not daring to pre. 
lent it to him, and ran vip ftairs with the 
uunoft fwiftne&. 

, Too well do I know you, my ever ho- 

■oured Sir, to fear your difpleafure for this- 

a&ion r 
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aAion : I muft, however, aflure you I ihall 
need no freih fupply during my ftay in 
town, as I am at Iictle expence, and hope 
ibon to Fctum to Howard Grove. 

Soon, did I fay 1 when not a. fortnight, is 
yet expired, of the long and tedious month 
I muft linger out here T 

I had many witticlfms to endure from 
the Branghtons, upon account of my ft^- 
ing fo long with the Scetib mtpe^ as they 
calt him ; but I attend«l to them very 
little, for my whole heart was filled with 
pity and concern, I was very gUd to find 
the Marybone fcheme was deferred, another 
fliower of rain haying put a Hop to the 
difiention upon this fubjeft ^ the reft of the 
evening was employed in moft violent quar- 
relling oetweenMUs Polly and her brother* 
on account of the difcovery made by iIk 
latKr, of the ttaxc of her sipartmenL 

We came home early i and I have ftolen 
from Madame Duval and M. Du Bois* 
who is here for ever, to write to my bcft 
friend. 

I am moft fincerely rejoiced, that this op^ 
portunity has ofifered for my contributing 
what lituc reKef was in my power, to this 
unhappy man % and I hope it will be fuffi- 
cient to enable him to pay hia debts to this 
picilefs family. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVin. 

' " Beny-HUU 

DISPLEASURE? my Evelina!— you 
haVe but done jour duty i you have 
but fhtwti that humanity without which I 
fhmild blQfh t« own my child. It is mine, 
iiowerer, to fee tint youf geoerofity be not 
reprefied by your fiifierirtg from indulging 
it^ i remit to you, therooFc* not merely 
a token of my approbation^ but an ac- 
kiioi«icdgcmeDt of my d^fve to participate 
in youi- charity. 

O my child, v/k6 mj fottxxna «q\uU to 
ri9»y cdnitdenoe in lEhyb^ocTotenCc^ WifRt 
4^«. ttaalport flKnuJcl I,' through ihy 
meansy cknTieek to the itftit^ of iodigcpt 
'»(t^ t ydt let us not repine tt the finiita- 
tion of our power, for, while our bounty 
is-(»Y)portiar(ed to our Ability, the differ- 
ence of the greater or lefs donation, can 
tftigh inn iitde in the fcak t>f ^ufticfc. 

In reidiiig youractoohtof chemifginded 
>finan, whofe.mifcry has. fb largely accitrd 
*yoar compaflion, I am ied to appreheod, 
ttiat Ins unhappy ficuatiofi is lefs the effe^ 
of misfortune, than of mifcoDdu^t. . If lie 
is reduced to that ftate of poverty repre- 
- i ' - " I fcntcd 






■fejjj^e^.bjr, th<^fl[rangf}fp|w,heftioyld endea- 
vour by ai^liivity and indiiiftry; to retrieve 
Ais.^fflfci^Mri.iaii^'dTPl ^paAJjij Hip'f ,ih, idle 
4^a^in|f ;n_tHe[,very^ Q^iOp qf hi^^ creditor. , 
■ Thg^ftpl feeBe:made|.iTM?;ihudder: tlie 
-piour^ frich' whi^h ypa ^pi^fue^ this def- 
fitraEb iTtan, at opce delighted an^ tecriBed 
.*ne- , B.e, ?ver thus, , tny.deareft Evelina, 
dauntieli in the .caufe.9£ iiiftrefs ! let np 
we^ fearei np timidL doy^fs, . deter yop 
.froin chp>exertiQn of jfour-dinrfi .-rceordir^ 
Id the.itil^cft fenfc'^,.i"t that Nature has 
-iroplaoi?^.ip yoij'r.pii^id' .iThough ^htle- 
^nc0_^4mSd«fty' ar^ thq peeu)fai;vastributcs 
of your fex, ;^t.fortit9dt; and firrn??fB, 
■when tjflga^tt deniancls, ihenij /flsie virtues 
,fl(8l JKib te. :todb,» be^ijrpijig, 4h -wflnif^.gs jn 
-"ttfco:; >m ff|hq;4ififipf:.co!idtt4t is^rthtf.ftnie 
riatb'^h.kxeii theuab ^hie, dinner ifi lyhieh 
-iftlii.puffw^i.oisy.frffiiPtefi^t ■A'ac?!, and be 
accommodated to the ftrength or /^eali^Hdrs 

Tl«re,.isi: however, foftifthfeg lb i?w%- 

.*k>«£jtoiBWc#3U Viw? ypErfen, pt hwrd' *>£ 
i^i^-SHttehefi pi^f th^t I ajflj un^iUis^.to ' 
oilwip- ajjdd ^p)3ir?l53*i of bi^lfhftrsa^r, 
upoh.6>;ffifehf snd |(4rt}4* :Jt'P<'^»^|^.-pf 
Uy Where any thing is doubtful," the ties 
or fociety, and the laws of humanity, claim 
a fayaW'^ble interpretation > butremember. 
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iny dear child, that tfaofe of dIfcretioQ ^ve 
an equal claim to your resard. 

As to Sir Clement Willoughby,! know i 
not how to exprds my indignatioa at his t 
condud. Infolence fo infufl%;rable, and the 1 
implication of fuipicions fo Ihocking, irri- 
tate me to a degree of wrath, which I nardty I 
thought my almoft worn-out paffions weK 
capable of again experiencing. You muft 
converfe with him no more % he inu^ines, 
from th& pliability of your temper^that he I 
may oifend you With impunity ^ but his be- 
haviour justifies, nay, calls for, your avow- 
ed reientment : do not, therefore^ beGtaie 
in forbidding him your fight. 

The Branghtons, Mr. Smith, and your^ 
Brown, however ill-bred and di^reeal^ 
are objeAs too contemptible for fertous diC- 

Sieafure : yet I grieve much that my Evelina 
lould be expoTed to their mdeneb and ira-^ 
perdaence. 

The very day that this tedious mcHtA 
. expires, I mall fend Mrs, Clinton to town, 
who will accompany you to Howard Grove. 
Your ftay there will, I hope, be Ihort, for 
1 feel daily an encreaOi^ impatieiace to 
fold my bdoTcd child to my bbfom ! 

ARTHtUrVltLAlSi 
V 
VfiTTElR-. 
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LETTER XIX. 
EvdiM tt the Rtv. Mr. ViUart», 

Hdlbon, J«iie s7tli, 

IPfove juft received, my deareft Sir, your 
kind prefent, and ^ill kinder letter. 
Sorely never had orphan fo little to regret as 
your grateful Evelina I Though mothcrlefs, 
thougn worfe than fatherlds, bereft from 
in^cy bf the two firft and greateft bkf- 
Gngs of life, never has fhe had caufe to 
dq>lore their lofs ; never has flie felt the 
omiBitHi of a parent's tendernefs, care, or 
indulgence I never, but from forrow for 
/ivf»,%ad reafon to grieve at riie feparation! 
Moft thankfully do I receive the token of 
your approbation, and moft ftudioufly will 
I endeavour fo to difpofe of it, as may 
merit your generous confidence in my con- 
dua. 

Your doubts concerning Mr. Macartney 
0ve me fome uneafinefs. Indeed, Sir, he 
fUi not the appearance of a man whofb 
forrows are the efieA of guilt. But I hope, 
before I leave town, to be better acquaint- 
ed with his Jltuation, and enabled, with 
more certainty of his worthy to recommend 
him to your nvour. 

lam 



I am very ;ivillulg to-rejinauifti all ac- 
quaintance with Sir eiemefit *ifloughby, 
as far as it may depend upon mylelf fo to 
do ; bui .inSeril,'-LJa5b»iD« i)l««';!r.fhould 
be able to abfolutely /or*((i him myjight. 

'14i&<il(linuOtiK her lall letter, informs 
lW,thi(t#e if JMfw, # JJoyatd .gjpyl, 
wijerjl Jis cope 
fbe .CsfitMl..af 

,tafe,cMyt« 

•Wl JH JWi'.'" 
isinijreuniicOT 

■WpP.'BtWillr,? 

fflS.„?S ■f-i«4 

denlyftopping ^ 

^"a^ow hsppy ihair,r te,, ^fe?i| sH^; «^- 

f ;■. ■' ■.,"., ,,..; '.;■. ■]' /:'; '■'. ^(Jw..*!^ j 

.l;iye{l«li^,»i««Mngi,j|?jr,ftnitjl q^d^S) ' 
DIcqHittlrtJis. Jllllt :»l»e SaraPfW iW='R1?1J 
was to be held that ev^ipg.! j^j^d/Vhcti ijie' 
^picfented Madame Duval with ont ticket, 
and; 

D.5„zs..,GpOglC 
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and brou^ «Dodicr >C9 nv* I thanked. 
hiA'ibt: his inteiulEid ciriltty^-bvu (ojd hun 
I was farpiiicd he Jiad io hsn f^Bo^tw my; 
bavJBg a^mady dedin?d goiiogjo^lK, 1^41. 

"Lord, Ma'am," cried;iw?»'"iH>w Jlj(M^|4. 
I fuppiffeynii- was usearoeft-^ ,fpfnej ^OOfie,' 
doa^^ ix ccDJs; iiore's ]9mr',^wi^ixiA^a. 
loady to tafae-circflf >*i», foyowcM hiw:^ 
nofHrofaJedbtan, tfiw &d*U'f89 t^ac I don't, 
wm mrajr with ybui. Bfifidc^,. MVatPj li 
gottheikkttiidnptiifiDfirv'* . f. . ; .; 

** io makiim :ine idiisjoffbVifoallfitViffts no 
choice. iof'iiiferal er.-.accepiMSftc.i^ ^fW^ 
thUik'tofiB^iiclis nbljlged MiyKur.Hjtevtiopj 

." Dear Ma'am," cried he, "yop'refft 
, fitt*«r''l'CBe.asn9 fpealkjngilo ycH ■,— rifldpcd, 
you -are roonftrous : fiasrt,! M^'as^! bu( 
c{m|e, ybur<GraDd>finima IhtiU ^Hi.yoM* :an4 
then ri«w» [you'll »ot be fo^rppi.;^ L , -, 

'Madame Ouval was very -ftgdy <P- injerr 
fere; file de&r^ mc co make ao.-. further 
<^»ofineii, ■faiA flieJhould igo heriej^i'^d 
irtiifted' upon .my .nGcampanyitig, Mr. If 
toas'-in''fam.-that.4;fCinonfttaledj J.i^ly 

giv«n ilodi'lhcik^elsrtoi'Mft^ine £}ijt{j^k 
with an air of.tnuiii|]h,,&id K^j^uld, c^ji 
early in'theievoning,' rand tookleaK. 

, . . pcUed 
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pelled to owe even die fbadow of an obli- 

gationto fo forward a young man j but I 
ctermined that nothing fhould picv^ imon 
me CO dance with him, however my rdEufaL 
might give offi^nce. 

In the afternoon, when he returned, ic 
was evident that he purpofed to both charm 
and aftonifii me by his appnrance -, he was 
drefled in a very uiowy manner, but with- 
' out any tafte, and the inel^nt fmartncls 
of his ^r and deportment, his vilible ftrug- 
g^, agaioft education, to put on the fine 
ginitleman, added to his frequent con- 
ftious glances at a drefs to which he was 
but little accuftomed, very e&dually de- 
ftroyed his aim of ^uring^ and rendered 
all his efforts ufelefs. 

During tea> entered Mifs Brahgbton and. 
her brother, I was forry to obferve the 
conAernation of the fcntner, when Ifae per- 
ceived Mr. Smith. I had intended applying 
to her for advice upon this occalion, but 
been always deterred by her dilagreeable 
abruptncTs. Having caft her ey.es feveral 
times from Mr. Smith to me, with manifeft 
difplcafure, fhe feated hofelf fuUenly in the 
window, fcarce anfwering Madame Duval's 
enquiries, and when I Jpoke to her, turn' 
ing ablblutcly away from me. 

Mr. Smith delighted at this mark of htj 

importance, fat indolendy quiet on his 

I cfour. 
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chair, -endeavouring by his looks rather. to 
difplay, than to conceal, his inward fatif- 
" faaion. 

*' Good gracious !" cried young Brangh- 
tOQ, " why, you're all as fine as five-pence I 
Why, where are you going ?" 

** To the Hampftead ball," aofwered 
Mr. Smith. 

" To a ball !" cried he, ** Why, what, 
is Aunt going to a ball ? Ha, ha, ha !" 

" Yes, to be fure," cried Madame Du- 
val; " I don't know nothing need hinder 
me." 

" And pray. Aunt, will you dance 
too?" 

*' Perha,ps I may ; but I fuppofe. Sir, 
that's none of your bufinefs, whether I do 
or not." 

" Lord! well, I Ihbuld like to go! I 
flioutd like to fee Aunt dance, of all things ! 
But the joke is, I don't believe Ihe'U get 
ever a partner.** 

" You're the rooft rudeft boy ever I fee," 
cried Madame Duval, angrily ; " but, I 
promife you, I'll tell your father what you 
fay, for Tve no notion of fuch vulgarncfs." 
. " Why, Lord, Aunt, what are you ib 
aogry for ? there's no fpcaking a word, but 
you fly into a pailion : you're as bad as 
Biddy or Poll for that, for you're always s 
fcblding." 

Vol,; II. H .ridefire^ 
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•*I defire, Tom,*' cried Mifs Brtngh- ' 
ton, **you'd fpeak for yoilrfclf, atid not 
make lo free with my name." 

** There, now, ihe's up ! there's nothing 
tiut qaarrelling with the women : it's tny 
belief they like it better than vidluab and 
drink," 

"Fie, Tom," cried Mr. Smith, "you 
"licvcr remember your manners before the 
ladies : Vm fure yOu never heard me fpeak 
fo rude to them." 

*' Why, Lord, you are a beau ; but 
that's nothing to me. So, if youVe a 
mind, you may be fo polite as to dance 
with Aunt yourfclf.-" Then, with a loud 
laugh, he declared it would be good fiat to 
iEktthtta. 

*' het it be never fo good, or never 
& bad," Cried Madame Duval, " you 
won't fee nothing of it, I promife you 5 
fo pray don't let me hear no more of focfe 
vulgar pieces of fun ; for, I alTure you, 
I don't like it. And as to my dancing 
ttith Mr. Smith, you may lee wonder- 
fuller things than that any day in tlw 
week." 

" Why, as Co that. Ma'am," feid Mr. 
Smith, looking much furprifed, " I al- 
ways thought jou intended to play at 
eards. and fo I thoDghc to dancc with the 
young iMiy." 



EVELINA. vjt 

I gbdly feizcd'thia oppDrttmJilj^ itt mike 
my deckration,. tJiat I fliould jjoc dapfit 
acall. 

" Not daocc at all !" pcpeMed Mi& 
Branghton \ " yes, that's a likely mxtef 
tttlly, when peopte goto balb," 

** I wifii memay'n't," &id the.bsstliert 
" 'oauie then Mr. Smith will have opbody 
but Aunt for a partner. Lord, JoMv and 
be'llte!" 

" O^^as », tfcat,'*:f3id Mr.,3rtii[iv ** I 
don't at all:fear prc«ailiag widi the young 
lady, if once I get htrr ta the room." 

lodeni, Sirr" eitied J» inuch«fiinnfed 
by his conceit, " youi arc m^ifea* ; and 
therefore I bc^' leave to undeceive foa, as 
you may be ailured my rcfolutioti nM - nM 
ihcr." 

" Tbeh ^ray, Mifa^ if it is not tatptr* 
<inent^" cried: Mifs Brangfaran, fiteendgly* 
.** what do you go- for ?" . 

"*' Merely and- folcly," aufirerod I, ** to 
<omf^y uniih die.n]q.ue£ of Madame Du- 
■ vak." 

" Mils," cried young. Bru^kton, *"itid 
«diy^ wifhes it was'lhe, iw ffae has caft.a 
iheep's-eye at Mr. Smiththis'iwig while". 

** ;Tom," cried the fitter, rifrng, " I've. 
jdiegoratefl ttHad in the world to host. 70UF 
.can 1 Hovr datle you S«f fuch a- thing i£ 
one?" 

H 2 !' No, 

D.5„:s.., Google 



i7« EVELINA. 

** No, hang it, Tom, no, that's wrong,"* 
faid Mr.' Smitn, rimpcring, '' it is indeed, 
to tell the lady's fecrets.— But never mind 
him, Mifs Biddy, for I won't believe 
htm." 

** Why, I know Bid would give her 
ears to go," returned the brother ; " but 
only Mr. Smith likes Mifs belt, — [o does 
every body elfe." 

While the fitter gave him a very angry 
anfwer, Mr. Smith faid to me, in a low 
yoice, " Why now. Ma'am, how can you 
be fo cruel as to be fo much handfomer 
than your coufijis f Nobody can look at 
them when you are by." 

Mifs," cried young Branghton, " what- 
ever he fays to you, don't mind him, for 
he means no good ; I'll give you my word 
for ic, he'll never marry ytra, for he has 
told me i^ain and again, he'll never marry 
as long as he lives ; befides, if he'd any 
mind to be married, there's Bid would have 
had him long ago, and thanked him too." 

*' Come, come, Tom, don't tell fecrets j 
jrou'U make the ladies afraid of me : but, I 
allure you," lowering his voice, ** if I Md 
marry, it fhould be your coufin." 

Should be !— did you ever, my dear Sir, 
hear fuch unauthorifed freedom ! I looked 
at him with a contempt! did not wilh 
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to rcpitfs, and walked to the other end off 
(he room. 

Very foon after, Mr. Smith fent for a 
backncy-coach. When I would have taken 
leave of Mifs Branghton, Ihe turned angrily 
from me, without making any anfwer. She 
fuppofes, perhaps, that I have rather 
■fought, ihan endeavoured to avoid, the 
notice and civilities of this conceited young 
man. 

The ball was at the lei^ room at Hamp- 
ftead. 

' This room feems very well named; for I 
jKlieve'tt would be difficult to find aiiy 
other epithet which might, with propriety, 
diftinguiih it, as it is without ornament, 
^l^ance, or any fort of fingularity, and 
' merely to be marked by its length. 

I was faved from the importunities of 
Mr. Smith, the beginning of thfc evening, 
hy Madame Duval's declaring her intention 
to dance the two iirlt dances with him her- 
felf, Mr, Smith's chagrin was very evi- 
dent, but as £he paid no regard to it, he 
was neccJEtated to lead her out. 

I was, however, by no means pleafed, 
when flie faid the was determined to dance 
a minuet. Indeed, I was quite aftonifhed^ 
not having . had the leaft idea ihe would 
have conlcnted to, much. Ids propofcd, 
fuch an exhibition of her perfon. She had • 
H 3 fome 
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ibme trcMbk to make her incenttons known; 

as Mr. Smith was rather averic to (peaking 
to the Matter of the ceremooie*. 

Daring this miti net, how -much did I tc- 
joice in being furrounded only with Gran- 
gers ! She oanced in a ftyle So uncom- 
mon ; her age, her fhowy drefs, and an 
umifual quantity of rtuee, drew upan her 
the eyes, and, I fear, me dcriAon of the 
whole company. Who (he danced with, I 
know not; bttr Mr. Smith wasfo iU-bred 
as to laugh at her very openly, and to fpcalc 
of her with as much' ndtcule as «hs in 
kis power. But I would neidicr locric- at^ 
Apr Mten to himt nor wouM I Juficr Jiin 
tb proceed with' a fpeech Mdiich ks keguH 
egepraShw of Iniiveiiacion ac k«ing ^weed-ia 
dance with her.- I sold him, very grav^^, 
that compUkitsupon iiich a lubje& might, 
"with left impropriety, be made to -eveiy 

^perfon in the room, t^an to me. 

Wihen (he returned to us, (he dtftr«l]e4 
me very muoh, by aflcing what I thought 
of ber minuet. I (poke as civilly as I 
could, but the coldnefs c^ my com^^imaic 
cvidetidy difappointed bM*. She then called 
upon Mr. Smwh to fecure a good place 
among the cou^try-dancet^ ; ajid away ihe^ 
went, cbou^ not before he had taken the 
liberty to &y td me in a low voice, " I 

. prMcA to you^ Ma*am, I ihtSl be quice out 
of 
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of countflnwice, if ao}' of ffl]^. acquaintance 
fhould lee me dancing with the old lady V* 

For a few moments I vcrjr much rejoiced! 
9t being relieved from this troubicrome 
mvi ) but £carce h^d I tiqie to co^gratu-' 
late myfclf, b^ore I was accofted hy unor 
ttt^awt^o be^edihdfavtutre/heppi^a damt 
v'lrh ipe. 

\ to^ hina that I Olou|d not dance at all^ 
but l|c tjfoughF proper to inwiartune m^ 
very freely, nut to be lb cruel} and 1 wa^ 
oUi^d 0) MlUme no liule. hau^htineli be- 
fore 1 Qoul4 fawrfy hiffi i JM« lewus. 

A^ thib 1 was, afidiielled, much i^ tl>e 
lame mmAMV i>y ievrsai other young men, 
«£ wJ)Qin ttie. wpeafj^jo; luid l^njguage 
wc^ qcyw% iacffl^nt and iQw-bneai To 
' ^t I £qio^ ^u#d njjr fitua|:ion was both 
4i&£roqat»l$: 9f\^ imprc^r^ finc^ as. \ 
WW q*iittf a4(?ne» I fcv I nHiijt fam ra-' 
thcF Ka vwi^i t}^p to forbid, the offer* 
4^ notict: I wjfijved. A^d yo, ib ^t;eai; 
was my appr^t^Ea&on <^ this interprcutuiii, 
that I am fure, my ^t3X Sir, you would 
Have iau^i«d h^d you ieea how proudly; 
grave I appeared. 

I knew noc whe^r to be glad or lotry^' 
'wheg Madame Duval and Mr. Stnith rf- 
fivoed. The latter in^Uy renewed bit 
tirefome entreaties, and NjUdiwie DuvaL 
feid. &Q W9i>^ go to^.CM4-t»&]ip: ¥Ki 
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as foon as Ihe was accommodated, Ihe de- 
fired us to join the dancers. 

I will not trouble you with the argu- 
ments which followed. Mr. Smith teazed 
me till I was weary of refinance ; and I 
ifaould at laft have been obliged to fubmit, 
had I not fortunately recollected the affair of 
Mr- Love], and told my perfecutor, that it 
was impofiible I fiiould dance with him, 
even if I wilhcd it, as I had rcfufed feveral 
-perfons in his abfence. 

He was not contented with being e*-' 
tremely chagrined, but took the libcrtyj 
openly and warmly, to expoftulatc with me 
upon not having laid I was engaged. 
■. The total difregard with which, involun- 
tarily, I heard him, made him foon change 
the fubjeft. In truth, I had no power to 
attend to htm^ for all my thoughts were 
occupied in re-tracmg the iranfadions of the 
two former balls at which I-had been pre^ 
fcnt. The party— the converfation— the 
company— O how great the contrail ! 
• In a fhort time, however, he contrived 
to draw my attention to himfelf, by his 
.ttitreme impertinence j for he chofe to ex. 
prefs what he called his admiration of me, 
m terms fo open and familiar, that hi 
forced me to exprefs my difpleafure with 
equal plainhefs. 

' But how was I furprifed, when I found 
'-" he 
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he had the temericj— what elfe can I c^ 
it ?— to impute my refentment to doubt* 
of his honour ; for he faid, " My dear 
Ma'am, you muft be a little, patient) I 
^flure you I have no bad defigns, I have 
not upon my word j but, really, there is ,. 
no refolving upon fuch a thing as tnatri- \ 
mony all at once ; what with the lofs of ->' 
one's liberty, and what with the ridicule 
of all one's acquaintance,^! aflure you. 
Ma'am, you are the firft lady who ever 
made me even demur upon this fubjedt i 
for, after all, my dear Ma'am, marriage Is 
the devil !'* 

*^ Your opinion, Str," anfwered I, " of 
.either the married or the fingle life, can 
"be of no manner of confequence to me, 
and therefore I would by no means trouble 
you to difcufs their different merits." 

*' Why, really. Ma'am, as to your be- 
ing a little out of forts, I muff own I can't 
wonder at it, for, to be fure, marriage is 
-all in all. with the ladies ^ but with ui 
gentlemen it's quite another thing 1 Now 
only put yourfelf in my place,— fuppofe 
you had fuch a lai^e acquaintance of^gea- 
tlemeii as I have, — and that you hacT al- 
ways been ufed to appear a little — a little 
fmart among them, — why now, how Ihould 
you like to let yourfelf down all at once 
jnto a ttiairiedman f'*- 

H 5 I could 
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2 could not tell what to anfwer •, lb much 
Conceit, and fo much ignorance, both afio- 
fiifhed and fttenced me. 

•* I ajTurc you. Ma'am," added he, 
** thcfc is not only Mifs Biddy, — though 
t Ihould have fcorned to mention her, if 
hct brother had not blab'd, for I'm quite 
particular in keeping ladies fecrets^— but 
there are a great many other ladies that 
have been prqpofed to me,-~-but I never 
thougjit twice of any of them,— that is, not 
In zferieus way, — fo you may very well be 
proud," offering to take my hand^ '* for I 
a0ure you, there is nobody fo likely to 
catch me at laft as yourfelf." 

** Sir," cried I, drawiw; myfelf back u 
baiightily as I could, you are totally 
miftaken, if you imagine you have given 
me any pride I felt not before, by this con- 
verfation > oe the contrary, you muft allow 
ine to tell you, I find it too humiliating t6 
bear with it any longer." 

I then placed myielf behind the chair of 
Madame Duval } who, when Ihe tieard of 
th6 partners I had refufcd, pitied my igno> 
ranee c^ the world, but no longer inuKed 
upon my dancing. 

Indeed, the extreme vanity of this muk 

(nakes me exert a fpirit which I did not, tiQ 

kow, know that I poOef^; buti caonoc 

5 ' cndui» 
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endure that he Ihould think me at his dif- 
pofal. 

The reft of the eveaing p^R^ very 
quietly, as Mr. Smith did hot ^gaia 
attempt fpeaking to me ; except, im&d, 
after- we had left .the rooqi, and while Ma- 
dajnc Duval was fearing herfclf in t^e 
coach, he faid» in a voice offiguty ** Noit 
time I take the trouble to get any tickets 
for a young i^dy, I'll make a bargain be- 
forehand that flie iha'n*t turn me over to 
her grandmother." 

We came home very fafe j and thus 
coded this fo long projc^edy and jnoft difr 
agreeable affair. 
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Exdim in eeJtttmutiMU 

IH AV£ juft received a moft afie^'ng 
tetter from Mr. Macartn^. I will io- 
clotc it, my dear 3ir, for your pcrufal; 
More than ever have 1 caufe to xejoicc that 
I wai abk to aSi& him. 



«fr. 
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M'. Macartnff to Mt/s Jnville. 

' Mad^m, 

I*" MPRESSED wiih the deepcft, the 
mod heart-felt fenfe of the exalted hu- 
^manity with which you have refcued fcwn 
.dellru£lion an unhappy (Iranger, allow me, 
.with the humbleft gratitude, to offer you 
my fervent acknowledgments, and to im- 
-plore- your pardon 'for the terror I have 
_cauied you. 

You bid me, Madam, Hve: I have now, 
indeed, a motive for life, Hnce I fhourd 
jlOt-wiUiogly quit the world, while I with- 
hold from the needy and diftrefled any Ihare 
of that charity which a difpofition fo noble 
would, otherwife, beflow upor> them. 

The benevolence with which you have 
intereftcdyourfclf in my affairs, induces 
mc to fuppofe you would wifti to be ac- 

?juainted wtih the caufe of that defperatkin 
rom which you fnatched me^ and the par- 
, ticularsof that mifery of which you have, 
:.fo wonderfully, been a witnefs. Yet, as 
this explanation will require th^ I IkfiHild 
divulge fecrets of a nature the moft- deli- 
cate, I muft entreat you to regard them as 
Jacred, even though I forbear to mention 
^.the names of the^panies concerned. 

I was 

. .....Google 
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I was brought up in Scotland, though 
my mother, who had the folc care of me, 
was an £ngli(hwoman, and had not one 

■ relation in that country. She devoted to 
me hei; whole time. The retirement in 
which we lived, and the diftance from our 
natural friends, fhe often told me, wece 
theeffeiSof an unconquerable melancholy 

■ with which (he was feized, upon the fud- 
den lofs of my father, fom'e time before I 
was born. 

At Aberdeen, where I finiflied my edu- 
cation, I formed a friendHiip with a young 
man of fortune, which I confidered as the 
chief happinefs of my life j— but, when he 
quitted his ftudies, I confidered it as my 
• cnief misfortune, for he immediately pre- 
' pared, by direfbion of his friends, to make 
the tour of Europe, A« I was deligned 
for the church, and had no profpeft even 
of maintenance but from my own induftry, 

■ I fcarce dared permit even a wilh of ac- 
companying him. It is true, he would 
joyfully have borne my cxpences ; but my 
aSe&ion was as free from meanncfs as his 

' owDi and I made a determination- the moft 

■ folemn, never to leffen its dignity, by fub- 
mitting to pecuniary obligauons. 

"We correiponded with great regularity, 

and the moit unbounded confidence, for 

the fpace of two years, when he arrived ac 

' Lyons in his way home. Hei^rotc bic, 

thence. 
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thence, the roeft preifing invitation to meet 
Jiim at Paris, where he intended to remain 
fome time. M^ 4tiirc to comply widb 
his rcqueft, and iWten our abfcnce, was 
ib earned that try mother, too indulgent 
to controul me, lent me what aHiftance was 
•io her power, aadt in an lU-fated Dionaenc, 
I fet tntt for that capii^. 

My msetii^ with this dear friend was the 
faappieft cHCfit of n?y life : he introduced 
me to all his acquaintance-, and lb quickly 
did time Sean to pafs at that delightful pe- 
riod, that the fix weeks I had aUotted fgr 
my fiay were gone, 'Cre I was ienfible I had 
milled fo ouuiy jdays. But I muft now 
own, that ihe company "of my friend 
was iicEt the ibic fut^^ of my feiiciqr : I 
became acquainted with a youn^ ^K* 
daughter o£ an Englifhnian of diftin^op^ 
with whom 1 formed an attachment which I 
have .a thoufand ttmes vowed, a thoufaiid 
timea fiiicerdy thou&hc would be lafting as 
my life. She had but juft quitted a coo- 
vent, in Kbich ihe had been placed whca a 
child, and though £ngU{h oy birth, ftie 
could fcarcely fpeak her native Unguagp. 
Her perlbn and difpoCtjon were equally 
engaging.! but chiefly I adored hw for tjie 
greatoefi of the eitpe^tions which, for 
my fake, the waa willing to F«%fi. 

When the time for my ref>di?pce in Paria 

4xpii^ I was ahnoft difii»i^c4 Ht |he idea 

of 
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t>f quitting her i yet I had not the courage 
to make our attachment known to her fa- 
ther, who might reafbftably form for her 
•fach views as would make him rejeft, with 
a contempt which I could not bear to chink 
of, fuch an offer as mine. Yet -I had free 
accefs to the houfe, where lhefeenf)ed to be 
left almoft wholly to the guidance of an old 
■fimant, who was my faft friend. 

But, to be brief, the fudden and unox- 
■pefted return of her father, one fatal after- 
noon, proved the beginning of the mifery 
■which has ever ftnce devou4d roe. I 
doubt not but he had liftened to our con- 
Terfation, fbr he darted into the room with 
the rage of a madman. Heavens I what a 
fcene foHowed !— what abufive language 
-did the Ihame of a clandeftine affair, and 
the confcioufnefe of afting 111, induce me 
to brooTc ! At length,, 'however, his fury 
exceeded my -patience, — he called me a 
■be^prly, cowardly Scotchman. Fired at 
•the words, I drew my ftrord ; he, with 
equal alertnrfs, drew his ; for he was not 
an old man, but, on the conWary, ftrong 
»nd able as myfdf. In vain his daughter 
pleaded 11— in vain did I, repentant of my 
ang^r, retreat — his reproaches continued i 
flntyftlf,"my country, were loaded with in- 
'iajny, tin, 'no Ipngcr conftrainjng my raee, 
;r^,^b^iht,-r3nd^hc*B^- ■ 
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At that moment I could almofi have de- 
ftroycd myfelfl , The young lady fuoted 
■with terror ; the old fcrvant, drawn to us 
hy the noife of the fcufflc, entreated me to 
cTcape, and protnlfed to bring intelligence 
of what {hpuld pafs to my apariment. The 
difturbance which 1 heard raifed in the houfc 
obliged me to comply, and, in a ftate c^ 
mint! inconceivably wretched, I tore myfelf 
awav. 

My friend^ who I found at home, foon 
difcovered the whole affair. It was near 
midnight before the woman came. She 
told me that her mafter was living, and her 
young.miftrefs reftored to her fenTes. The 
abfolvite neceffity for my -leaving Paris, 
.while any danger remained, was forcibly 
.urged by my friend : the fcrvant promifed 
^to acquaint him of whatever paued, and 
he to tr-anfmit to me her information* 
Thus circumftanced, with the afliftance of 
this dear friend, I effected my departure 
from Paris, and, not. long after, I returned 
to Scotland. I would, lain have flopped 
. by the way, that I might have been neater 
the fcene of all my concerns, but the low 
dilate of^ tny finances denied me .that fatit 
faftion. 

' The miferable fittiation of my mind «ra3 
foon difcovered by my mother-, pof woulfl 
fhe reft tiH I coRunuaicated .the c'^ule. . $bs 
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■heard my whirfe ftory with an agitation 
■which aftonifhed me j — the name of the 
parties concerned, feemed to ftrike her 
-with horror i—^but when I faid, We fought, 
and befelli — " My fon," cried flie, " you 
have then murdered youriather!" and fhe 
■funk breathlefs at my feet. Comments, 
Madam, upon fuch a fcene as this, would 
to you be fuperfluous, and to me agoniz- 
ing : I cannot, for both our fakes, be too 
concifc. "When flie recovered, flic confeffed 
all the particulars of a tale which fhe had 
hoped never to have revealed.— Alas ! the 
. lots ihe had fuftained of my father was not 
by death ! — bound to her by no ties but 
-thole of honour, he had voluntarily de- 
ierted her ! — Her fettling in Scotland was 
■not the cScSt of choice, — fhe was banifhed 
thither by a family but too juftly incenfed; 
"-pardon. Madam, that I cannot be more 
explicit I 

My fenfes, in the greatnefc of my mifery, 
aftually forfook me, and for more than a 
week 1 was wholly delirious. My unfor- 
tunate mother was yet more to be pitied, 
for fhe pined with unmitigated fbrroWrCter- 
nally reproaching herfelf tor the danger to 
which her too ftrift filence had expofed me. 
.When I recovered my reafon, my impa- 
tience to hear from Paris almofl: deprived 
me of it again ^ and. though the length of 
time 
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time I waked for letten'tnight jiriUy be at- 
tributed to cootrftry wiiitu, t QQuld not 
bear the delay, and was twenty tioiQl Uffi9 
the point of returning thither ^ aU KazAid$> 
At length, however, kvtyil Ictfcra arrtwii 
at once, and fron the oioft ipftii^rftbl? 
of my sffliditms I was then relieved, J^ 
they acquainted roe that the horrer3<rf^ par- 
ricide wcne not in reierve for «*• Th^ 
iofotmed me tiio, iih«[ as fotm :as tfap 
wifWAcl was healed, a journey wo^d ^ 
made to Englaod, whoce mf oidwppf .^jto 
W4S to be Feeeivjod by an aoot ww^ wbm 
ftft «as to line. 

This inteUigence fbJitewhAt qukfted. ^ 
violence of my forrows. }■ ioftantly fonwrf 
a. plan of uuKong liiem in LoAdon, and, by 
Beueating the wihele-dzeadfui &aTytCfHuria> 
tag this irritsKd pansnt that be ha^ notbici; 
mare to appnebeadfrnrnius dangbter's »»■ 
fortunate choice. My mother -con&nMd^ 
and gave me a letter to prove the truth of 
my aflertions. As I could but ill affbtd te 
make this journey, I travBlled in the cfaeap- 
e& way that was pofiible. I took aa <^ 
icure iodgiag, I Deed not. Madam, tell yoo 
'where,— fvuid. boacded with the peopk of 
ihe bouie. 

Here I ianguiQied, week xftor week, 

v»aly hoping for the arrival of nvffamify\ 

iMC my impecupli^ had bonded me to die 

imprudence 
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rmprudenoe of which X wfis guilty in quic- 
tai^; Scod^ fo haftily; My wounded fai- 
tfaer, after his recoveryi rdapfed ; and when 
I had waited io the mgft comforclefs ficusr 
tion, for fii wpeksv my friend wrote m? 
waid, that the journey was yet deferred for 
Ibme time longer. 

Mv fiosKcs were £bcD nearly e;[hsu^«d» 
and 1 was cd)Uged, thov^ tno^ uowilljng'- 
ly, CO beg further afllftancc from my mo- 
dier, that I might rcfiurn.ta Scodwid. Oh I 
Madam l-'-rmy aiifwer mafitaotfroax faerfeJf, 
-witJ^fas writ^n by a iady who hftd loag 
been hpi oomparidao,' aod aequRtRRd 019 
that J^e^d bean takca fi^deoiy Ul of « 
&vet!,9-na|]<d was' no: marer I 

The compsflionace oanre of which yoa 
b^ve givea uiphi noble proofs, afluresme I 
BBcdnor, if 1 could^ paint to you the an* 
guiOi of a. mind oTerwneitiied with fuch ac* 
camulaied foirows. 

Inclo^ was a letter to a n»r relaticm^ 
which flte h^i^ during her illnels, with 
nlpch difHcuIcy, written, and in vhich^ 
with t^ ftrongeft maKrnal teadernefs, Ihe 
^efcribed my deplcH'able £tUBtion, and coi- 
treated his imereft to pnscure me &me 
pvefernMnc. lifet fo funk waa I by mif'- 
ifutune, that a fortnight el^&d befoee I 
had the courage or fplrit to atieoapt dcHwcr- 
ing diis Jetttr. I was -then -compelled .to it 
by 
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by want. To mate my appearance wkh 
. fome decency, I was .neceflitated, myfelf^ to 
the melancholy talk of changing my co* | 
loured deaths for a furt of mourning j— and j 
then I proceeded to ieek my relation. 

I was informed thgt he was not in town. j 

In this dcfperate fituation, the pride of | 
my heart, which hithercohad not bowed co i 
adverfity, gave way, and I detennined to es- 
treat the aflil^ance of my friend, whole of- 
fered fervices I had a thoufand times reject' 
ed. Yet, Madam, fo hard is it to root from: 
the mind its favourite principles, or prgo- j 
dices, call them which you pleafe, that I 
-lingered Another week ere I had the refolu> 
lurion to fend away a letoer which 1 regarded 
as the death of my independence. 

At length, reduced to my laft (hilliM^ 
dunned infolently by the people of the i 
houfe, and almoft familhed, I fealed thi» < 
fatal letter, and, with a heavy heart, deter- i 
mined to take it to the .poft-office. But I 
Mr. Branghton and his fon fuffered me noC 
to pafs through their Ihop with impunity^ 
they infultcd me grofsly, and threatened mc j 
with imprifonmcnt, if I did not imme(KateIy I 
fatisfy their demands. Stung to the foul, I 1 
bid them have but a day's patience, and 1 
flung from them, in a ftate of mind too ter* 
rible for dcfcription. | 

My letter, which I now found would I 
be 
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be rcceiwcd too late to fave me from dif- 
grace, I tore into a thoufand pieces, and 
icarce could I refrain from putting an in- 
ftantaneous, an unlicenfed period to my- 
ociftence. 

In this dilbrder o£ my fenfes, I formed, 
thehorrible plaa.of turning foot- pad ; for 
which puipofe I returned to my lodging, 
and colleacd whaaver of my apparel I 
could part with, which I immediately Jbld, 
and with the profits . purchafed a brace of 
pifi]ols, powder, and mot. I hope, howe- 
ver, you will believe me, when I moft fo- 
Icmnly affureyou, my fole intention was to 
frigbten the paffcngers I ihould aflault, with 
thefe dangerous weapons, ^Yhich I had not 
loaded, but from a refolution, — a dread-, 
ful bne, I own,— ^:o fave fityfelf from an ig- 
nominious death if leized. And, indeed,? 
I thought chat if I could but procure mo- 
ney Sufficient to pay Mr. Branghton, antl 
make a journey to Scotland, I ihould foon 
be able, by the public papers, to difcover 
whom 1 had injured, and to make private- 
nctribution. 

But, Madam, new- to every fp^cics of: 
villainy, my perturbation was fo great tbaC 
I .could with difficulty fupport myfelf;- 
yet- the Branghtons. qbfcrvcd ic oot as I. 

nailed dirougK the ihop. 

Here 
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Hew I ftop: what £il}oi«ed is better 
known to yourfeff. But tvn time <cin ever 
efikce from my Memory tbat nrotmnt, 
when -in the very »3Jon ofprcpanaaSat 
my own dellru6tian, or the lawle& leizooe 
of the property of ochsrs, you ruHied in- 
to the roomi and xrreftBd my annl*^t 
was, indeed, an aw&l moment t**tfae hand 
of Providence fcemed to intervene betwdco 
me and eternity ; I beheM you as an joa- 
ge) !— I thought you drapt from the 
cloud* ;-*the earth, indeed, had' never be- 
fore prefented to my view a .form fo ce- 
jtftittfl— What wonder, then, that.a.fpec- 
tacle to aftonilhing fliould, to a' iron diibr- 
.dered as I wai^ appear no ixami&ikta 
be huniatr? 

Aftd now, Mfldani} that I husa per- 
formed this painful ciflC) the mate graM- 
fill one remains of rew&nling, as far n is- 
in my poweFyVouF generous goGidtiefs, by »£• 
faring you is (kail not be thrown-away. Y«a: 
have awakened the t» a fenfe of the fal& 
pndfl l>y wJiJch I have blK^>a&uatie(^«*4 
pride which, while icfcornedafnflanortboa. 
affritadf ikruplcd M>ta> compel it fmitt a 
fit-aHger, theugtl-al thtf hustdi tff redudtl} | 
that ftvanger to- a fituation aS' deftitnee a^ 
i*y< evra. Yet, ■ Oh ) how tfitdMS \Me the' 
itruggle which toi«i my ■ «nlBitttt^ ibal». 
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ere I could perfuade myfelf to profit by the 
benevolence which you were fo evidently 
diipofed to exert in my favour I 

By means of a ring, the gift of my 
much-regretted mother, I have for the 
{»x{ent iatisiicd Mr. Branghtoa; and by 
means of your compatfton, I hope to fup- 
port myfelf, either till I bear from mry 
fiiend, to whom, at ien^, I h«ve vrtD- 
ten, or till the rtlaiion c? my mother re- 
turns to town. 

TO' talk- to you, Madam, of paying my 
debt, would be vain ; I never can I the fer- 
vice you have done me exceeds all power of 
return ; you have reftored me to my fenie^, 
you have taught me to curb thofe paflions 
Which- bersfx me of them, and, fince I can- 
not avoid calamity, to bear it as a man! 
An ittcerpofition fo wondeHuUy circum- 
ftuced can never be reoolleded without 
kien^fit. Yet allow me to fay, thebecut- 
ftiary part of my obligation muft be iettled 
by *ny Hrfl: sbUity. 

If am. Madam,- with the moflr profound 
tt^pe^t, and bearT'fiEk gratitude, 
Your otxdieitt, 
and ddvoted'bianble tervant, 

J. MxcaJiTMEr. 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXI. 

EveUna in contiimation. 

Holboro, July t, J o'clock in the mom. 

OSIR, what an adventure have I to- 
write !— ail night it has occupied my 
riioughts, and I am now rifen thus early* 
to write it to you. 

Yefterday it was fettled that we (hould 
fpend the evening in Mary bone-gardens, 
where M. Torre, a celebrated foreigner, 
was to exhibit fome fireworks. The party 
confifted of Madame Duval, all the Brangh- 
(ons, M. Du Bois, Mr. Smith, and Mr. 
Brown. 

We were almoft the firft perfons who 
entered the Gardens, Mr. Branghton hav- 
ing declared he would have 4i// at could get- 
for ins money, which, "at beft, was only 
fooled away, at fuch filly and idle places, 
. We walked in parties,, aod very much 
detached from one another; Mr.Brown and 
Mifs Polly led the way by themfclves ; 
Mifs Braaghton and Mc. Smith followed, { 
and xhe latar feeraed determined to be re- 
venged for my behaviour at the ball, by 
transferring all his former attention for mc, 
to Mils Branghton, who received it with an 
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air of exultation : and very frequently the/ 
each of them» though from different mo- 
tives, looked back, to difcover whether I 
obfervcd their good intclfigcnce. Madame 
Duval walked with M. Du Bois ; and Mr. 
Branghcon by himfelf i but his fonwouM. 
willingly have attached himlelf wholly to 
me, faying frequendy, "Come, MHs, let'« 
you and I have a litde fun together; you 
fee they have all left us, fo now kc us 
leave them." But I begged to becjtcufed^ 
it\d went to the other Ude of Madflmtf 
Duval. 

This Garden, as it Is cdled, is neither 
ftriking for magnificence nor for beauty j 
and wt were all fo dull and languid, that t 
was extremely glad when we were luBi« 
monedto the orchedra, upon the ofjefiing 
of a conceft j in the courfc of which, I 
had the. pleafure of hearing a concerto on 
the vioim by Mr. Barthdemon, who, to 
me, T«ms a player of exqui0te fancy, fe«y 
ing, and variety. 

When notice Was givcn-us, that the flreJ 
works were preparing, we hurried along t<S 
fecure good places for the fight : out^ 
very fbon, we were fo encircled and in- 
commoded by the crowd, that Mr. Smith 
propofed the iadies fhould make intereft for 
a form to ftand upon j this was foon ' ef- 
fefted, and ihc men then left us, to ^c^- 
Vol. 11. I commodate 
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commodate themfelves better^ faying thef 
would returo the moment the exhibition 
W^ over. 

The firework was really beautiful, and 
told, with wonderful ingenuity, the ftory 
of Orpheus and Eutydice ; bur, at the 
oioment of the fatal look, which feparated 
them for ever, there was fuch an cxplofion 
of fire, and fo horrible a noife, that we all 
as of one accord, jumpt haftijy from the 
form, and ran away fome paces, fearing 
that we were in danger of mifchief, from 
the innumerable fparks of fire which glit- 
cered io the air. 

For a moment or two, I neither knew 
nor conlidered whither I had run ; but' 
my recolleftion was foon awakened by -a 
ftranger's addrefling me with, ** Come 
along with me, my dear, and 1*11 take 
cw'c of you." 

I ftarted, and then, to my great terror, 
perceived that I had out-run all my com- 
panions, and faw not one human being I 
k|iew I w^ith' all the fpeed in my power, and 
fw^tful of my firft fright, 1 haftcned 
bacK to the place I had left ; — but found 
the form occupied by a new fet of peo- 
ple. 

In vain, from fide to fide, I looked for 
Ibme face I knew ; 1 found myfelf in the 
ipidftof acrowd, yet without party, friend. 
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or acqu^ntance. I walked, in difordercd 
hafte, from place to place, without know- 
ing which way to turn, or whither I went. 
£very other moment, I was fpoken to, hy 
. fomc bold and unfeeling man, to whom my 
diftrcfs, which, V think, mull be very ap- 
parent, only furnilhed a pretence for im- 
pertinent witticifms, or free gallantry. 

At laft, a young officer, marching fierce- 
ly up to me, faid, " You are a fweet pretty 
creature, and I enlift you in my fervicc i * 
and then, with great violence, he Jcizcd 
my hand. I fcreamed aloud with, fear, and, 
forcibly fnatching it away, I ran haftily up ~ 
to two ladies, and cried, "For Heavens 
fake, dear ladies, afford me fomc protec- 
tion !" 

.They heard me with a loud laugh, but 
very readily faid, " Ay, let her walk be- 
tween us '," and each of them took hold of 
an arm. 

Then, in a drawling, ironical tone of 
voice, they alked what bad frigbtmed ptf 
UttU UMbip? 1 told them my adventure 
very fmiply, and intreated they would havis 
the goodne^ to afiift me in finding my 
friends. 

O yes, to be fure, they faid, I fhould 
not want for friends, whilft I was with 
them. Mine, I faid, would be very grate- 
ful for any civilities with which they might ■ 
I % favour 
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favour me." But imagine, my dear Sir, 
how I muft be confounded, when I ob- 
ferved, that every other word I fpoke pror 
duced a loud laugh ! However, I will not 
dwell upou a converfation, which fooo, to 
my inexpreffible horror, convinced mc I 
bad fought protedion from infult, of thoft 
who were tnemfelves moft likely to offer 
it ! You, my dcareft Sir, I well know, 
will both feel for, and pity my terror, 
which I have no words to defcribe. 

Had I been at liberty, I fhould have in^ 
ftantly run away from them, when I made 
the Ihocking difcoveTyj but, as they held 
me fafl, that was utterly impoflible: and 
iuch was my dread of their refentment or 
abufe, that I did not dare make any open 
attempt to efcape. 

They alked me a thbuTand queftions, ac-, 
'companied by as many haiiows, of who I 
was, what I was, and whence I came. My 
anfwers were very incoherent,— but what, 
good Heaven, were my emotions, when, a 
few moments afterwards, I perceived ad- 
vancing our way,-^^ord Orville ! 

Never fhall I forget what I felt st that 
inftant : had I, indeed, been funk to the 
guilty flate, which fuch companions might 
lead him to fufped, ! could fcarcc have had 
feelings more cruelly depreffing. 

However, to my infinite joy, he paffed 
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vs without diftinguifliing me; thou^ I 
(a.v tbac, in a careieis manner, his eyes fur- 
veyed the party. 

As foon as he was K)ne, one of theic 
unhappy women laid '* Do you know that 
young fellow ?" 

Not thinking it polfible Ihe fliould mean 
Lord Orvitte by fuch a term, I readily an^ 
fwcrcd, '* No, Madam.*' 

** Why then," anfwered (he, *' you have 
a monftrous good ftarc, for a little country 
Mifs." 

I now found I had miftaken her, but 
was gl^ to avoid an explanation. 

A fi:w minutes after, what was my de- 
light, to hear the voice of Mr. Brown, who 
jailed out, " Lord, i'n't that Mifs what's 
her name?" 

" Thank God," cried I, fuddenly fpring- 
iog from them both, *' thank God, I have 
found my party." 

Mr. Brown was, however, alone, and, 
witliout knowing what I did,, I took bold 
pf his arm. 

" Lord, Mifs," cried he, ** we've had 
fuch a hunt you can't think I fome of them 
-thought you was gone home j but I fays, 
fays I, I don't chink, fays I, that Hie's like 
tajvo home all alone, fays I." 

" So that gentleman belongs to you. 
Mils, does he ?" faid one of the women. 
I 3 " Yes, 
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*' Yes, Madamj" anfwered I, ** and I 
now thank you for your civility ; but, as I 
anvfafe, will not give you any further 
trouble." 

I courtfied flightly, and would have 
walked away ;■ but, moll unfortunately, 
Madame Duval and the two Mifs Brangh- 
tonsjuft then joined us. 

They all began to make a thoufand en- 
quiries, to which I briefly anfwered, that 
1 had been obliged to thefe two ladies fof 
walking with me,, and would letl them 
more another time : for, though I felt great 
comparative courage, I was yet too much 
intimidated by their prefence, to dare be 
explicit. 

Neverthelefs, i ventured, once more, to 
wiQi them good night, andpropofed feck- 
"ing Mr. Branghton. Thcfc unhappy wor 
men liftened to alt that was faid with a kind 
of callous curlo5ty, and feemed determined 
not to take any hint. But my vexation was 
terribly augmented, when, after having' 
.whifpered fomething to each other, they 
Yery cavalierly declared, that they intended 
joining our party ! and then, one of them, 
very boldly took hold of my arm, while 
the other, going round, feized that of Mr. 
Brown J and thus, almoft forcibly, we were 
moved on between them, and followed by 
Madame Duval and the Mifs Branghtons. 

It 
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. It would be very difficult to fay which 
was greateft, my fright, or Mr. Brown's 
confternarion ; who ventured not to'makc 
the leaft refiftance, though his uneannefs* 
made him tremble almoft as much as my- 
felf. I would inftantly have withdrawn my 
arm; but it was held fo tight, I could not 
move it ', and poor Mr. Brown was circum- 
ftanced in the fame manner on the other 
fidei for I heard him fay, "Lord, Ma'am^ 
there's no need to fqueeze one's arm fo 1" 

And this was our fituation, — for we had 
not taken three ftcps, when,^0' Sir,— we 
again met Lord Orville ! — but not ^ain 
"did he pafs quietly by us,— unhappily I 
caught nis eye ;— both mine, immediately, 
were bene to the ground ; but he apprbaclu 
cd me, and we all (topped. 

I then looked up. He bowed. Good 
God, with what expreflive eyes did he regard 
me! Never were furprife and concern fo 
ftrongly marked, — yes, my dear Sir, he 
looked greatly concerned -, and that, the re- 
membrance of that, is the only confolation 
I feel, for an evening the mou painful of 
my life. 

What he firfl: faid I know not-, for, in- 
deed, I feemed to have neither ears nor un- 
derftanding ■, but I recoiled that I only 
courtfied in fiience. He paufed for an in- 
ftant, as if — I believe fo,— *as if unwilling 
I 4 to . 
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-to pafs eni buc then, finding the wtiole 
party detainetT, he again bowed, aqd took 
leave. 

* Indeed, my dear Sir, I thought I (hould 
have fainted, fo great was my emotion from 
ihame, vexation, and a thoufand other feel- 
jngs, for which I have no expreflions. I 
abfblutely tore myfelf from the woman*^ 
arm, and then, difengaging myfelf from 
that of Mr. Brown, I went to Madame 
Duval, and befought that Ihe would not 
fuffer me to be agam parted from her. 
I fancy— that Lord Orville faw what paff- 
* ed i for fcarcely was I at liberty, ere he re- 
turned. Methought, my dear Sir, the plea- 
furt, the furprife of that monient, reconj- 
penfed me for all the chagrin I had before 
felt : for do you not think, that this rCturp 
manifefts, froih a charaftcr fo quiet, fo re- 
ierved as Lord Orvillc's, fomething like'fo* 
licitudc in my concerns ?—:fuch, at leaft, 
was the interpretation I involuntarily mad^ 
upon again feeing him. 

With a politenefs to which I have been 
fome time very little ufed, he apolc^i- 
fed for returning, and then enquired af^ 
ter the health of Mrs. Mirvan, and the reft 
of the Howard Grove family. The flatter- 
ing conjefture which I have juft acknow- 
]cJged, had fo wonderfully reftored my 
^irit£, that I bejieve I never anfwered hint 
fo 
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Co readily, and with fo little conftraint. 
Very Ihori, however, was the duration of 
this converfation ; for we were foon moft 
difagreeably interrupted. 

The Mifs Branghtons, though they favr 
almoft imtrjediattly the charafiers of the 
women to whom I had fo unfortunately ap- 
plied, were, neverthelefs, fo' weak and 
. Ibolini, as merely to tiiier at their behat 
viour. As to Madame Duval, flie ww 
for fome time fo ftrangely tmpofed upon, 
that fhe thought they were two real fine 
ladies. Indeed it iswonderful to fee how 
eafily and how frequently flie is deceived : 
our difturbance, however^ arofe from young 
Brown, who was now between the two 
women, by whom his arm? were abfolutely 
pinioned to his fides : for a few minutes, 
his complaints had been only murmured } ' 
but he now called out aloud, " Goodneft, 
Ladies, you hurt me like any thing ! why 
I can't walk atall, if you keep pinching my 
arms fo I" 

This Ipeech raifcd a loud laugh In the 
women, and redoubled the tittering of the 
Mifs Branghtons. FOr my own part, I waf 
moll: cruelly confuted ; while the counte- 
nance of Lord Orvillc manifcfted a fort of 
indignant aftpnifhment ; and, from that 
ipoment, he fppke to me nip inpre, till he 
took If ave, 

I- 5' Madame 
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Madame Duval, who naw began to fuf- 

te£t her company, prbpoled our caking the 
rft box we law empty, befpeaking a fup- 
per, and wailing till Mr. Branghton fhoulii 
£nd us. 

Mifs Polly mentioned one Qie had rcr 
marked, to which we all turned ; Madame 
Duval inftantly feated herfelf j and the two 
bold women, forcing the frightened Mr. 
Brown to go between them, followed her 
example. 

Lord Orville, with an air of gravity that 
vounded my very foul, then wilhed me 
cood night. I faid not a word ; but my 
face, if it had any connexion with my 
heart, muft have looked melancholy in- 
deed: and fo, I have fome.reafon to be- 
lieve, it did J for he added, with much 
more foftnefs, though not lefs dignity, 
•' Will Mifs AnviUe allow me to aft her 
addrefs, and to pay my refpefts to her be- 
fore I leave town ?" 

O- how, I. changed colour at this unex- 
-pcfted requeft ! — yet what was the mortifi- 
cation I futFered, in anfwering, " My Lord, 
I am— in Holborn !'* 

He then bowed and left us. 

What, what can he think of this adven- 
ture! how ftrangely, how cruelly have all 
appearances turned againft me 1 Had I 
been Wei&d with any prefencc of mind, I 
(hould 
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fliould indantly have explained to hirh'the 
accident i^hich occalioned my being in 
fuch terrible company ; — but I have none ! . 
, As to the reft' of the evening, I cannot 
relate the' particulars of what pafled ; for, to 
you, I.qnly writeof what I think, and I can 
think of nothing but this unfortunate, this 
difgraceful mecEing. Thefe two wretched 
women continued to torinent us all, but ef- 
peciatly poor Mr. Brown, who feemed to af- 
ford them uncommon divcrfion, dll we 
were difcovcred by Mr. Branghton, who 
very foon found means to releafe us from 
their perfecutions, by frightening them ai- 
way. We ftaycd but a Ihort time after 
they left us, which was all employed in cx- 
planadons. 

Whatever may be the conftruftion which 
Lord Orville may put upon this affair, to 
me it cannot fail of being unfavourable ; to 
be feen — ^gracious Heaven ! — to be fcen in 
company with two women of fuch charac- 
ter !— How vainly, how proudly have I 
wifhed to avoid meeting him when only 
with the firanghtODS and Madame Du- 
val, — but now, how joyful ibould I be 
had he feen me to no greater difadvantage ! 
.— Holborn, too ! what a diredion ! — he 
who had always — but I will not torment 
you, mydeareftSir, with any more of my 
mortifying conjeftures and apprehcnfions : 
I 6 perhaps 
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perhaps he may ca)],'<-^nd then I fhaH have 
an opponunitjr of explaining to him all ihe 
molt fhocking part of the aavcnture. And 
yet, as I did hot tell him at whole houfe I 
lived, he may not be.abie todifcover mci 
1 merely laid in Holiorn, and he, who I 
fuppofc faw my embarraflinent, forbore to 
aflc any other dire^ioa. 

Well, 1 muft take my chance ! 

Yet let me, in juftice to Lord Orville, 
and in jqftice eo the high opinion I have ali- 
ways entertained of his honour and ddica^ 
cy,— kt me obfcrve the diflferencc of his 
behaviour, when nearly in the lame litua^ 
tion to that of Sir Clement Willoughby. 
He bad at leaft equal caufe. to depreciate 
me in his opinion, and to mortify and fink 
me in my own : but iar different was his 
conduft ;wpetplezed, indeed, he looked, 
and much fuiprifed,— but it was benevo- 
kntly, not with iniblence. I am evea 
inclined to think, that he couU not fee a 
young creature whom he had Co lately 
known in a higher fphere, appear lb fud- 
denly, fo flirangely, fo difgracefuUy altered 
in her fituation, without fome pity and con- 
cern. But, whatever might be his doubts 
and fufpictons, far from fuffering them to 
influence his behaviour, he fpoke, he look- 
ed, with the fame politenefs and attention 
with 
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with which he had always honoured me 
when countenanced by Mrs. Mirvan. 

Once again, let me drop this fut^ed. 

In every mortification, every dlfturbancc, 
how g;rateful to qiy heart, how fweet to my 
recoIliKlion, is the certainty of your neverr 
fsiling tendernefs, fymjjathy, and protec- 
tion ! Oh Sir, could I, upon this fubjedl;, 
could I write as I feel,— hqiy animated 
would be the language of 

Your devoted 

EVEJLINA ! 



LETTER XXII, 
EveSna to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Holbgrn, July ir ' 

LISTLESS, uneafy, and without either 
fpirit or cour^ to employ myfelf, 
from the time I had Bnifhed my lall letter, 
1 indolently fcated myfelf at the window, 
where, while I waited Madame Puval's 
fummons to breakfaft, I perceived, among 
-the ckrri^es which palTed by, a coronoc 
coach, and, in a few minutes, from the win- 
dow of it, Lord Orville ! I inftRntly re- 
-created, ^t not, I believe, unfeen ; for the 

coach immediately drove up to our door. 

Indeed,' 
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Indeed, my dear Sir, I muft own I W3s 
greatly agitated ; the idea of receii^ing Lord 
Orville by myfelf,— the knowledge that his 
vilit was entirely to me, — the wiih of ex- 
plaining the unfortunate adventure of yef- 
terday,— and the mortification of my pre- 
fcnt circumftances,— all thefe thoughts, oc- 
curring 10 me nearly at the fame time, oc- 
cafioned me more anxiety, confufion, and 
perplexity, than I can poffibly exprefs. 

I believe he meant to fend up his name; 
but the maid, unufed to fuch a ceremony, 
forgot it by the way, and only told me, 
that a great J^ord was below, and defired 
to fee me ; and, the next moment, he ap- 
peared himfelf. 

If formerly, when in thfe circle of high 
life, aiid accuilomed to its manners, I fa 
much admired and diftinguifhed the grace, 
the el^ance of Lord Orville, think, Sir, 
how they muft ftri ke me now, — now, when, 
far removed from that fplendid circle, I 
live with thofc to whom even civility is ua- 
knowni and decorum a ftranger ! 

I am furc I received him very awkward^ 
]y i depreflcd by a fituation fo difagreeable, 
could I do otherwife ? When his firft en- 
quiries were made, " I think myCrlf very 
fortunate," he faid, " in meeting with Mife 
Anville at home, and ftiil more h, in End- 
ing her difengaged." 

6 I only 
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I only courtfied. He then talked of 
Mrs. Mirvan ; afkcd how long I had been 
in rown, and other fuch general queflions, 
which, happily,gavemetinicto recover from 
my embarraflment. After which, he faid, 
** If Mifs Anville will allow me the honour 
of fitting by her a few minutes (for we 
were both Handing) I will venture to tell 
her the motive which, next to enquiring 
after her health, has prompted me to wait 
on her thus early." 

We were then both fcated, and, after a 
fhort paufe, he faid, ** How to apologife 
for fo great a liberty as I am upon the pomt 
of taking, I know not j— ftiall I, therefore, 
rely wholly upon your goodnefs, and not 
^jolc^ife at all ?" 

I only bowed. 

** I Ihould be extremely forry to appear 
impertinent, — yet hardly know how to 
avoid it." 

*' Impertinent ! O my Lord,** cried I, 
eagerly, ' that, I am fure, is impoffible!" 

' You are very good," anfwered he, 
" and encourage me to be ingentious— " 

Again he flopped : but my expetftation 
was too great for fpeech : at laft, without 
looking at me, in a low voice and hcfitating 
manner, he faid, *' Were thofe ladies with 
whom I faw you laft night, ever in your 
company before?'' 
- 6 r No, 
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. '* NOf my Lord," cried I, rifing, and 
colouring violently, " nor will they ever 
be ^ain." 

He rofc too, and, with an air of the moft 
condcfcendinc coijcem, faid, " Pardon, 
Madam, the abruptneft of a queftion which 
J knew not how ig introdyce as I ought, 
. and for which I have no excufe to offer, 
but my refpcd for Mrs. Mirvan, joined tp 
the fincereft wiflies for yqur happinefe : yet 
I fear I have gone too far !" 

*' I am very fcijfible of the honour of 
your Lordffiip's ftttentioij," faid I» '* but 

" Permit me to afTure you," cried he, 
findipg I hefitated, " that officioufncfs is 
not my charadteriftic, and that J would by - 
no means have rifked your difpleafure, had 
I not been fgUy fatislied ybu were too ge- 
pergus to be offended, without 9 real caufc 
of offence." 

" OiRadcd !" pHed I, " nOj my Lard, 
I am only grieved,— grieved, indeed t to 
iind myfelf in a ficu^tion fo unfortunate, as 
to be obliged tp make ejtplanatigns yrhicjj ■ 
cannot but mortify and (hock me." 

*' It is I alone," cried he, with fomc ea- 
gernefs, *' whp am fliocke^, as it is I whp 
deferve tP be mortified j I feck no ejtplana- 
tipjQ* for J have np doubt ; but, in miftak- 
ing me, Mifs Anrille injure h(;f^lf : ^iio\r 
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me, therefore, frankly and openly to- tell 
you the intention of m/jvifit.'* 

I bowed, and we both returned to our. 

-feats. I 

" I will own myfelf to have been greatly 
■ furprifcd," continued he, *' when I met you 
yeuerday- evening, in company with two 
perfons who I was fenfible merited not the 
honour of your notice-, nor was it cafy for 
me to conjecture the caufe of your being 
fo fituated ; yet, believe me, my incerti- 
tude did not for a moment do you injury j 

^ I was fatisBed that their chara<icrs mull be 
unftnown to you, and I thought with cotf- 
cern of the fhock you would fuftain, when 

' yoii difcovfrcd their unworthinefs. I fhould 
not,' however, upon fo fhort an acquaint- 
ance, have ufurped the privHege of iiicima- , 

■ ry, in giving m.y.unaikc^ fcnyments upon 
fo delicate a fubje^ had I not known chat 
credulity is the fifter of innocence, and 
tbcrifore feared you mi"ht be deceived. A 
fomething, which J couTd not refift, urged 

. me to the freedom I have taken to caucioa 
you ; but I fliall not eafily forgive myfelf, 
if I have been fo unfortunate as to give you 
pain." 

. The pride which his firft qqeftion had 
excited, now fubfided into delight and gra- 
titude, and I inftantly related to him,' as 
well as I CQuld, the accident which had oc- 
caGoncd 
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cafioned my joining the unhappy wonncn 
with whom he had met me. He liltened with 
■ an attention (o flattering, feemed fo much 
interefled during the recital, and, when I 
had done, thanked me, in terms fo polite, 
for what he was pleafcd to call my conde- 
fcenfion, that I was almoft aftiamcd either 
to look at, or hear him. 

Soon after, the maid came to tell me, that 
Madame Duval defired to have breakfaft 
made in her own room. 

" I fear," cried Lord Orville, inftantljr 
rifing, *' that I have intruded upon your 
time,— yet who, fo fituated, could do other- 
wife ?" Then, taking my hand, " Will 
Mifs Anville allow me thus to feal mv 
peace ?'* He preffed it to his lips, and toot 
" leave. 

Generous, noble Lord OrvUle I how dif- 
interefted his condud ! how delicate his 
whole behaviour ! willing to advifc, yet 
afraid to wound me'!— Can I ever, in fu- 
ture, regret the adventure I met with at 
Marybone, fince it has been productive of 
a vifit fo flactering ? Had my mortifications 
been ftill more humiliating, my terrors ftill 
more alarming, fuch a. mark of efteem— 
may I not call it fo? — from Lord Orville, 
would have made me ample amends. 

And indeed, my dear Sir, I require fome 

confotation in my prelent very difagreeablc 

fituation ; 
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fituation ; for, fincc he went, two incidents 
have happened, that, had not my fpirits 
, been particularly elated, would greatly have- 
difconcerted me. 

During breakfaft, Madame Duval, very 
abruptly, afked if Ilhould like to be mar- 
ried ? and added, that Mr. Branghton had 
been propofing a match for me with his Ton. 
Surprifed, and, I muft own, ■provoked, I 
allured her that, in thinking of-me, Mr. 
Branghton would very vainly lofe his time. 

'* Why," cried fhe, " I have had grander 
views for you, myfelf, if once I could get 
you to Paris, and make you be owned ; 
but, if I can't do that, and you can do no 
better, why, as you are both my relations, 
I think to leave ray fortune between you, 
and then, if you marry, you never need 
want for nothing." 

I begged her not to purfue the fubjeft, 
as, I affured her, Mr. Branghton was to- 
tally difagreeable to me: but fhe continued 
her admonitions and reflections, with her 
ufual difregard of whatever I could anfwcr. 
She charged me, very peremptorily, neither 
wholly to difcourage, nor yet to accept Mr. 
Branghton's offer, till ftie faw what could 
be done for me: the young man, fhe added, 
had often intended to fpeak to me himfelf, 
but, not well knowing how to introduce 
the 
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the fubjeft, he Jisd dcfired her (o pave th« 
way for him. 

I fcrupled not, warmly and freely to de- 
clare my averfion to this propofal ; but it 
was to no eSe^i Ihe concluded, juft as 
fbe had bepun, by faying, that.I Ihouldnot 
have bim^ tf I could de better. 

Nothing, however, Ihall perfuade me to 
liften to any other pcripn concerning thii 
odious affair. 

My fecond caufe of uneafmefs arife$» 
very unexpeftedly, from M. Du Bois, 
who, to my infinite furprife, upon Madarac 
Duval's quitting the room after dinner, 

Eiut into my hand a note^ and Immediately 
eft the houfe. 

This note contains an open declaratios 
of an attachment to me, which, he faysj he 
Ihould never have prefunjed to have ac- 
knowledged, bad he not been infomied that 
Madame Duval deftined my hand to young 
^ranghton,-" — a match which he cannot 
endure to think of. He befeechcs me, ear,- 
neftly to pardon his temerity, profefles the 
moft inviolable rcfpeft, and commits hi» 
fate to time, patience, and pity. 

This conduiS in M, Du Bois gives me 
real concern,, as I was difpofed to think 
very well of him. It will not, however, 
be difficult todifcourage him, and therefore 
I Ihall not acquaint Madame Duval of his 
letter, 
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letter, as I haVe mfon to belie?e it would 
greatiy difpleafe her. 



LETTER XXIII. 

Evelina in continuation, 

Jnly 3- 

OS I R, how much uneaflnels muft I 
fudef, to counterbalance one Ihorc 
Inoming of happinefi ! 

Ycfterday, the Branghtons propofed a 
party to Kenfington-garaens, and, as uiual, 
Madame Duval infiued upon my attend- 
ance. 

We went in a hackney-coach to Picca- 
dilly, and then had a walk through Hyde 
Park, which, in any other company, would 
have been delightful. I was much pleafed 
with Kenfington-gardens, and think them 
infinitely prrtcrable to thofe of Vauxhall. 

Young Branghton was extremely trouble- 
Ibme; he infifted upoh walking by my fide, 
and talked with mc almoft by compulfion : 
however, rtfry refcrve and coldnefs prevented 
hiseittering upon the hateful fubjedl which 
Madame Duval had prepared me to tppnU- 
hetid. Once, iiideed, when 1 was, acci- 
dentally, a few- yards before ihc reft, he 
faid 
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faid, '* I fupirafc, Mifs, aunt has told 7011 
about you know what ?— ha'n*i (he, Mifs ?" 
— But I turned from him without making 
any anfwer. Neither Mr. Smith nor Mr. 
Brown were of the party ; and poor M. Du 
Bois, when he found that 1 avoided him, 
looked fo melancholy, that I was realty for- 
ry for him^ ; 

While we were ftrolling round the gar- 
den, 1 perceived, walking with a party of 
ladies at fome diftance. Lord Orville! I 
tnftantly retreated behind Mifs Branghton, 
and kept out of fight till we had palTed 
him : for I dreaded being fecn by him a- 
gain, in a public walk^ with a party of 
which I was aOiamed. ' . 

Happily I fucceeded in my defign, and 
faw no more of him ; for a fudden andVio- 
lent Ihower of rain made us all haften out 
of the gardens. We ran till wc came to a 
fmall green-lhop, where we begged (belter. 
Here we found ourfelves in company with 
two footmen* whom the rain had drivoi 
into the fliop. Their livery, I thought, I 
had before fcen -, and upon looking from 
the window, I perceived the fame upon a 
coachman belonging to a carriage, which I 
imtpediatcly recoUefted to be Lord Or- 
ville's. 

Fearing to be known, I whifpered Mift 

Branghton not to fpeak my name. Had I 

confidered 
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conGdercd but a moment, I (hould have 
been fenfible of the inutility of fucha cau- 
tion, fmce not one of the party call me by 
any other appellation than that ofCouJin, or 
oi Mifs; but I am perpetually involved in 
feme diftrefs or dilemma from my own heed- 
leflhcls. 

This requeft excited very ftrongly her cu- 
riofity % and (he attacked me with fuch ea- 
gernefs and' bluntnefs of enquiry, that I 
could not avoid telling her the reafon of 
my making it, and, confequtfntly, that I 
was known to Lord Orville : an acknow- 
ledgment which proved the moft unfortu- 
nate in the world % for ftie would not reft- 
till (he had drawn from me the circum- 
llances attending my firft making the ac-- 
quaintance. Then, calling to her fifter, flie, 
faid, " Lord, Polly, only think ! Mifs has 
danced with a Lord !" 

" "Well,*' cried Polly, " that's a thing I 
fhould never "have thought of ! And pray 
Mifs, what did he fay to you ?" 

This qucftion was much fooner afked' 
chan anfwered ; and they both became fo' 
very inquifitive and earneft, that they foon 
drew the attention of Madame Duval and 
the reft of the party, to whom, in a very 
fliort time, they repeated all they had ga- 
lijered frbm me. 

" GoodneG, then," cried young Brangh- 
ton. 
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ton, ** if I was Mifs, if 1 would Qot tiiake 
free with his Lordihip's coach to take nje 
to town." 

*' Why ay,"» faid the father, " there 
would be fome fenfe in that ; that would 
be making fome yfe of a Lord's acquaint- 
ance, for It would fave us coach-hire." 

" Lord, Mifs," cried Polly, " I wifti 
you would, for I fliould like of all things 
to ride in a coronet coach !" 

*' I promife you," faid Madame Duval, 
** I'm glad you've thought of it, for I don't 
fee no objection j— fo let's have the coach- 
man called." 

, *' Not for the world," cried I, very much 
alarmed, " indeed it is utterly impoflible." 

" Why fo ?" demanded Mr. Branghton v 
" pray where's the good of your knowing a 
Lord, if you're never the better for him ?" 

" Ma/oi, child," faid Madame Duval, 
" you don't know no more of the world 
than if you was a baby. Pray, Sir, (to 
one of the footmen,) tell that coachihin to 
draw up, for I wants to fpeak to him.** 

The man IVared, but did not move. 
, " Pray, pray. Madam," faid I,, " pray, 
Mr, Branghton, have the goodne^ to give 
up this plan; I know but very little of his 
Lordihip, and cannot, upon any account, 
taks fo great a liber^." 

!! Don't fay nothing about it," faid Ma- 
dunc 
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dame Duval, " for I fhall have it my own 
way : fo if you woh't call the coachman. Sir, 
I'll promifc you I'll call him myfelf." 

The footman, very impertinently, laugh- 
ed and turned upon his hrel. Madame Dut 
val, extremely -irritated,. ran out in the rain, 
and beckoned the coachman, who inftantly . 
obeyed herfummons. Shocked beyond all 
exprcflian* i flew after her, and entreated 
her with the utmoft earneftnefs^ to let us 
return in a hackney-coach :-^T-but oh \—t 
Ihe is impenetrable to perfuafion ! She told 
'the man Ihe wanted him to carry her di- 
re&ly to town, and that flie would anfwer 
for him to Lord Qrville. The man, with 
a fneer, thanked her, but faid he Ihould 
anrwei" for himfelfi and was driving off, 
when another footman came up to him, 
with information _that his Lord was gone 
into Kenfington Palace, and would not 
want him for an hour or two. 

*' Why then, friend," faid Mr. Brangh- 
ton, (for we were followed by all the party) 
*' where will be the great harm of your 
taking us to town ?". . 

" Befides," faid the fon, ** I'll promife 
you a pot of beer for my own fliare*" 

Thefe fpecches had no other anfwer from 
the cpachman than a loud laugh, which 
was echoed by the infolent footmen. I re- 
joiced at their reGftaoce, though I was cerr 

Vol. II. K tain. 
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tain, tbat if their Lord had wiinefTcd their 
iti^rtinence, they would have been in- 
itantly difmifltid his fervtce. 

" Pardii" cticd Madame Duva], " if I 
^on't think atl the footmen are the raoft im- 
pudenteft fellows in the kingdom ! But I'll 
promife you I'll have your mafter. told of 
your airs, Co you'll get no good by 'em." 

*' Why. pray," faid the coachtman,- mber 
alarmed, did my Lord give you leave to 
life the coach ?" 

. ** It's no matter for tbat," anfwered fbe % 
*' I*m fure if he's a gentletnao, he'd let ui 
have It fooner than w« Ihould be wee to th<t 
ikin : but I'll promife you he flialt know 
bow faucy you'vo been, for this young 
Itdy knows him very well." 

" Ay, that (he docs," feid Mif» P^ly j 
'■" and ihe's danced with him too*" 
- Oh- how I repented my- foolilh- mifraa- 
tiagement ! The men bit- their- lips, and 
]o^ed at. one another inlbnw- ccMifUfion. 
lEhis- was pcFceived . by bur- party, whoj 
takipgad«Baug& of ir,-protell;edth^ would 
write Lord Orville word of their ill beha- 
vJour without 4el»y. This quite- Itartled 
them, and .onc«f the foottnen of&re^ to run- 
to the palace- and aik bis Lord's permillion 
for our[ having' tbe> carriage. 

This propofal really made me tremblC's 

. aod cbeBra^Com aU hung back upoB it ; 

3 but 
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but Madame Duval is never to be difftiad- 
«d from a ArKenK (he has oace formed. " Dtf 
lb," Cried (he, " and gi*e tliis Child's com- 
pliments to your mafter, and tell him, as 
we ha'n't no coach here, we ftould be gtad' 
TO go juft as far as Holborn in his." 

No, no, no \** cried i j- " don't g(^— t 
know nothing of his Lordftiip,— I- fend ntf 
ilieffage,— I have nothing to fay to him !" 

The men, very much perplexed, coulif 
with difficulty reftrain themielvcs from re- 
ftiming their i:Tipcrtineflt mirth-. Madame 
Duval fcolded me very angrily, andtheri' 
defired them to go dirtily. * Pray, then," 
iaid the coachman, '* what name is to be 
given to my Lord ?'* 

** Anville," anfwered Madame DOval^' 
. '* tell him Mifs Anville wants the coach j 
the young lady he danced with once." 

I was really in an agony ; but the winds-* 
could not have been more deaf to me, than 
thofc to whom I pleaded I andrherefore the' 
ftjmfiian, urged- by- the Fcpeawd rhreafs of 
Madame Dtiva); and per+iaps recoilefting' 
th^name himfelf, a^uolly WenC to- the pa- 
lace wilji-this' ftrange meffagel 

He returned in a few minutes, and bow^' 
ing to mfe wih the greateft refpeft, faid, 
" My Lord- ddircs his compliments, and 
his carriagje wilt be always at Mifs AnviUe'a 
ftrykc^ 

K 2 I was 
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I was fo much afiefted by chis poliKners, 
and chagrined at the whole aiFair, that I 
could fcarce refrain from tean. Madame 
Duval and the Mifs Branghtons eagerly 
jumped into the coach, and deftred me to 
follow. I would rather have fubmitted to 
theicvereft punifliment ^-^ut all refi^tance 
was vain. 

During the whole ride^.I fatd not'a word ; 
however, the reft of the party were fo talk- 
ative, that my filence was very immateriaU- 
We ftopped at our lodging ; but whea 
Madame Duval and I ali^ted, the Brangh- 
tons alked if they could not be carried on, to. 
Snow Hill ? The fervants, now all civility, 

, made no objection. Remonftrances from 
me, would, I too well knew, be iruitleis ■, 
and therefore, with a heavy heart, I retired' 
to my room, and left chem to their own 

. diretftion. 

Seldom have I paflcd a night in greater 
uneafinefs :-rfo lately to have cleared my- ' 
felf in the good opinion of Lord Orvillc,— 
fo foon to forfeit it ! — to give him rea- 
fon to fuppoie I prefCimed to boaft of his 
acquaintance, — to publifti his having danc- 
ed with me J— to take with him a liberty I 
Ihould have bluOied to have taken with the 
mod intimate of my friends !— to treat with' 
luch impertinent freedom one who has Ho- 
noured 0V with fuch diftinguilhed refpe^ ! 
^indeed. 
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—indeed. Sir, I could have met *'th' no 
accident that wouid io cruelly have tor- 
mented me ! 

If fuch were, then, my feelings, imagine, 
—for I cannot defcribe, what I fuffered 
during the fcefie I am now going to write. 

This morning, while I was alone in the 
dining-roOm, young Branghton caUed. He 
entered with a moft important air, and 
ftrutting up to me, faid, ' Mils, Lord Or^ 
■viUe fends his complimenEs to you." 

" Lord OrvUlc ["—repeated I, pifjch a- 
mazed. , . . 

".Yes, Mifa, Lord Orvillei— for / know 
his Lordlhip now, as well as you.— And a 
very civil gentleman he is, for all he's a 
Lord." 

" For Heaven's fake»" cried I, " e:(jilain 
yourfelf." 

** Why you muft know, Mifs, ^ter. we 
left you, wemet with a Mttlc roisforwoei 
but I don*E mind it now, for it*« all turned 
out for the beft :. but, juft as we were a 
going up Snow -Hill, plump we come* 
lig^inft a cart, with fuch a jogg it almoit 
pulled the coach-wheel pff j however, tha;: 
iVt the worft, for as I went to open t!ie 
door in a hurry, a thinking the coach would 
be broke down, as iU-luck would have it, 
I never minded that the glafs was up, and 
K 3 iti 
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fo I.pokal my htad fairly iliFough it. Ontf 
fee. Mils, bow J've cut my forehead !" 

A much worfe accident to himfi^f, would 
not, I believe, at that Biomeijt, have given 
me any concern for him : howe««r, he prt^- 
ceeded with his account, for I was too much 
confounded to interrupt Kim. 

*' Goodnefs, Mifs, we were in fuch a 
fiew, us, and the fervants, and all, as you 
can't think ; for, befides the gUfs being 
broke, the coachman faid how the coocf 
would n't-be fale to go back raKenTuigton, 
So we did n't know what to do ; however, 
tfhe footmen faid thc^d -go and tUl Vn 
lx>Fdlhip what had happened. So ttwo^ 
«her erew quite uneafy, like, fey fear of hit 
Lordlhip's taking offence, and prejudking 
418 iQ our huiitien : fo he£ridLfe(»utd go 
this morning and afk his pardon, 'cwiftof 
having - broke the ^ia&. So ttiftji I afked . 
die footmen the direction, and diey uM 
me he lived in Berkeley-fquare » fo ttiic 
morning i went^^rand I foon jxsiind out the 
houfc." 

" You didi" cried I, quits out of ^reath 
with apprehenfion. 

" Yes, Mil's, and a vwy fine boale it k. 
Did you ever lee it ?" 

" No." 

" No !— why then, Mils, T know more 
of 
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©f his Lordfliip than yoii do, for all yoa 
knew him firft. So, when 1 came to the 
door, I was in a peck of troubles^ a think- 
ing what, I (houid fay to him; however* 
the fervanrs had no mind I (hould fee him,, 
ftrr diey Cold nie he was bufy, but I mighc 
leave my mefiagc. So I was juft a commg 
away, when I bethought myfelf to fay i 
come from you." 

" From me /^" 

" Yea, Mifs,>'^for you know why Ihouici 
I tiavc^eh t long walk-ax that for no- 
ttHHd f £9 I fays to the porter, fays i, teli 
1^ ijtK^iiap, fay« i-, tiix wanes to 4>^a4c 
n>4i^ bs comttt from one Mifs Anvifle, 
Jliyti.'» 

'* <3bod Odklj'^ cried U " «nd fey -what 
atitfcotiry 'diA y&v t&keftKh a liberty i'* 

" Goddnefti, Mift» dont be jn fiA-h « 
ik4tfrft for ybu'll be. as glad as me whe<A 
yitAl htsr hidw weJI it &li t\u-tied 'out. So 
then they mad6 wjiy for me, ind fiiid; 
hit LoFd^i^ would Ke me diredly ; and 
there I was led through fuch a heap of fcr- 
va&tSj and ib Ifiany rcAims, th^ my. heart 
quite Tni<gav?<iie y far t dMughc, tiiinks I^ 
he*4l be To )t>Toud hell Itardiy let me fpeak «. 
but he's no more pr6ud thcinJ am-, and lie 
was as civil as if I'd been a lord myfclf. 
So- then 1 faids 1 hoped" he would n't take 
it amifi about the iglafs^ for it was quite an 
K 4. accident ^ 
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accident; but he bid me not mention it, 
for it did n't fignify. And then he faid he 
hoped you got fafe home, and was n't 
frightened j and fo I faid yes, and I gave 
joar duty to him." 

. '* My duty to him !" exclaimed I, — 
*' "and who gave you leave ? — who defired 
you ?" 

" O, I did it of my own head,juft to 
make him think I came from you. But I 
fhould have told you before how the foot- 
' man faid he was going out of town to- 
morrow evening, and that his filter was foon 
to be married, and that he was a ordering. 
a heap of things for that ; fo it cpme 
-into my head, as he was fo afiabte, that I'd 
alk him for his cuftom. So I fays, fays I, 
my Lord, fays I, if your Lordthip i'n't en- 
iCaged particularly, my father b a filver- 
Imith, and he'd be very proud to &rve you,' 
fays I ; and Mtfs Anville, as danced with 
you, is his courm.andlhe's my coufm too, 
^nd Ihe'd be very much obligated co.you* 
I'm furc." 

" You'll drive me wild," (cried I, ftait- 
ing from my feat) *' you have done mc an 
irreparable injury ; — but I will hear ho 
more I"*^ and then I ran into my own 
room. 

I was half frantic, I really rayed ; the 
good opinion of Lord Or viUe leemed now 
t V . irretrievably 
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irretrievably loft : a faint hope, which inc 
the morning I had vainly encour^ed, that 
I might fee him again, and explain the 
tranfaftion, wholly vantfhed, now I found 
he was To fbon to leave town : and I could ~ 
not but conclude that, for the reft of my 
life, he would regard me as an obje^ of 
utter contempt. 

■ The very idea was a da^er to my heart ! 
—I could not fupport it, and— but I blafh 
to proceed-'-I fcar your difapprobatioo, yet 
1 jhould not be confcious of having me- 
rited it, but that the repugnance I kcI to 
relate to you what I have done, makes me 
fufpeft I muft have erred. Will you for- 
give me, if I own thiat I ^rji wrote aa 
account of this tranfaAion to Mifs Mir- 
van ?— and that I even thought of tonceal- 
tfig it from you ?— Short-lived, however, 
was the ungrateful idea, and foojier will I 
riflt the juftice of your difpleafure, than 
unworthily betray your generous confi- 
dence. 

* You arc now probably prepared for what 
faMows-^-which is a letter, — a hafty letter, 
that, in the height of my Station, I wrote 
to Li»xl OrviUe. 

" My Lord, 
. " J. am fo infinitely aihamed of the ap- 
plication made yefterday . fiar your Lord- 
K 5 fhip'a 
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'fliip'setrriag^ in nw n«me, and fb greatly 
fiiQcked at heariag how npuch it was injur- 
ed, that I cannot forbear writing a ^w 
lines, to clear myfelf from the imputacion 
cf an inipcrtinetice which I blufh to be 
ibfpeAed of, and to acquaint you, that the 
TCqueft for your carria|;e ffn^ made againft 
my confent,. and the vtHt with which you 
were importuoed tttis Engrning, withouc 
my knowledge, 

*' I aminexpreffibly concerned at having 
been the- inArument* however uinocently, 
of fo jsiuch trouble to your Lordftiip ; but 
I beg you to belifve, that reading thefe lines 
is the only part of. it wtucJt I have givea 
soIuAtarily. 

" I am, my Lord; 
.*' Your JU}rdlbip'.% o>oft hutnb^ ^enunt^ 
" EveuHA Ahviu.k.'*' 

I applied t9 the nuid <^ the houfe to get 
this note eonveyed .to Bakeky-ii^iMm 
but fcarce had I parted with it, before, i- Ms 
gretted having vrittcn at aU, and I was. 
Aying down ftain to recover it, wJWiB' thi 
voice of Sir CIem<itt Willou^^ Aopptd 
me. As Madame Duva] baa CKdered'wc 
jhould be der>ied to him, I vas obliged tO' 
xeiurn up flairs ; and after he 4asgone,my 
application was too late, as tbe naid Ikad 
girra it to a jpoTKr* . . .. , 
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Mjr time did not pafs very ftrencly while 
hfc was. gone j however, he brought me nO 
ah(wer,/but that Lord Orville was hot at 
homfc. Whether ot not ht wilt take the 
trouble to fend iny ;— or whfcther he will 
coridtftend to call j-^ar whcihch the affair 
1*111 reft as it is, I know not ;— ^but, in be- 
ing ignorant, am nioft cruelly anxious. 



LETTER. XXIV. 
E'uiHiui in coHtinuiUhii. 

YOXJ may how* my dear Sir, ftnd 
Mrs. Clinron for ybbr Evelina with 
as much fpued as fl» can ccm«riiehtlj' 
KHtkf the jouiuey,, for no further oppofy- 
, tioB wHI be made to her leaving this town^. 
lidppy bad it perhaps Bceh for her had ihe 
in^T entered it ! 

■rtii* ttidrmng Madame Hhival d«fired mt 
:|0 go KftSnoW-hilK with an inVitatbn i6 thb 
Xirai^htons and Mr. ' Smithy tb - fpCnd thfe 
evening with her : and (he d^flred M. IJfe. 
fio'ie, 'w'ftabr^akf^lted with us, waiciom~ 
|isny m*. I was very Onitining fo ob^ 
.hcTj as I neither x^s&aA to walk with M. 
Du Bois, nor yec to meet young BtanghcoA. 
■Am^kidted^ aif^cHer,^'d ^'htoee ^4(rei^ul' 
i' .■ K 6 '. reafoiv 
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reafon, added to my reluftancc,— for I 
thought it poflible that Lord Orville might 
icnd fome anfwer, or perhaps might call, 
during my abfence; however, I did not 
dare difpiite her commands. 

Poor M. Du Bois fpoke not a word dur- 
ing our walk, which was, I believe, equally 
unpLeafant to us both. We found all the 
family aJTcmbled in the Ihop. Mr. Smith, 
Ae moment he perceived me, addrcfied 
himfelf to Mifs Branghton, whom'-hc enter- 
tained with all the gallantry in his power. 
I rejoice to find that my conduct at the 
Hampftead ball has had fo good an efieA. 
But young Branghton was extremely 
troublefome, he repeatedly laughed in my 
■ face, and looked fo impertinently lignificatit, 
that I was obliged to give up my referve to 
M. Du Boist and enter into converlatioa 
with him, merely to avoid fuch boldnefs. 

"Mifs," faid,Mr. Branghton, "I'm 
forry to hear from my fon that you was n't " 
ftieakd mzh what we'did about that Lord 
OrvjUe i but 1 fhould like to koQW what 
it was you found fault with, fcM- we did atl 
forthe beft." -, - 

" Goodncfs 1" cried the fon, *' why if 
you*d feen Mift, you'd have becn.furprifcd 
— Ihe went out of the roGm quite in a 
huff, like;" 

^! it ts too Ute, now,** faid I> ' ' to r^cKt 
2 , upon 
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upon this fubjeft ; but, for the future, I 
tnuft take, the liberty to requeft, that my 
name may never be made ufe of without 
my knowledge. May I tell Madame Du- 
val that you will do her the favour to accepc 
her invitation ?" . 

. *' As to me, Ma*am,", faid Mr. Smith, 
*' I am much obliged to the. old lady, but 
I've no mind to be taken in by her ^ain ; 
you'll excufe me, Ma'am." . 

Alt the reft promifed to come, and I ^hen 
took leave : but £s I left the ih<^, I heard 
Mr. Branghton fay, " Take courage, Tom, 
Ihc's only coy." And, before I had walked 
ten yards, the youth followed. 

I was fo much offended that J would not 
look at hitn, but , b^;an to cohverfe with 
M. Du Bois, who was now more lirely chaa 
I had erer befiare fcai. him -, ibr, mofl: pn- 
fortunately, he milinterpreted the. reafon.<^ 
my attention to him. ., , 
. The firft intelligence I received 'when I 
came home, was, that. two gentlemen had 
balled^ and^l^t.cartfs..' I eagerly enquired 
for them, and reed the names of I^rd Or- 
yilfe ahd. Sir ClcHicnt .WiUoughby... I by 
no means regcnted -that I mi£fed ieeing the 
. Jatter, but. perhaps I may all my lif^ r^cet 
Jhat i miffed the former, for probably he 
has jiow left towrij-rand imay f^hia\no 
fODXai .. -..:- ;. ".■/. ■ : -■:-" ;. . .:. ■- . 
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" My goodiwft t" cried young Bran^- 
t&a, rudely locking over me, "only thtnic 
of that L-wd's cormng *\\ this way I it's my 
belief he'd got Ibfti* owi't- ready for fether* 
itnd i& he'd a mjntd xo ctAl and alk yoU ^ 
I'd told him the truth." 
. '* Pray, Betty," cried I, *' bow kmg has 
he betn gone ?'* 

" Not tvfo tninu«s, Ma^rft." 

*' Why then Til lay yw« mf wager/' 
faid yiuing Branghoorif "h^.lav yoiland 
I ft.w^ki:^ up HdlbornHia!" 

"God fotbid!" cried I^ irtjpKi«itly ^ 
wd, CDO mtich chdgrlncd ttifacar witfi any- 
more of his mmarkfi, I ran vp ftwra ; \aut 
1 heard tafrA i»f tti M. tX* B<m, ^' Mifir is 
Ibi^/^ thtemnnn^ that I dnk I hsd 
tener odt^fpnlc «» toct-ii^iiih/', 

I wifli M. Du bob had cdcen ihei fiitni 
Kratuctoni but hecbofe to fdiloir me mol 
the dtning-room, which we ^mnd empty. 
: " yciit m Feiintziim ftti mgarfejt^ X£a- 

i '^Mo!" criedi 1,, "fiO, IdinftKwr 
Aw 1 'wuj^flpftcli athtor ! 

fiifigtn^ JiitnAlf dt Mt fSMty te kudjoft 
««aght itty. hand, a nie deor wtii <^iHd 
by Madcum Duval. 

c-:KbkAi^t KBd''With.nntihs .(tf'gttihy icetu 
fuiioa la his face^ he arofe y but cm M^ 
"i-- " ■ ■ . oC- 
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oftfafttUdy quite UTMiaed mc) a^'vaocing- 
to tV ittr^ftting M. Du Bob, (he began, 
in French, w ttrack w^i(h her extreme 
'WFJUJi >nd wonderful volubility -iilmoO; ren- 
dered umiiKil^l^ 1 yet I under(tx>Qd bu& 
too much, fincc her rcproachefi convinced 
me ihe had berfclf propoiied beiog the obje<ft 
of his affe£lion. 

He-dt^&od<d hlmlelf in a weak and eva- 
(iv« nnmcTi: tnd upon her commanding- 
him ftom her.fight, very itadily withdrew : 
and then', w'^h yot greater violence, ftie 
upbraided me with hivins fediiced his heart, 

protefted fhe would neither take me to 
Paris, n,(V,9Ry mg|^ ijirejeft herfctf in my 
aSairs, unlefs I would inftantly agree ta 
marry youog BF^g}imf»; . : , 

Frightened as I had been at her vehe- 
metiMv thlsl{>fO[Dibfal reftored atl my cou- 
sa^ y aod I frankly told ker that in t^ic 
potnci nevet could obey -ber. More irri- 
catfd tiiaia:^very ^-oi^efltd mo to i^utt th^ 

mf». M- . ■ ■■ 

Svch' is.tbepFfifent Uttnuuiaof anairs. I 
ftal^occufb.m^eli'^Foai fe«iag tbe Braogh* 
lon# thU af^rnootv : iBdeed». I never wiflk 
«» (oe thern again. I ttm fony,:'h9wever 
loaocaitly^ wk X have .dii^leoled Madj^n* 

' ' Win 
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tain one pcrlbn I ever wifh to ^in meet. 
Had I but feen L(Hd Orvillej I fbould 
regret nothing: I could then have more 
fully explained what I fo haftily wrote j 
yet it will always be a pleafure to me to re- 
coiled that he calkd, fince I flatter myfelf 
it was in confequence of his being fatisfied 
with my letter, 

- Adieu, my dear Sir ; the time now ap- 
proaches when I hope once more to receive 
your bklTing, and to owe all my joy, ^1 my 
ha'ppinefs to your kindnefs^ 



LETTER XXV, 

M-. VtiUtrs to SveUna. ' < 

Benji Hill, Jalj 7. 

WELCOME, thrice' welcome, 'my 
darling Evelina, to the am™ of the 
triieft, riie- fbndeft of ^ounfnends ! Mrs." 
Clintpn, who fhaU haften to you with-thde 
lmeS,wifl<:ondB€b yoii direSly hkher, for 
I can cotHriit nb longer 10 he pancd from 
the' child of my bofom-J— tHticomfbrt of 
my age !--^he fweet {blart of- all my-infir- 
mities f Yowr worthy fnends' at .Howsrtl 
Gi«wmuft|)ardc(n me tliati h}b thttti of 
tfie>ifit7di»prop(^dtoiiwke'ckeEB b^re - 
■ ' your 
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your return t6 Berry Hill, for I find my 
fortitude unequal to a longer reparation, 
. I have' much to fay to you, many com- 
ments to make upon your late letters, feme 
partsof which give mrno little uneafinefs •, 
but I will referve my remarks for our fu- 
ture converfations. Haften, then, to the 
fpot of thy nativity, the abode of thy youth,- 
where never yet care or Ibrrow had power 
to annoy thee j — O that they mi^ht ever be 
banifhed this peaceful dwellingl ; 

- Adieu,mydeareft£velinat Ipraybutthat 
thy r&tisfaftFoh at our approaching meeting,) 
may bear any compArtfan' with muie I 

• Arthur Villars. 
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Evelina to Mip Mxraan. 

'^trrj Hill, Jul; 14. 

MY fweet Maria will be much fur- 
prifed, and, T am willing to flatter 
^ylelf, concerned, when, inftead of her 
friend, fhe receives this letter ;— this cold, 
this inanimate letter, which will but iU ex- 
^refs the feelings of the heart which indites 

. When I wrote to you laft Friday,.! was 
in 
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HI houdy txpeftatiMi of fiftiog Mrs.<riin^ 
ton, with whom I intended fo have let out 
for Howard Grove j Mrs. Cliwoft ciirtic» 
but my plan was n€txSJitiif' altered, ^or Aie 
brought tne a lettev— the fweetell thac«ver 
w«s pcaned, from «he beft aod luncteft friend 
t-hac ever orphan v»s bicft wiilhi requiring 
my inamediftte auendaiKe at Berry Hill. 

I obeyed,— and pardon me if I -owb 1 
obeyed without rekK^UncCf after To tons ft 
feparation, fhould I not c)fe haV« ^eefi uie 
qooft «iigMWflil Df tatmcUii i^*~Ani ytt^— 
ok M«na i Hn^v^ I mfiitd 1»>uv« Lm^ 
doo, thedNCtJtoKiwM «|rwflt«S(*vled 
me tio iM|)()iBe& J «)d though I felt an 
impatience inexpreOiblc to return hither, 

vinds of heart with which I made the jour- 
ney. I ^tieve ■yo'* ""'*"' ^ hardi^ have 
known mej — indeedj I hardly know my- 
felf. Perhaps'ted 1 ftrtt ft*1l j^ff*, in your 
kind and fympathizing bofom I might have 
vcrttUPttS m lia« Tepofed every fecret of 
my foul } and thta— but l^lt aoc puKut rci$ 
journal. . ' 

Mm. ClfDttm de^vtofcd MBriameDuVEt a. 
letteriTom Mr. VHIa»^^vhich nqnellaiiter 
iMve for tny reiunit ai^i'lndon), it wat 
very readily .accorded i yet, when • flie- 
found, by my wiliingnefs to quit town, that 
M. Du Bois was tesrUy indinntitt ta the,. 
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£he fomewhat foftenod ki *ny favour, and 
declared that, but for iptaniftmg his folly 
in thiol^ng of fuch t dnld, ihe would not 
httfc coofented to my being again .buried in 
the oouotrr* 

All 'iihe iBrsnafbJenis caHed to take ievm 
ofme^ but f .w»l mc 'write..* word more 
about theiln ^ indeed I cannot wit^ any ba~ 
cience chink of chat ^Wnily, to whole for- 
wardness and impertinonce is owing all the 
uncafmefs I at this owmnt fufivr } 

So ^vat VM like depTclEon <9(. my ipu^its 
nponrittfORd, chatit wuwiijk'dtffionlctr I 
cmM iperfittffe ^ irarthy Mrt. CliBfem .( 
WM MC iU : but aiai, the gtuatmn of tqf 
oaiBd ■was inch ju imaid hawe nwderod aoy 
mtrp koi&y pfin, bj companGiMi, enm tn* 
vii*lel . . : . 

And yec, when we arriyed at BtttyH^ 
•*<wlwB the dttife Aqpfiiad at thi»f)iaKX,^— 
how did my heart throb vfiA jayH Aod.* 
w^n, thjnu^.tke window, I beheld the 
doireil, the toofl: vcfterable Gf men, with 
uplifted ttatids. returoin^ as I doiAt not, 
tnankt for my. fafe arnval,— good <iiodli 
I -thinlghi it iwould have bupft my bo* 
fom!— I opened .the -chaife-doar my- 
fclf. I flew.Tfor aty feet did not tetm to 
touch chc .ground,— into the parlour ^ he 
had rifen to meet me, but the moment I 
appeared, he funk tnco his chair, uttering 
with 
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with a deep figh, though his face beamed 
with delight. My God, I thank thee !'* 

I fpning forwanl, and with a pleafure 
that bordered upon agonjr, I embraced his 
knees, 1 kiffed his hands, I wept over them, 
but could not fpeak : while he, now raifing 
his eyes in tbankfijlners towards heaven, 
now bowing down his reverend head, and 
folding me in his arms, could (carce arti- 
culate the bleflings with wBich his kind and 
benevolent heart overBowed. 
' O Mifs Mirvan, to be fii beloved by the 
beft of men,— Ihould I not be happy ?-* 
Should I have one wife iavc that of merit- 
ing his goodnefs ?— Yet think me not un- 
g;rateful \ indeed I . am not, although the 
Hitemal fadnefs of my. mind unfits me, at 
prefent, for enjoying as I ought theboun- 

ties of Providence. 

- I cannot joumalife ; cannot arrange my 
ideas into onler. 

How little has fituatlon to do with hap- 
pinefs 1 I had flattered myfelf that, when 
xeftored to Berry Hill, I fliould be reftored 
to tranquillity : far otherwife have I found 
it, for never yet had tranquillity and Eve- 
lina fo little intercourfe. 
■ I blufti for what I have written. Can 
you, Maria, forgive my gravity ? but I re- 
train it fo much and fo painfully in the 
prefence of Mr. Villars, that I know not 
how 

„,..„,C,ougIo 
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how to deny myfelf the ccmfolation of inr 
dulging it to you. 

Adieu, my dear Mifs Mirvan. 

Yet one thing I muft add t do not let the 
ferroufners of this letter deceive you ; do not 
impute to a vrong caufe the melancholy I 
confefs, by fuppoung that the -heart of your 
friend mourns' a coo great fuffieptlbility ; 
□0, indeed I believe me it never was^ never 
can be, more aiTuredly her own than at this 
moment. So witnefs in all truth. 

Your affi:6tionate 

Evelina. ' 

You will, make my excules to the ho< 
noured Lady Howard, and to your dear, 
mother. 



LETTER XXVIL 

' Evelina in continuatim. 

Berry Hill, Julyii. 

YO U accufe me of myftery, and charge 
me with referve : I cannot-doi^t buc 
I muft have merittd the accufation 1— yet^ 
to clear myfelf, — you know not how pain- 
ful will be the talk; But I cannot refift 
your kind entreaties, — indeed* I do not, 
wifh to refill them,, for your friend^ip and 
affeftion 
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aScG^a will foottie tny chagrin. Had it 
arifen from any other taufe, not a momoic 
would I tMve deferred tho communteation 
you afle-,"»^t, as ic is, I would, were it 
poflible, not only coneeal ic Irotn all' the 
world, bue endeavour to diftyelieve' it my- 
fclf. Tet, fince 1 mufi' tell you, why trifle 
with your in)patiencc ? 

I know not how to cOme to the poiRt ; 
twenty times have I atten^Mwl it in vain j— 
but I willow myfelf to proceed. 

Oil,- Mifs Mirvan, could you ever have 
believed, that one who feemed formed as a 
pattern for his fellow-creatures, as a model 
of perfeftion,— 5Me wholfe elegarxx furpat 
fed all defcription, — whofe fweeenef» t4 
manners difgraced aU comparifon,— Oh, 
Wift Mirvan, CDutdyoireverhave telteved 
that Lord OrviUe would have irested me 
with indignity ? 

Never, never again will I truft to appear- 
ances,— never confide in my own weak 
judEment,T—never believe that perfon to be 
g0(w» who'feems to be amiable ! What cru^ 
maasms' are *e taught' by a- knowledge ■ rf 
thewdrid!— Kit- while my own reflediAs 
^ortJ' mei I ftrget you are .ftiH' in fu& 
pence, . ■ 

1 had juft fiBifted the Uft letter which T 

wrote to you fl-om Ilondon; when the maid 

rf the hoofc brought- inea note. It was 

given 
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givcft 10 her, ftie faid, by a footman, who 
told her he-wquldr call' the next day' £qt an 
anTwaF, 
This note,— but let it fpeak for itfclf. 

■ " 7« Mifs AnviUe. 
" With tranfpoFt, melt charming of thy 
fcK, did I read the letter with which you 
yefterday moraing feve«red me. I am forry 
the-affair of the carriage Ihould have given 
yoB anyconcern, but I:am higMy flattered* 
by the anxiety you exprefs fo kindly. -' 'Be* 
lieve me, my lovely- girl, I am truly ftn- 
fible of the honour of your good opinbn, 
and feel myfdf deeply penetrated with love 
and gratitude; The obrrefpondence you 
have To fweetly commenced I Ihall be proud 
of continuitigi and \ hope the ftrong^ fenfc ~, 
r have- ofthefavour you do mCj will pre* 
vent younwiEhdtaWing it. Ailbre-yourfelf 
that I defire nothing- more ardently, than 
fO' pour forth- my thanks- at your- ftx-t, and 
to ofibr-ihofe vow»w4lichare fo juflly, tha 
tribute <^' y<mr cHarms and- accomplifh- 
. 'meats. Iti, vohP' next, F entreat you- to 
floquaim tne-how'lohgyouiihaU remain in 
rown. The fervant whom"! ftia3lcommiil 
fion to cell for an' anfwer, has orders to ride 
poft with-iEto mci My impatience for his 
arrival will be- very great>. though* infinior 
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to that with which I burn, to tell you, in 
perfon, bow much I am, my Tweet girl. 
Your grateful admirer, 

Orvillb." 
"What a letter! how has my proud heart 
fwelled every line I have copied 1 What I 
wrote to him you know ; tell me then, my 
dear friend, do you think it merited fuch 
an luifwer F—uid that I have defervedly in- 
curred the liberty he has taken ? I meant 
nothing' but a fimple apology, which I 
thought as much due to my own character, 
as to nis \ yet, by the conftru<^ion he feems 
to have put upon it, ihouM you not have 
imagined it contained the avowal of fenti- 
ments which might, indeed, liave provoked 
his contempt ? 

: The moment the letter was delivered to 
me, I retired to my -own room to read it, 
and fo eager was my Brfl perufat, that,— 1 
am afhamed to own it gave me no fenfation 
but of delight* Unfu^icious of any im- 
propriety fram Lord Orville, I perceived 
not immediately the impertinence it im- 
plied,— I only . marked ttie expreOions of 
his own regard ; ^d I was fo much fur- I 
prifed, that I was unable, fca feme time^ 
to compofe myfelf, . or read ic agaio,— I 
could only walk up and do,wn the. room, 
repeating to myfelf, " Good; God, is it 
poffible i 
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foflible ? — am I, then, loved by Lord 
prville?" 

But this dream was foon over, and I 
awoke to far different feelings ; upon a 
fecond reading, I thought tvery word 
changed, — it did not feem the fame letter, 
■^-I could not find one fentence that I could 
look at without blufhing: my aflonifhmenC 
was extreme, and it was fucceeded by the 
utraoft indignation. 

If, as I am very ready to acknowledge," 
I_ erred in writing to Lord Orville, was it 
few him to punifli the error ? If he was of- 
fended, could he not have been Olent ? If 
he thought my letter ill-judged, Ihould he 
not have pitied my ignorance ? have con- 
fidered my youth, and allowed for my in- 
experience. 

Oh Maria, how have I been deceivedjn 
this man ! Words have no power to tell the 
high opinion I had of him ; to that was 
owing the unfortunate folicitude which, 
prompted my writing,— a folicitude I muft 
for ever repent ! 

Yet perhaps I have rather reafon to re- 
joice than to grievcj fince this affair has 
Jhewn me his real difpofition, and removed 
that partiality, which, covering his every 
imperfedlion, left only his virtues and good , 
tjualities expofed to view. Had the decep- 
tion continued much longer, had my mind 

yoi. 11. L received 
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deceived any additiona! prejuSRce in hk 
/avour, who knows whither my tniftakcb 
■ideas might have led me ? Indeed I fear I 
■was in greater danger than 1 appreh'ended, 
"■or can now think of withoat trembling,-* 
rfOT oh, if this ^reak heart of mine had been 
tKnetrated with t6b dftp ah imptt&bn^ 
■Jirs merit,-^my peace and happinds had 
btcn loft for evirl 

I would fain encourage more chearfid 
thoughts, fain drive from roy mind the me- 
lancholy that has taken polIeflkAi of it,-^ 
but I cannot fucceed ; for, added to thie hu- 
miliating feelings which ib powtfrfijlly op- 
yrefs me^'I have jct another cailfc of con- 
■cern •,— alas, my dear Maria, I have broken 
the tranquillity of the heft of men 1 

' I have never had the courage to Ihew hito 
this cruelle^ter : I could not war fo greatly 
to depreciate in his opinion, one whom I 
' had, with infinite anxiety, raffed in it my- 
felf. - Indeed, my firft determination was to 
confine my chagrin totally to my own bo- 
fom i but your friendly enquiries have 
drawn it frofn me ; and now I with I had 
ifriade no cortcealment from the bciginnin^, 
"iince I knoyr not how to accdunt fbr a gra- 
"vi^ which not all my endeavours can eil- 
'tirely hide or feprefs. 

My great^ appfehenfion is, kft he 

&ouhl imagine that n^ refldenoe In JJin- 

, "doa 

D.5„:s.., Google 
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don has given me a didafte to the country^ 
Every body I fee takes notice of my being 
ottered, and looking pale aod in, . I Ihoulq 
be veiy indlfibrent to all fuch obfervations. 
did I not perceive diat they draw Mpon mb 
the eyes of Mr. Viliars, which glifteh 'with 
iffic^iuiiate cwicem. 

This jnoTAing, in fpeaklng of my Loii« 
don expedition, he mentioned Lord Or- 
ville, I fell fo much diCturbed, that I 
would inftantly have changed the fubjeft 5 
but he wotrid AOt «lIow me, and, very un- 
CXpoSedlyi he began his panegyric, extpl- 
Jing, in ftrong terms, his man^ and ha- 
nourable behaviour in regard to the Mary* 
bone adventure. My cheeks glowed ^ith. 
indignation every word he fpoke j-r-fo lately 
as I nad myfcif fancied him the noblcft c«F 
his fex, now that I was fo well convin<Jed of 
my miftake, I could not bear to hear his 
undefervcd praifes uttered b^ one fo really 
good, fo unfufpefting, £0 ptire of heart ! 

"What he thought of my ftlence and un- 
eafinefs I fear to "know, but I hope he wiH 
mention the fubjeft no more. I will not, 
however, with ungrateful indolence, give 
way to a fadnefs wnidh I find infedious to 
him who merits the moft chearful exertion 
of 'my fpirits. I am thankful that he has 
forborne (6 probe my wound, and I will 
cadcavour to heal -it by the coafcioafnels 
L 2 that 
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that I have not deferved the indignity I have 
received. Yet I cannot but lament to -find 
myfelf in a world fo deceitful, where we 
muft fufpeft what we fee, diftruft what we 
hear, ana doubt even what we feel I 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Eveitna in tontimtaiton. 

Berry Hill, Juljr 19. 

I Muft own myfelf fomewhat diftreflcd 
how to anfwer your raillery : yet believe 
ftje, my dear Maria, your fuggeftions' arc 
thofc oijancft not of truth, lam uncon- 
fcious of the weaknefs you fufpeft ; yet, to 
difpcl your doubts, I will animate mylelf 
more than ever to conquer my chagrin, and 
CO recover my fpirits. 

You wonder, you fay, fince my btart 
takes no part in this affair, why it Ihould 
majte me fo unhappy ? And can you, ac- 

yuainted as you are with the high opinion 
entertained of Lord Orville, can you 
wonder that fo great a difappointment in 
his character Hiould a^eft me } indeed, had 
fo ftrange a letter been fent to me from am 
body, it could liot have failed Ihocking me ; 
how much more fcnlibly, then, mufl: I feel 
fuch 
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fijch an affronf, when received from the 
man in the world 1 had imagined leaft ca- 
pable of giving it ? 

You are glad I made no reply -, aflure 
yomfelf, my dear friend, had this letter 
been the moft rcfpcitful that could be writ- 
ten,' the clandcftinc air given .to' it, by his 
propofal of fending his fervant for my aft- 
liyer, inftead of having it direfl:ed,tp hi* 
houfe, would eff*a:ually have preyefitftd my 
;writing. Indeed, I have an averfion the 
moll: lincere to all myfteries, all private 
aAiops 1 however foolimly and bUn^eably, 
in regard to this letter, I have deviated from 
the open path which, from my earlieft in- 
fancy, I was taught to tread. 

He talks of my having eoritmenced a tor* 
' refpondence with him ; and could 4^ord Or^ 
viDe indeed believe I had fuch a defign ? 
bflieve me fo forward, fo bold, fo ;fl:r|u)gely 
ridiculous? I knpw not if his man <#U^ 
or not, but I rejoice that I quitted Londesi 
before he came, and without leaving anjf 
melTage for him. What, indeed, could 4 
have laid P it would have been a conde^ 
fcenfion very unmerited to have taken anjj, 
the leaft notice of fuch a letter. _ ; 

Never ftiall I Ceafe to wonder how h,e 

could write it. Oh, Maria, what, wha^ 

could induce him fo caufelefsly to wound 

and afiVont one who would foooer have died 

L 3 than 



'94« EVELINA. 

than witfully offended ii»"?— How mortU 
fytng a fKcdom of ftyle ! how cruel an im-^ 
plication conveyed by his tbanis^ mA ex- 
Itrcflions of gratitude ! Is it not ^oniffiin?i 
ttiftt any man can apptar fo modeft, who is 
£^ vain ? 

■ Every hour I regret the fecrecy I hav* 
obfetved with my ocloved Mr. Villara ; I 
know not what bewitched mCi but I fett. 
itt'firft, a repugnance to publilhing this af* 
fair that I could not rurniount,-^and now^ 
. I Bm afhamed of confHHne that I have any 
thing to confefs I Yet I deferve to bt pu- 
nitHed for the falfe delicacy which occafion- 
ed my filencc; fince, if Lord Orville him- 
felf was contented to forfeit his chara^r* 
was it for me, almoft at the expence of my 
Dwt), to fupport it ? 

Yet I believe I Ihould be very cafy, now 
tii^ firft fhock is over, and now that I &e 
the whole afl&ir, with the refentment it me- 
rits, did not all my good friends in this 
heighbourhood, who think me extremely 
titered, teaze me about my gravity, and tor- 
ment Mr. Villars with obfervations upon 
iny dejcftion, and falling away. The fub- 
ie£t is no fooner flatted, than a deep gloom 
overfpteads his venerable countenance, and 
he looks at me with a tendernefs fo melan- ' 
tholy, that I know not how to endure the 
confcioufnefs of exciting Tti' 

' Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sclwyti, a lad/, of ]are;e fortune^ 
i^bo fives ahogt three miles from Beny 
|iUl, and who has always honoured me 
'Vfixii very diftinguifliing marks of regard^ 
is going, in a (hart tim*, to Briftol, and 
has pr^pofed to Mr- ViUars to take me with 
II^, for the recovery of my healthi He 
ftsmiai veiy amph diltrefled whether to con- 
ftnf oc re(iiiet-iiv^^,> without a^j hcQta-: 
. t^Q^, ijirjrn^y pppqftd the fchcnic, proteft- 
ifg myh^Ith could nq where be better 
*b%H ip; this^ pure ajr. _ H? had the good- 
q^. ^0 tbaql^ EEie f^r this rcadinefs to Aay 
with Hitni : biit he is all goodnefs ! Oh that 
it vtrc in my power to pe, indeed, what in ■ 
ihfi i^indads of his heart he has called me, . 
thp cptpioti 9f his 3gp^ and folace of hi^. 
infirmines ! 

Ncvcf do 1 wijh to be again feparated 
from him. If here I am grave, clfewhere 
\ Ihould be unhappy. In his prcfence, with 
a" very little exertion, all the chearfulnefs of 
my difpofitipn fcenis ready to return ; the - 
benevolence of his countenance reanimates, , 
the harmony of his temper compofcs, the 
purity of his chara^er pdifies mc ! I owe to 
hini every 'thingi ^nd, far from finding my 
debt of gratitude a weight, the firft pride, 
fifft pdeafure of my life is the recoUedion 
of the, obligations conferred upon -me by ^ 
gopdfle|s founequalled. 

.L 4 ■ Once, 
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Once, indeed, I thought there exifteii 
another,— who, when time bad wittteredi^er 
bis Iccks^ would have Oione forth among his 
fellow- creatures, with the fame brlghtne£c 
of worth which dignifies my honoured Mt*. 
Viliars j a brightnefs, how fuperior in value 
to that which refults from mere quicknefj 
of parts* wit, or imagination ! a brightnefs, 
which, not contented with merely diffijfing 
fmiles, and gaining admiration from < the 
fallies of the Tpirits, rcfledts a real and a 
glorious luflre upon all mankind 1 Oh how: 
creat was my error { how ill did I judge"! 
Eow cruelly have I been deceived ! 

I will not go to Briftol, though Mn. 
Selwyn is very urgent with me i— but I de- 
fire not to fee any more of the yirorld j the 
few months I have already .pafled in it, 
have fufficed to give me a difguft even to 
its name. 

I hope, too, I ihall fee Lord Orville no 
more ; accuftomed, from my firft know- 
ledge of him, to r^rd him as a bti^ Ju- 
^erior to bis race^ his prcfence, perhaps, 
might banifh my refentmtrnr, and I might . 
forget his ill condudt,— for oh, Maria !-— 
! ftiould not know how to fee hard Or^lle 
•—and to think of difpleafure ! 

As a fitter I loved him,— I could have 

Cntrufted him with every thought of my 

heart,^ had he deigned to wife my confi- 

' * ■ dcnce 1 
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"Sencei fo ftcadydid I think his honour^ fe 
femimne his delica(;y, and fo amiable: his 
nature! I have a thoufand times. iro^tijed 
[that the whole ft'udy of his life, andi^olc 
purport of his reftcdions, tended fqlely' ^ 
the good and happlnefs of othcrs:-T-bgt J 
will talk,— write,— think of him nomore^ 
- Adieu^ my dear friend I ^j ',> 



LETTER XXIX/ " ^ 
EveltMa in centinuatieit- ' ' ' 

Berry Hill) kagtiStCr' 

you complftin of my filence, my 'dear 
Mifs Mirvan> — but what havt I tt> 
write? Narrative does not offer.rior doas- 
a rively imagination fupply the deficiency. 
I have, however, at prefent, fuificient mat- 
ter for a letter^ in relating, a conversation 
I had yefterday with Mr. villars,-- . 

Ourbreakfaft had beenthe moftcfiearful 
we liave' had ifiuce my return hither; and,, 
when it was bvei-,, he did not,, as ofua!, re- 
tire to his ftudy, bot Continued to convcrfc ■ 
with' me while I worked. We might, pro^ 
bably, have paffed all the morning thus fo- 
ciably,'bl]t ;for the, entrance of a feraier,, 
• Is 5 who» 
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who came to ftJictt advice conceralng iome 
dbmcftic afisirs. They withdrew together 
mm the ftudy. 

' Thi mometit 1 was alone^ my Ibiritsi 
^l0d' me; the exercioD with vntich I had 
4uppurted them, had fatigued toy mind : I 
duf>g>««ay my work, and, leading my arms 
on the table, gave way to a train of difa- 
greeable reflections, which, burfting froni- 
Aff rFfVrainr rhar had fbathcrcd them, filled 
me with unufual fadnefs. 

This- was my ituatjpn, when, looking, 
towards the door, which was open, T pcr^- 
ceived Mr, Viljars, who was earnellly re- 
garding me. "" Is Farmer Smith gone. Sir ?**' 
cried' J* ih^^ily ri^g, and fnatching up my. 
-wfltt'k.., 

* X)on't let me difturb you," faid he^. 
Y i "I will go ^ain to my ftqdy." 
Vill you. Sir ?— I was in hopes you. 
were coming to fit here.". 

; " In hopes!— and why, Evejina, fhould 
yoH hope it ?" 

Thip-queftion was fo untxpeftcd, that t 
. fcnew .not how to anfwer it j hur, as I faw 
he was movir^ away, I folloWed, and.'bcgi 



him to return. " No, my. dear, no," iwd 
■hc» with a forced fmile, I only interrupt 
jiour mediutions." 

Again I knew not what to fay; and while 

I icfitatcd^ he retired,. My hwri was with. 

him^ 
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him^ but I had sot the courage to follow. 
The idea of an explanation, brought en in 
fo ferioHs a mariner, frightened me, I re- 
c'oUe^d the ijiferencejatf had drawn froni 
my uneafinefs, an^ I feared that he might, 
ipake a fuHilar iijtcrpretation. 

Solitary and thoughtful, t palled thJe r£{l. 
of the morning in piy own room. At ^n- 
ner I ag^in attempt^ to be chearful ; but. 
Mr. Villars himfelf was grave, .and I ha^'. 
not fufficjeijt fpirits to fupport a converfa-' 
tlpo merely by my own effprts. As fooa- 
^ dinner was bver, he took a book, and I 
valked to the window. I believe I remain-- 
ed hear an hour in this I^tuation. Al{ my 
^oughts were directed to confidering how I 
might difpel the doubts which I appre-- 
bended Mr^ Villars b,ad formed, without - 
acjciwwfedgihg a circumftance which I had; 
iuffi;re(^ fo much- pain merely to conceal,. 
But, while 1 was thus planning for the fu- 
ture, I forgpt the preient ; and To int?nt . 
was I uport the fubjed whicji occupied me, . 
that the grange appearance of my unufual. ' 
inactivity anoc^trenje thoughtfulnefi, ne- . 
ver Qcc?rTed to me. . But wrien, at laft, t 
recoUei^ed nriyfelf, and turned tound, I faw- 
that RJr- Villars, who had parted witli his ■ 
bpo.k," 't^^ wholly eJigrqffed in attencjing , 
tQ,.nj,c,., f ^^txa frpi|i.;ny teyeFie, antC, 
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Hardly knowing what I faid, afked if he haii : 
been reading ?. ' 

He pauf<^ a moment, and then replied, 
** Yes, my child v— a book that botn af- ' 
fliib^and perplexes me!" 

He means mtf thought I ; and therefore 
I made no anfwer. 

** What if we read it together ?" conti- 
nued he» " will you affift ific to clear its 
obfcurity ?" ' 

I knew not what to fay, but I fighed^ 
involuntarily, from the bottom of my heart. 
, He rofe, and, approaching me, faid, with; 
eflwtion, " My child, I can no longer be 
a filent witnefs of thy forrow, — is notify 
forrow tny forrow ? — and ought I to be a 
ftranger to the caufe, when I & deeply fym- 
pathife in the cffeft?" . 

" Caufe, Sir !" cried I, greatly alarmed, 
•* what caufe ?— I don't Kriow,-^I can't 
ttll_I— " 

*' Fear not»" faid he, kindry, ** to un- 
bofom thyfelf to nie, my dearefE Evelina %_ 
ppcii lo me thy whole hearty— jt cad have 
BO feelings for which I will not' make al- 
lowance. Tell mc, therefore^ what it is 
that thus afflicts us both, and whb knowsi 
but 1 may fuggcft fome means of 'relief ?" 

** You are too, too good," cried I, ^at- 
I7 embarraflcd J "butjndeed I know not 
«hac you mean." '' " 

D5...0., Google 
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*'I fee," faid he,' " it is painful Co yoH- 
TO fpeskt fuppofe thenj 1 endeavour i& 
fare youby ■gueffing?'' ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

- ** Impoflibic ! imppffible!" cried ly ea- 
gerly, no one. living could ever guefv 
ever fuppofe—" I flopped abruptly j for 
I then -fecollefted'l waS acknowledging 
fomcthing wtfj to be gucffcd : however, he. 
Noticed 'not' my-miftaKe. 

*' Atleaft let me try," anfwertd' he, mild- 
ly ; " perhaps I may be a betttr diviner 
than yoii imagine : ti I guefs every thin« 
that is probable, furely I muft approach 
near the real resfon. Be honeft, than, my. 
love, and fpcak without referve,— does noc 
the country, aftel' fo much gaiety, foraiich 
variety, does it riot appear infipid aqd' tire* 
fome?"' :.'..,• 

"T^o, indeed! I lovcicmoreithaniver,' 
andmote than ever da' I wilh X'had ncvtr, 
never quitted it,!" ■ 

" Oh my child ! that I had- not pfer- 
niitted the 'journey ! My ^udgmenti -alieays 
6ppofed'it, bat rfiy'rcCtfldtion wasrtBcjiii^ 
sgainftpcrfiiafion.** ' ' ;■:. r. i . , ,.•, ,■ . . 
• "I blufh, ]ndeed,"""CTi«i I', ." to Tccoln 
left my earneftnefs j— biit I htve bien my 
own puniftierr* 

* '* It is too late, now," anfwcred he, **"t9 
fcfleft.upon ftisftibjeft-, let us endeavwif 
U) avoid- itpetttaticci.&f-'die' time to cbncj 

* •■ ■■ ami 
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and we IMl not luLvptnp^vhifomfW'pi'is 
tottw inftwajori.'V ■ T^BA fca^flig Wmfcl^ 
and making me fit by bim, hie cosifJn\icd r 
** I idu|l 9pw guds ag^in ; perli^s yon' 
negm the loft (tf tbofi? friend^, yo^^I^ew in, 
epiTR,— perhaps ypq mjfs thGirjfociety, *9nd 
&ar you may fw thcni no moic ?-— pp-Jigpa 
LordOrviU B ! . " ., . ; ;. 

I could Dot keep. 'fpyfoffij.b^t riCpghaf- 
taly, faid^ ** Pear Sjr; 9% ate nothing more ! 
■^-ibr I Ksye nothing ^p pvftv^-np^iiiog o> 
fcy ;T-my^aviiy hqs bee^ ffin^Y 3Ccicfcn«- 
tu, and I cut giVe np Ka^ for it at alL 
^uJl 1 fetch you a^othpr . bgp^ f ri-or will 
you have -this 9gai^ T' 

For Some mii\\iJjB9 h? ^^^ ^ptal^ Jjlent,. 
and I pnetcn^ 19 em^ktf my&lf in look- 
ing for a book : at kit, with a deep ligh, 
*' I fee," faid he. " I f^e but (^ ^{mmiyy. 
that though £v^ia= i$ ifp^TQedfT^ have 
loft my child !" 

'* No, Sir, noj' i^ricd J, it^gcprf gibly 
fliocked,.:?tibe i|i nt^ra yfti#> t^^i^ ijwerl 
WJllfft«;^!0»nthS»iftrfsli^iWWl4^,«<tefett£ft 
her, and lift: a burthen j-^rft^gij^? )^r, f^% 
■iidiTr-if you:tfe«iTT^O^ffiqid, to^ije,, OBci 
iporc, thteflofldtQtefaUi^j^^g^s." - 

" How highly I value,'li9w &«*tly I 
■rifh .■for' her" epnfiiisflce,'' ; c^utp^tj ■ he, 
** flie. cuinetj Iwft kp^WiT-^*^ Vkmf^^]^ 
«ar it fion Jttrrtr«>y.'JBft»Sftd^ aff^^P» 

b.5„:s.., Google 



E T E L r N a; ' ass 

hath revolt at the vka~ 1 am forry thst X 
was fo earneft with you;— leave me» mjr 
dear, leave oie and compofe yourftlf j-^iye 
will noeei; again at. tea." , ' 

*' Dp you then rtfufc to hear ime ?" 
*' No, but I abhor to compel you. f 
have long feen that your mind has. been ill: 
pt eafe, and mine has larg^l; partakei) of 
yoor concq-n.i I forlrore to jqucrflioji you,. 
for I hoptxi fhat tiipe, ^nd absence froai-. 
whatever excited, your upeaf^nelsj might 
'bell operate in filcnce : bi^t-alas} youraf— 
fliiilion- feems only to augment,— your health: 
dediacs,— -^our look alters^— Oh Evelina* 
my aged heart bleeds to iee the change !— r- 
bleeds to behold the darling ic hs4 cherilh- 
iid, die'pcop it Iwd learcdfor its fupport^, 
when bowed dtuEn by years and infirmities, 
:liplFing ijclelf wilder the pr?0uic of .internal, 
grief !— ftrug|gljog to hide, what It fhould 
£ek to participate ! — But gp, my dear, gq 
^ your, own ropm,— we both want compo- 
■fyrp, 4nd we w/U taik- of this ;qatter lomfl. 
-©the Mne." ,_ . .,.. 

"Oh Sir^" fir!^ J,, penetrated' tp thjj 
ibiili " bfd.mc nof leave you l-riJiitjk n^: 
BOt fololl: Co.^ino^ ioigrautuder**' 
- " Not a Tiwrd ^jJu^ interrupted he '^7, 
** it p^as 4ie ym ^ould xhuj^ vj^ tha^t 
.fiA>j«% i' pfiinJ.pie.y««-%ouId G/fii-j^cu;^ 
ha ihajcjinj ^^ ftW,#^4iaDHr?V*^iwW 
taij. 



a5« EVELINA* 

tary right to fvery thing within my power* 
I meant not to amft you thus,— I hoped 
to Have foothcd you !— but my anxiety be^ 
trayed me to an urgency that has diftrefled 
you. Comfort yourfelf, my love, and ' 
. doubt not but that time wiU ftand your 
friend, and all will end well." 
' I burft into tears : with difficulty had I 
fo long reftrained them ; for my h^rt, whilt 
St glowed with tendemefs and gratitude 
Was opprcfled with a fenfe of its own un- 
worthincfs. " Youare all, all goodnefs l" 
cried I, in a voice fc'arce audible, " little 
as I deferve,^unablc as I am to repay, 
fuch kindneft,— yet my whole foul feels,— ^ 
thanks you for it !" 

' *' Mydeareft child," cried he, " I- can^- 
'not bear to fee thy tears ;-^for Mry fake dry 
them, — fuch a fight ?s too. much for mec" 
think of that; Evelinajand take cfimfort, 2 
charge thee!" 

*' Say then,*" cried I, knecKng at . his 
^ect; " fay then- that you forepve me !. that 
you pardon my re/erye,— that you wffl 
^againfoffer 'me to-tellyou my moftiecnrt 
^tfioughtsV'and Fcly.upon my- pitomiie never 
more to forfeit your confidence !— my f*. 
I'therl myproteftorl— my ever-honoured— 
ever-loved— my beft and only friend t— fay 
■you fprgivc your Evelina, and lhe:wiUfli>. 
'df better to dcferrc yOur goodnefi !-' 

He 

^ D.5„:s.., Google 
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tie raifcd» he embraced me ; he called 
me his fole joy, his only earthly hope, and 
the child of his' bofbm ! He folded me to 
his heart, and, while I wept from the full- 
nefs of mine, with words of fwteteft kind- 
hefs and confolation, he foothed and tfan- 
quilifed me. 

Dear tcr my remembrance will ever be 
that moment, when, banilhing the referye I ■ 
had' fo foolifhly planned and fo painfully 
fupported, !■ was rcftored to the confidence 
ftf^the beft of nien ! ' ' 

When, at length, we were again quJetlj' 
and compofcdly fcaied by cjch other," and 
Mr. ViUars -paitcd for the explanation 1 
>iad begged him to hear, I fotind myfetf 
extremely cmbarraffed how to introduce th« 
ftibjea' which Aiuft' lead ■ to it..- '■ He faW my 
diftrefs, and, with a kind- of benevAltnt 
pleafantry, ajked mc if I would let hini 
guejs any more? I alTcnted in filcnce. ' 
- *' Shall I, then, go back to whefe I left 
off?" 

" If — if you pleafe-;— I believi fo,— '-* 
faid I, ftammering. 

*' Well then, my love, I think liwaS 
fpeaking of the regret it was natural' you 
fhoutd reel ppon quitting thofe from whoni 
you had received civility and kindnefs, with 
lo little certainty of ever feeing them againj 
or being able to return their good offices ? 
Thcfc 
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Thefc are ctrcun^ances that afford but ipf- 
Jancholy reflections to young minds ; and 
the affe£t Jona^ difpo&cipn oi my Evelina,. 
open 10 all fiicial ifqelings, tnuft be; hurt 
more th4B uftial by fycjh cbpfidcratioDS.— 
You *re fil?pt». an dear f-^-SI^alL I name 
thofe whom I think rn'oH worthy the regrc^ 
I fpcakof ? We Ih^U then ^ i^f our opi- 
-sippp CiUAcide." 

Still i f^i4 poshjflg, f^ he coRtipued. 

pears in a more aniiablCj^A iTlflM refpcCT-T 
9ble lig^t, t^iR. X.t^ Qiyiilttj, ^d per- 

' i knpw what you would fay, fried I|. 
k^ily^ " and I have long feare^ w^fo youf 
fo§>i(;io.rwTiirflgId,'tial|( tuitind^^ Sir, yai} 
9f¥) mjft^ilffn :^ I ,haTeT4'9TO Onvi(fc,-^he is 
the 1^ mart fn the, wor^ ip whoie farour 
j4*oi|ld be ptqufiicfd." 

I ftopped ; u)r Mr-. VtUars looked at me- 
with fuch inflniie furprife, that my own. 
warmth made rae blulh. " " You hate Lord 
Qrvillet" repeated ho* 

1 could make noarifwer, but took from 
fay- pocket-book the letter, and giving it' to 
Jjim, "Sec, Sir,** faid 1, *^how,diffcrentl; 
the ifime (nan can ieiik and zorite /" , 

He read it three times before he fpoke j and 

ti^n faid, ^' I aai lo much aHoaifhed^ that I 

, , . know 
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knownotwhu Iread. Wh^ had yoa dii^ 
ktter ?" 

I told him. Again he read it ; and, af- 
ter confidering iB ccmtents fonie time, feid, 
** I can form but one conjefture conocrjiiBg: 
this moft extraordinary pcrform^oce ; ha 
muft certainty have been rmoxkated whoa 
he wrote it," 

*' Lord OrviHe intoxicated 1'* repeflwd 
I i " once I thought him a &taagtx t« aU 
lntttnperance,-^bue it b vmy poflShie, fori 
can TClfeve any thing now." 

" That a nian wno had behaved withifa 
ftriA a regard to delicacy," cohtinued:Mr« 
Villars, and who,' as &r as occaHon hadi 
allowed, manifefted fentiments the moft llO^ 
hourabte, fhould thus inlbtemly, -thus wan, 
tonly infutt a modeft youn^ womani in-htt. 
TCrfetft fenfes, I ' cannot think poflible. 
But, my dear, you fhould have indpfol 
this letter in an empty concr, andhavt re* 
turned it to him again : liich a rerentmont 
' would at oiice have become your- charafter,. 
and have given him an opportunity, in fomo 
meafure,. of clearing his own. He could 
not well have read this letter the next- 
morning, without being fenfible of the itni 
propriety of having written it,'* 

Oh Maria ! why had not I this thought ? 

I might then have received Ibme apology y 

the mortification would then have been ^, 

not 
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not mine. It is true, he could not have re- 
inftated himfelf fo highly in my opinion as I 
had once ignorantly placed him, fince the 
conviftion of fuch intemperance would have 
levelled him with the reft of his impcrfcft 
race^ yet, my humbled pride might have 
been confoled by his acknowledgmeats. 

But why fliould I allow myfelf to be 
bumbled by a mah'who can fuSerhis reafon 
to bethusabjjeftlydebafed.whenlamexalted . 
by one whoknpws no vice, and fcarcely a 
failing, — but by heariay ? To think of his 
kindnds, and refleft upon his praifes, might 
animate and comfort me even in the midft 
of afBiftion. ** Your indignation," faid 
he, " is the refult of virtue ; you fancied 
Lord OrviUe was without fault-^he had the 
Appearance of infinite .worthinefs, and you 
fuppofed his character accorded with his 
appearance : guilele& yourf^lf, how could 
you prepare againO: the duplicity of ano- 
ther ? Your diStppointment has but been 
pFoportioned to your expectations, and you 
have chiefly owed its feverity -co the inno^ 
cence which Jiid its ^proach." 

I will bid thife words dwell ever in my 
reeraory, and they (hall cheer,' comfort, and 
enliven me!. This converfation, thbugh 
extremely aSe6ting to me at the time it paf- 
fed, has relieved my mind from much 
anxiety. 
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anxiety. Concealment, my dear Maria, is 
the foe of tranquillity ; however I may err 
in future, I will never be ditingenuous in ac- 
knowledging my errors. To you, and to 
Mr. Villars, I vow an unremitting confi- 
dence. 

And yet, though I am rpore at eafe, I 
am far from well : 1 have been fome time 
.writing this letter ; but I hope I fljall fend 
■you, foon, a more chearful one. 

Adieu, my fwcet friend.. I entreat you 
not to acquaint even your dear mother with 
this affair; Lord Orvillei^ a favourite with 
her, and why Ihould I publiih that he dc- 
lerves not that honour i 



LET T.E R XXX. 

EveUna in continuation. 

Briftol Hotwcll, AogaS c3. 

YOU will be again fuiprifed, my "dear 
Maria, at feemg whence I date my 
letter: but I have Ijecn.very ill, and Mr. 
ViUars was fo much alarmed, that he nqt 
only infifted upon' my accompanying. Mrs. 
Selwyn hither, but eameftly .defu^ Jhc 
would haften her iDteodedjoumey. 

9 . :we 
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We travelled veiy ftowly, and I did not 
find myfelf fo much fatigued as I expend. 
We are fituated upon a moft del^htM 
'ipot ; the proTpedt b beautiful, the air pure, 
and the weather very favourable to inva^ 
lids. I am already- better, and I doubt not 
but I fhall foon be weU ; as well, in r^rd 
to mere health, as I wifh to be. 

I cannot exprefs the reluctance with which 
1 parted from my revered Mr. Villars: 
it was not 'like that partii^ which,' laft 
April, preceded my journey to Howard 
<5rovc, when, all expeitauon and hope, 
'tliough I wept, I rejoiced, and though I hn- 
cerely grievcxl to leave him, I yet wifhed to 
be ffone : the forrow I now felt was unmixed 
-wich -OAy li ve li er lenlktiooi expediation was 
vaniflied, and hope I had none ! All that I 
held moft dear upon earth, I quitted, and 
that upon an errand to the fuccefs of which 
I was totally indi&rent, the re-eftablifli- - 
ment of my health. Had it been to have 
feen my fwcet Marja, or her dear mother, 
I fliould not -have repined. 

Mrs. Selwyn is very kind and attetttivc 
to me. Shfc is eMreraely clever -, her un- 
derftanding, indeed, may be called «w^' 
hta-t but, unfortunately, her manners de- 
•fcrve the feme epithet; for, in ftudying to 
Acquire -^ knoidedge of tlie other fex, Ihe 
b^-loft all^heifefcne^s«f -faerowD. la it- 
■'3 . gard 
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gard to myfelf, however, as I have neitber 
■courage nor inclinatioa to argue with her, , 
I have never been perfMially hurt at hor 
■want of gchtlenefs -, a virtue which, never- 
thelefs, teems ib elTeiitial a part of the fe- 
male cbarader, that I find tnyfelf more 
avfcward, and lefs at cafe, with • woman 
who wants itj than I do with a man. She 
is not a favourite with Mr. Viihrs, who 
lias ol^ been dHgufted at her unmerciful 

SropenCty to fatire : but his anxiety that I 
LOuld tty the effei^ of the Briftol waters, 
overcame his diflike of committing me to 
lief care. Mrs. Clinton is alfo here i ib tlid£ 
I Ihall be as well attended as his utmoft 
partiality could delire. 

I "will continue to write Co you, my dear 
Mils Mirvan, with as much conllancy as if 
I had ho other correfpondents though dur- 
ing my abfcitCe ftom Berry Hill, my IcttCM 
may, perhaps, be 'fliortencd on account of 
. the minutenitfs of the journal which I muft 
write to my 'beloved Mr. Villars i but yOu, 
who know his expectations, and how 'inat^ 
tics tnnd me tofui£l them, will, ram.iiire, 
rather excufe any omiBion to yourfdfi than 
any negligence to him. 
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